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Translated from the Lithuanian language

HOLOCAUST IN LITHUANIAN PROVINCE IN 1941
By Dr. Artinas Bubnys

Introduction

The Holocaust in Lithuanian province still remaore of the least researched aspects of Jewish
genocide both in Lithuanian and foreign historiggna So far, research has mostly focused on general
history of the Holocaust, extermination of Jewisimenunities in Vilnius and Kaunas, criminal activity
of the German Security Police and SD action sqaadsell as special squads in the Baltic States, and
collaboration of Lithuanian local authorities withe Nazis during the Holocaust (particularly in
reference to Lithuanian Soviet and Israeli histgraphy). The purpose of this work is to analyse the
process of extermination of the Jews in the praviaad reveal one of the key stages, features and
results of this process.

Efforts were made to use all the archival sourcad lgerature available to the author. The
document collections of the Lithuanian Central &tarchives (hereinafter LCSA) and Lithuanian
Special Archives (hereinafter LSA) served as thenmeference. The document collections of some of
the county governors (e.g. those of the governdirakai County, doc. col. R-500; governor of Kaunas
City and County, doc. col. R-1534, etc.) were pattirly important for the topic in question. These
document collections contain the surviving docuredrdm the Nazi occupation on legal discrimination
of the Jews, seizure and use of Jewish properd§issts on the Jews living in counties and rural
districts, etc. There are very few documents onspay extermination of the Jews left. The document
collections of German and Lithuanian police autiesikept by the LCSA are very important for the
topic in question. Among the document collectiohshe aforesaid category mentioned here should be
those of Kaunas Commander’s Office (doc. col. R4)4hd those of liaison officer of PavieRolice
Service under the chief of Public Order Police ithliania (doc. col. R-683). The said document
collections contain orders to Lithuanian PolicetBi&n (including Kaunas TDA Battalion which was
“notorious” for Jewish extermination) and correspence between the Director of Police Department,
V. Reiwytis, with the police chiefs of the County the operations for detention and gathering of the
Jews in August 1941.

LSA keeps a very important inventory schedule N&. Bhe latter contains several hundreds of
criminal files on persons convicted in the post-wears under the soviet government for collabonatio
with the Nazis and taking part in the Jewish magsadthough there are inaccuracies in these &kes
result of concealment or confessions obtained bgefocomparison of evidence about the same events
by several or several dozens of persons allowsestoring a considerably reliable picture of events
The said files contain evidence by the Jews whedlithrough the Nazi occupation and that by the
“observers” who did not take part in the Holoca@ther LSA document collections and inventory
schedules (e.g. doc. col. K-1, inv. sched. 15 esfibf the KGB district branches), doc. col. 337¥, i
sched. 55 (collections of interrogation minutepefsons accused of collaboration with the Nazis and
shooting of the Jews) are very important for théodaust studies. Other LSA files are also important
this respect as they reveal the process of thesBeg@nocide in different parts of Lithuania. Numesro
archival materials give a possibility of basicaistoring the process of the Holocaust in all thienties
of Lithuania. So far historians have relativelyufigiently used this material in their researchté
Holocaust. The author also uses an opportunityésgmt unpublished works of regional studies on the
Jewish life in different towns of Lithuanian by tasy teachers and pupils.

We still have very little history literature on th#olocaust in Lithuanian province. Research of
this kind only contributes to the growth in its noen. Among the published works mentioned here
should firstly be Vol. 2 of the collected documefiiasinés zudyrs Lietuvoje” Mass Killings in
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Lithuania)." This book contains Lithuanian archival recordsuitibe killings of communists, members of
the Young Communist League, soviet activists angdsJa ten counties of Lithuania. Despite the
publication of these collected documents as eal$9% 3, even today they still remain valuable saurc
of the Holocaust studies. Another valuable soursethe collection of documents by Dr. V.
BrandiSauskas “1941 m. birzelio sukilimasThe Rebellion of June 19¢4 This collection covers
valuable information on the actions of Lithuaniabels and partisans in Lithuanian province, attitati
local (Lithuanian) authorities and behaviour widspect to the Jews during the first weeks of thel Na
occupation. The recently published book by ProfEAlintas “Lietuvos Zyd zudyniy byla” (The Case
of the Killing of Lithuanian JeW3 contains a chapter on killings of the Jews in Withian province.
Research articles on the Holocaust in the provinee written by historians A. Bubnys, S.
Buchaveckas, A. Rukias, R. Puisyt’ Foreign authors, including German historian J. bEaw J.
Matthaeus and Ch. Dieckmann, also contributed ttesiearch articles on the Jewish massacre carried
out by the Tilsit (Til2) Gestapo action squad in Gargzdai, Kretinga ahdrabwns on the Lithuanian-
German bordet.

Nevertheless, the Holocaust in the Lithuanian prowi basically remains a “grey spot” in
Lithuanian historiography. So far, there has begfundamental scholarly work containing the analysi
of the Jewish genocide in all the counties (theezen22 of them in Lithuania in 1941), and research
touched upon only separate parts of Lithuaniahiswork, the term “province” equals to the conoeifpt
Lithuanian counties, except for the biggest towrsLithuania — Vilnius, Kaunas, Siauliai and
Pane¥zys. The author has not included Kkdp Region seized by the Nazis in 1939 into thectopi
under discussion as well as ASmena and Svyriai @Einvhich were incorporated into the Major
Region of Lithuania in 1942. The latter counties mow within the territory of the Republic of Balar
The aforesaid territories were not studies dud¢oshortage of archival records. The author stuttied
Holocaust in all the 22 counties of Lithuania. Heee taking into account the size limits of thisrko
he presents only six counties, i.e. Alytus, Kaun@stinga Trakai, Utena, and Vilkaviskis, as an
example. Selection of the said counties was basexregional principle, i.e. selection of counfiesn
all the most important regions of Lithuania: Saniagi{Kretinga), Suvalkija (Vilkaviskis), DOiija
(Alytus), Upper Lithuania (Utena), Vilnius Regiorékai) and Central Lithuania (Kaunas). The
volume of surviving archival materials also predei@ed the choice of the said counties. Available
materials were sufficient to reconstruct a suffitheg detailed process of the Holocaust. The study
focused on the killings of the Jews not only in toeinty centres but also in those rural districith w
numerous Jewish communities. | believe that thebmirof selected counties is sufficient to get theai
of the Holocaust model for the entire country arakenadequate conclusions that would be relevant not
only to the selected counties but also to the emntiiovince. This work analyses not only physical
extermination of the Jews but also offers the njstd each Jewish community from the old days ® th
Nazi-Soviet War by paying most of the attentionthte life of Jews and Lithuanian-Jewish relations

[

“Masinés Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” 1941-1944, collected documents, \®IV., 1973, compiled by G. Erslavait

“1941 m. birZelio sukilimas,” collected documen¥s, 2000, compiled by V. BrandiSauskas.

“Lietuvos Zyd; Zudyniy byla,” collected documents and articles, V., 20&impiled by A. Eidintas.

A. Bubnys, “Mazieji Lietuvos Zyd getai ir laikinos izoliavimo stovyklos 1941-1943tais”, Small Ghettos and Temporary
Isolation Camps of Lithuanian Jews, 1941-1p43etuvos istorijos metrastiflithuanian History Annals 1999, V., 2000, p.p.
151-180; S. Buchaveckas, “Lygumir Staitnu valiiai naciy okupacijos metais”Lietuvos valdiai: Lygumai. Stdiznai
(Lygumai and Stésgnai Rural Districts during Nazi Occupation; Lithuiam Rural District: Lygumai. Staiznai) V., 2001, p.p.
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® J. Tauber, “Garsden, 24 Juni 1941”, Annabergeratem 1997, No. 5, p.p. 117-134; J. Matthaus, ‘diémsler Grenze: Die
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during the independence of Lithuania. In additibrcovers the events at the beginning of the Namii&
War and grouping of Lithuanian rebels (partisams)the province, their approach and action with
respect to soviet officials and the Jews, the mnstial moments of the Jewish persecution (depowaat
of civil rights, segregation from non-Jews, seizwfeproperty, arrests, setting-up of ghettos and
temporary isolation camps, mass killings and laptfi the victims’ property). Particular attentiorasv
paid to the statistics on the Holocaust victimsthés area still lacks consistent and reliable igtsidwWith
reference to what was available, efforts were ntad#efine the number of persons who performed the
executions (Jew-shooters) as well as their forro@bsdination (German Gestapo, policemen, white-
bands, solders of self-defence battalions, etdie findings on rescue of the Jews, which became
available during the research, were also includealthis work.



ALYTUS COUNTY
Alytus

The Jewish community of Alytus was one of the dldesnmunities in Lithuania. There were
tombstones in the old Jewish cemetery with epitaggshsld as 400 years. Alytus went through a very
rapid development at the end of the"1€ntury and became one of the most important towns
Southern Lithuania. According to the data of th@7.®opulation census, there were 482 Jews residing
in the town (33.6 % of the urban population).

Alytus was the county centre and the biggest towWnDaukija during the Lithuanian
Independence and German occupation. P. Birzys—&kitao visited Alytus in 1930 wrote that there
were 7,500 people living in Alytus, including 5,0DBhuanians, 2,300 Jews, 150 Poles, 30 Russiaths an
20 Germans. Lithuanians had only 39 shops in th t@hereas the Jews owned 139 shops. The Jews
also had 10 butcher’s shops, 2 canteens, 6 hdetsunas, a slaughterhouse, 2 cinemas, 2 Jewish
Volksbanka credit union, mills and sawmills, blacksmitresd other business entities.

The Jewish community of Alytus had its own houseprdyer, schools, yeshiva, and a large
library. There were sections of Jewish politicaltigg and organisations functioning in the townpakt
of the Jewish youth left for Palestine during timéer-war period. Some of the sources state that
approximately 4 thousand Jews lived in Alytus oe @ve of the Nazi-Soviet WarAccording to the
unofficial data of the Board of Statistics 8,03@vdg4.70 % of the population in the county) lived i
Alytus County on 1 January 1941.

The German troops occupied Alytus on the first dhythe war (22 June). The Lithuanian
administration and police were re-established andafled partisan company (TDA) was set up already
on the first days of the war. Former intellectuaidemen, participants of the anti-Soviet undergrd
and officials of the Independent Lithuania activggrticipated in this process. When the German
Military Commander’s Office was set up in the townarmed the activists (members of the Lithuanian
Activist Front (LAF)) and partisans. During thestirdays of the occupation, the Lithuanian Military
Commander’s Office functioned along the German tishili Commander’s Office. Capt. Domininkas
Je¢ys was commander of the former. Soon Maj. Gen. taff Juozas IvaSauskas replaced him. The
Lithuanian Military Commander’'s Office carried ordgistration of the public servants and officials
newly arriving to Alytus Town and their distributianto different services. The Commander’s Office
closely co-operated with the re-established policalso collected information on people sharingj-an
German moods and the Red Army soldiers in hiditge TCommander’s Office also organised hunt after
them. The Germans had no trust in the Lithuaniam@ander’'s Office and dismissed it for a couple of
times; however, the latter would re-establish ftdel several times. Nevertheless, the Lithuanian
Commander’s Office was finally liquidated severaleks later.

On the night from 22 June to 23 June 1941, two @earpatrols were killed close to MarSakas
mill in Alytus. The perpetrators were not identifieAs a result, the Germans shot a number of resde
of Alytus (150, in the opinion of some people). Nmmmissioned officer of the German Security Field
Police Geheime Feldpolizgied the shooting of the civil population. The @ans carried out search in
the vicinity of Kauno and SeitijStreets and arrested all the males of 15-50 ydaage irrespective of
their nationality. The shooting was carried ounir@3 to 24 June in the groups of 20-25 persons. The
execution took place on the hillsides of Kauno &tren Vilniaus Street, and behind the bridge ia th

1 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish CommunitieNorthvale, New Jersey, London, 1996, p. 55.

2 p. Birzys-Akiras, “Alytaus apskritis: @iky kradtas” Alytus County: Dizkija Regior), Kaunas, 1931, p.p. 28-29.

% N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communitigs.p. 55-56.

* Data of the Board of Statistics of 1 January 18dthe national composition of Lithuanian populafibCSA, doc.col. R-743,
inv.sched. 5, file 46, p.172.

! Materials of interrogation of Jonas Boréus, LSA, doc.col. 1, inv.sched. 1, file 98, p.p-22.
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direction of Vilnius. There were also several Léhian policemen who were on duty on the streets and
had no German documents among the victims, inaiuMaliulis, RapolasCésynas, Linkewius and
anozther three policemen. MeSkelis, teacher of ghystducation of Alytus Gymnasium, was Killed,
too.

Arrests of those who were considerably active urtther first soviet occupation, including
communists, members of the Young Communist Leagffiejals of the soviet government and the Red
Army soldiers hiding in the forests, started alseddring the first days of the occupation. The\atti
survey of a TDA company stated that “36 local comists, 9 Red Army soldiers and a considerable
number of the Jews” were arrested and detainedviiaiy citizens’ informatiorf. The persecution of the
Jews became particularly tough starting from thddbei of July 1941. On 12 July 1941, Alytus County
Governor Stepas Maliauskas and Alytus Defence Cf@afmmander) Maj. Gen. of Staff Juozas
IvaSauskas issued an order which gave details ersithation of the Jews. All the Jews of Alytus
County were ordered to wear the yellow Star of Baw their clothes. They were allowed to buy food
in shops and on the market only from 11 a.m., twyd not to buy up foodstuffs from farmers and by
the roadsides, hire non-Jews, enjoy public parktheftown, leave their residence without a perrhit o
the county governor, etc. Moreover, the Jews hagetform public works and hand their radio-sets,
bicycles and motorcycles over to the local autfesiand the policé.

On 16 July 1941, the Chief of Alytus County Poligsyiation Capt. Stasys Krasnickas—
Krosniinas, addressed his subordinates with a speecloffiilatred: “[...] the Jewry represents a
degenerated nation which employs the measurespakt@l sadism and wants to suppress the entire
humanity under the cover of the Red Flag and beata, nevertheless it will be soon managed whth t
radical measures of Fuhrer of the German peoples dlestion can be considered resolved already,
however, one or two Lithuanians, even policempali¢istag, appear and even try to resolve this
question in their own way. | have already told ybat that there may be no two different opinions on
this issue. There should be only one opinion, astould, by a 100%, be the one that is clearlgdta
the book “Mein Kampf” by Adolf Hitler [...]"*

The resolution of the Jewish issue soon startettfised by A. Hitler's “opinion”.

In the middle of August 1941, the Jews of AlytusuBty were transferred to Alytus prison. 89
Jews (26 women among them) were arrested in Jiekmas and were moved to Prienai on 16 August
1941. Later (by 31 August 1941) 38 Jews were dethin Jieznas. This time, they were transported to
Alytus. A part of the Jews hid themselves in theaunding forest$.All in all, ca 1000 Jewish men and
women were delivered to Alytus from rural distrittEhey were kept in the yard of Alytus prison. The
first mass killing of Alytus Jews was carried out ®3 August 1941. The registration of the Jews of
Alytus Town took place before the shooting. Thedewre driven to the yard of the Security Policé an
listed by name. After the registration, the Jewsewaoved to the territory of the former barrackshef
2" lancer regiment, and then to the place of the atassn the forest. At that time, 617 Jewish meth an
100 women were gunned down. By 31 August 1941 hem@33 Jews of Alytus Town and County were
killed.* According to the witness by Alfonsas Nykstaitisirier Chief of the Criminal Police of Alytus
Area, Obershturmfurer J. Hamann and four other cmmmissioned officers came to Alytus. He
instructed the Chief of Alytus Security Police RaarZzenkewiius to deliver a defined number of men
and women from rural districts to Alytus. The ckief Alytus Camp of War Prisoners and J. Hamann

2 Ibid., p.30.

% “Masines Zudyrs Lietuvoje”, Vol. 2, p. 61.

V. Brandiauskas, “Lietuyiir Zydy santykiai 1940 — 1941 metaid’ithuanian-Jewish Relations, 1940-194ih Darbai ir
dienos 1996, No. 2 (11), p. 56.

! Quotation from “Masisis Zudys Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 63.

2 “Masinés Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p.p. 86-87.

% Minutes of the interrogation of A. Nykstaitis & dune 1960, LSA, doc. col. K-1, inv. sched. 5&,4i7337/3, Vol. 10, p. 191.
* “Masines Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.p. 133-134.
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agreed to use the prisoners of war for digginghaisc The ditches were dug in the Vidzgiris forésse to
the prison. The German SD officers, Alytus policamand “partisans” under command of J. Hamann
carried out the first execution of the Jews in Af/(in August 1941). Chief of the Security Polide o
Alytus District P. Zenkevius was also present at the site of the executmviet prisoners of war
buried the bodies of the victims.

A couple of days later J. Hamann returned to Alydtsging together Lieut. B. Norkus from the
1% Battalion. J. Hamann ordered P. Zenkis to execute the Jews of Alytus County using ecisp
squad under command of B. Norku&' @@mpany of the Sibattalion — A. B.). Following the order by J.
Hamann, B. Norkus had to collect valuable itemsspssed by the executed Jews (including golden
rings, watches etc.). The day following the arrivhl Hamann and B. Norkus jointly plotted a new
operation for extermination of the Jews. This tiihelaimed lives of approximately 50 Jewish men.
Four German non-commissioned officers and locattigens” carried out the firing. An elderly Jewish
rabbi W?S among those victims. He was shot by Bej. of Staff S. IvaSauskas, Commander of Alytus
County:

The squad under command of B. Norkus and Jr LiuObelenis came to Alytus for several
times after the said killing. Generally, this sqed 20—-30 men) would come from Kaunas by bus. The
Jews were shot in the forest close to the so-c#etikai Bridge over the Nemunas River.

The biggest massacre of Alytus Jews took place &e@ember 1941. The Jews were gunned
down by the squad from Kaunas under command ofdskd and J. Obelenis. The victims were driven
to the place of killing and were guarded by localigemen and white-bands. Before the shooting, the
Jews were deprived of valuable possessions (watdngs, and cash). The execution lasted for a few
hours. Then B. Norkus’ squad left for Seirijai i) local Jews>

According to K. Jager’s report, on 9 September 19479 Jews, including 287 men, 640
women and 352 children, were killed in Alytus.

On the same day (9 September 1941) before the esagdt, the squad under B. Norkus’
command had already killed the Jews of Butrimonyet®. Not only local but also Stakli&k and
Punia Jews were forced into Butrimonys Ghetto. @nday of the killing, Butrimonys policemen and
white-bands drove the Jews to the place of the utixet (ca 2 km away from the town close to
Klidzionys Village). The driven Jews were gunneavddy a soldier of B. Norkus’ squad. In total, 740
Jews of Butrimonys Ghetto were kill&d.

Private possessions of the victimised Jews (wdlmurtiture, crystal dishes, golden and silver
items, etc.) were shared by senior secret polifieen$ of Alytus Town, officials of the town and waty
authorities, white-band leaders and other actiwidte had a chance to get hold of the Jewish prgpert
Following the directions by the Germans to evaluhteJewish property, the aforesaid persons set up
commissions which priced Jewish property at aneexély low price and then contributed very small
amounts to local authorities. Different low valdenmis and clothing of the victims were sold in an
auction. The sales were organised by municipalitiegises of the surviving Jews were nationalisetl an
house managers were appointed to take care of thémn.land owned by the Jews and all other
inventory were leased to the “meritorious” Germatiaborators and their relatives. Better housing wa

® Interrogation minutes of A. Nyktaitis of 29 JUK60, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 4738 Wol. 10, p.p. 191-192;
“Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p.p. 67-68.

! “Masinés Zudys Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p.p. 71-72.

2 bid., p. 72.

% Interrogation minutes of V. Barauskas of 20 Audi868, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched.58, file 45788Vol. 1, p.p. 14-15.

* “Masines zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.

® Interrogation minutes of A. Jauneika of 9 Decent#80, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 46882/ol. 2, p.p. 102-103;
“Masinés Zzudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.134.
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taken over by German institutions. Mills, sawmibéd other enterprises were transferred to the
management of the Industrial Division of the Bo&rd.

Butrimonys

Butrimonys used to have one of the oldest Lithuadiewish communities. During the times of
Tsarist Russia Butrimonys was a part of Trakai @pamd Alytus County at the time of the Lithuanian
Republic and Nazi occupation. Several hundred Tartdso lived in Butrimonys Towns and its
environs.

In 1930, Butrimonys was home to 887 Jews. The lamakish community had a brick
synagogue, Hebrew school, charity organisations,sBh@ps (out of 54), pubs, bakeries and other
business entities. The Jewistolksbankof Butrimonys had had 230 members before World War
(WWII). A part of the Jewish youth left for Palestiduring the inter-war peridd.

The German troops seized Butrimonys on 22 Juneitduénian partisan (activists) squad was
set up in Butrimonys Town of Alytus County durireetfirst days of the German occupation. It had 40
members. Partisans started arresting communistapers of the Young Communist League, and soviet
government activistSIn his report of 15 July 1941, the Chief of Butdnys Police Station, K. Pilionis,
informed the Police Chief of Alytus County that Hyat time 1 communist had been shot and 10
communists had been handed over to the Germansdalittbnal 17 were kept in the isolation ward. As
far as the Jews were concerned, the said repogtdribat that “issue is very urgent, as there aeg¥ ov
2,000 Jews living in the town and they should kemagood care of in the near future”.

The first mass arrests of Butrimonys Jews werdezhout on 10-12 August 1941. During those
days, the Jewish men of 18-40 years of age wernedulo arrest. The then Police Chief of Butrimonys
Leonardas Kaspamas-Kasperskis issued an order to seize goldersiarat rings, watches and good
clothes from the Jews subject to arrests. L. Kaspas-Kasperskis would invite the head of
Butrimonys’ Jews and, pointing to the list, orddnonof the selected young Jews had to contribute to
public works and be brought to the market squases@on as the selected Jews gather, local policemen
and “partisans” would arrest them and drive thenth® isolation ward of Butrimonys and later to
Alytus. Before the Jews were transferred to Alythey were deprived of jewellery and other valuable
Ca 120-150 Jews were detained at that finféne shooting of the Jews from Alytus and other
neighbouring towns of the county (as well as frootrBnonys) started on 13 August 1941.

The second wave of arrests of Butrimonys Jews dolle 15-17 August (on 22 August as
identified by other sources). Police Chief L. Kaspaas—Kasperskis called for the head of Jews once
again and ordered the Jews to come to the markearesq This time the policemen selected
approximately 400 people, including women, childegxl the elderly. The detainees were firstly driven
to the isolation ward of the town and then (ongame day) to Alytus. They were put in prison arterla
shot dead.

At the end of August following the order by L. Kasjanas-Kasperskis, Chief of Butrimonys
Rural District Pranas Proskus-Praskaw concerned himself with the founding of a gheffotoriy
Street was selected as the place of the Ghettoewtherremaining Jews of the town were settled (ca
600-1000 persons). The Jews from StakkSknd Punia were also transferred to ButrimonysttGhe

® Materials of interrogation of J. Boreits, LSA, doc.col. 1, inv.sched. 1, file 98, p.B-44.

L' N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburighuanian Jewish Communitigs.p. 79-80; P. Birzys-Akiras, “Alytaus apskritBziky
krastas,” p. 628.

2 Certificate from LSSR KGB Alytus Town Division @B February 1972, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 46,1167, p. 46.
% Quotation from “Masisss Zudys Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p.78.

* Interrogation minutes of A. Jauneika of 9 Decent#80, LSA, criminal case No. 46392/3, Vol. 2, p11linterrogation
minutes of P. Senovaitis of 31 August 1944, ibithl. 3, p. 131.

Y Ibid., Vol. 3, p. 132; LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sahe46, file 1167, p. 46.
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The Ghetto was guarded by the pofid@utrimonys Ghetto operated only for about two veedln the eve
of the liquidation of the Ghetto, all the Jews aftlBnonys were driven to the primary school of the
town. The following day (9 September 1941), a bith R0 soldiers of Hamann’s special squad came
from Alytus. After the lunch, local policemen anthite-bands started forcing the Jews out of the aicho
and lined them up. The Jews who wore better clotfese ordered to undress to underwear. The Jewish
column was driven to Klydzionys Village in the widy (2 km away from Butrimonys). Pits had already
been dug there. The condemned were seated in théoweclose to the pits, then driven to them closer
in groups and gunned down. The firing was carriatl iy soldiers of a special squad, whereas local
policemen and “partisans” guarded the Jews awaitiegy death. The execution was observed by a
German officer with a camera. The execution of Jlesvs ceased in the evening. After that, the
executioners returned to Butrimonys and celebrtten “deed” in the canteen of the town with home-
made vodka and be&rAccording to the information available to the GanmSecurity Police and SD
chief in Lithuania, 740 Jews (67 men, 370 women &8 children) were killed in Butrimonys on 9
September 1944 That was how the last Jews from Butrimonys, S#di and Punia perished.

However, Chief of the Police Station L. Kaspaas-Kasperskis was transferred from
Butrimonys to the equivalent office in BirStonas fuis self-action. When he left Butrimonys, the
property seized by him was transported by 14-15chigiages. Observing the scenery, local population
would say: “The King of Jews Kasperskis is goig”.

Jieznas

The Jews settled in Jieznas in the middle of tHecEitury. During World War | (WWI) (1915)
Tsarist government deported the Jews to RussiaarAgb them returned to their native town after the
war. There were 319 Jews in Jieznas in 1921, antea@sh families lived there in 1930. Like in other
towns in Lithuania, their majority was engagedrade and crafts. Ca 1930, the Jews of Jieznas owned
16 shops (out of 18), two mills, 3 pubs (out of B)state alcohol shops, and a branch of Jewish
Volksbank There was also a synagogue in the town, a Hebobwol with 50 pupils, a primary school
(teacher Ida Kibarskai}, and a Jewish library.

The Lithuanian administration was restored during first days of the war (under the Nazi
occupation Jieznas Rural District was a part ottddyCounty). Jurgis Randis became Chief of the Rura
District, Vladas Bajatius became Chief of the Police Station of the Ridiskrict, and Jonas Valatka
became Commander of Jieznas partisan platoon (washater named riflemen’s platoon of 80 men).

Local communists, members of the Young Communistgue, and soviet activists fell under
persecution during the first weeks of the Nazi @ation. The detainees were locked-up in the cellar
the municipality building of the Rural District ardneighbouring building. All in all, several doseof
people were arrested. Some of the arrested wemettansported to Alytus prisdrfive detainees were
shot by the Germans and local riflemen in the fooesside Jieznas on 30 June 1941.

2 Extract from the interrogation minutes of P. PrussRraskevius of 19 September 1945. ibid., p. 176; interrimgaiminutes of
J. Jaseiinas of 9 November 1960, ibid., Vol. 2, p. 252.

® Interrogation minutes of A. Jauneika of 9 Decent@#80, ibid., Vol. 2, p.p. 102-103; interrogatioinmtes of J. Jasdinas of 9
November 1960, ibid., p.p. 252-253.

* “Masines Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.134.

® Materials of interrogation of J. Boreiis, LSA, doc.col. 1, inv.sched. 1, file 98, p.p-39.

1 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburithuanian Jewish Communitigg.p. 383-384; P. Birzys-Akiras, “Alytaus apslkgitDziky
kraStas,” p.p. 666-667.

2 Extract from the interrogation minutes of A. Namks of 23 September 1944, LSA, doc.col. K-1, irest 45, file 1293, p. 35.
% “Masines Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p.p. 85-86.

4 Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Ranufi30 September 1944, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.stch, file 1293, p. 38.



9

In the middle of August 1941, like in the othertgasf Lithuania, mass arrests and shootings of the
Jews started. Chief of the Police Station V. Bajer asked Chief of the Rural District J. Randisnake
up a list of all Jews of the town and their prope8uch lists (of 350 persons of the Jewish natityna
were completed by the middle of August. Soon afitaral policemen and riflemen started arresting
Jieznas Jews who were suited for manual labourl®wAugust 1941, Chief of the Police Station V.
Bajerius informed the Director of the Police Departmémat 89 Jews, including 26 women, were
detained in Jieznas TownWith the start of the arrests, a part of the todews hid away in the
neighbouring villages and towns. Jieznas Jews wéie wansported to Prienai were shot dead together
with the Jews from other towns on 27 August 1940efal dozens of the Jews from Jieznas who were
sent to Alytus were also gunned down in August 1941

On 1 September 1941, policemen and riflemen fraamndis arrested the remaining Jews of the
town, including women, children and the elderlywid men were detained in the cellar of the
municipality building of the Rural District, whereavomen and children were kept in the synagogue.
On the same day, men of the town were driven tdatke (on left bank of the MekSrupys River) to dig
trench of 50 m long and 5 m wide. On the followidgy (2 September 1941), 5 officers and
approximately 20 soldiers arrived at Jieznas. Tloféeers were German, two officers were Lithuanian
whereas the soldiers were Lithuanians only. Theyli&ely to have been the notorious flying squad of
Hamann, which was made up of several Germans ansqiirad of the"3company of the Sibattalion.
The officers visited the Chief of the Police Stafi&/. Bajerius. Soon after, the Jewish men (ca 50
persons) were taken from the cellar of the isohatvard and were ordered to undress to underwear.
Then Hamann'’s strikers and local policemen togetwién the riflemen drove the condemned to the
place of execution. The same was done with womenchiidren kept in the synagogli@he Jewish
men were the first to die. Women and children walled after them. The firing was carried out not
only by the members of Hamann’s squad but alsodiyn¥eering local riflemen (and there were seven
of them). Other riflemen and policemen guardeddnetory of the massacre. According to the rejgrt
K. Jager, 144 Jews, including 26 men, 72 womendénchildren, were killed in Jieznas.

Marcinkonys

During the German occupation, Marcinkonys was d paGrodno County of Belarus Major
Region.

Before WWII, the Lithuanians and the Jews had egogood relations. Local population
recalled the Jews as particularly just people. Theyld sell food and other goods to the Lithuanians
loan. The debts could be paid back in half a yeaewen a year, i.e. when the borrowers received
money. Senior residents of Marcinkonys recalledtatoof Marcinkonys Leitman with respect as the
latter often treated poor people of the town freeh@arge. During the Nazi occupation, Leitman aisd h
family was driven to the Ghetto. A number of resitdeof Marcinkonys asked to leave the Leitmans free
but the government ignored the request. Later sothefrom the local population helped the Leitmans
to escape from the Ghetto and hide away. Howevedraitor appeared and informed the occupant
government about the place of hiding of LeitmanifariThe doctor’s family was arrested and shot.

® “Masinés Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 86.

® Ibid., p. 87, ibid., Vol. 1, p.133.

! Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Ranufi 30 September 1944, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.schb, file 1293, p.p. 39-
40.

2 “Masinés Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.134; extract from the integation minutes of J. Palionis of 10 October 19484,
doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 45, file 1293, p.p. 41-42.

% “Lietuviai ir Zydai Vaenos rajone iki 1943 m.” (“Lithuanian and Jews inrsf@ District before 1943") (recollections of
witnesses). Recorded by the teacher of historyeafzih@ Secondary School, Jadvyga MatijoSkalKlanuscript, 1997, p. 4.
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Marcinkonys Ghetto was set up at the end of 194&. Ghetto was close to Marcinkonys railway
station. It occupied the territory of 1.5 ha. Thee@o territory was surrounded with barber wireeTh
Jews from Marcinkonys, Rudnia, Kabeliai, and masbpbly a part of Vana Jews, were placed in the
Ghetto. The number of Jews in the Ghetto reacheslaehundred.

Marcinkonys Ghetto was liquidated on 2 November119%he prisoners of the Ghetto were
likely put on a train and driven in a non-identifidirection (probably to a German concentrationgam
note by A.B.). The operation had to be carried loptGerman policemen jointly with the German
customs officers, foresters etc. (29 men in toRBich Germans. Patie Hauptwachmeister d.
Gendarmerie Wietzke was appointed to lead the tipara

The Germans surrounded the Ghetto ca 5 a.m. imtraing. Before the operation, they were
given a direction to shoot those who would try egcar hide Jews. When the German policemen came
to the Ghetto, they invited the representativethefJewish Councilludenra) and informed them about
the forthcoming evacuation of the Ghetto. All tlepplation of the Ghetto was ordered to gather afkth
their belongings at 8 a.m. in the square of thettBh€a 80 Jews came to the square on the set hour.
The policemen ordered all those who gathered targbsee whether any other Jews remained in the
buildings of the Ghetto. Finally, about 150 Jewthgeed in the square. They were ordered to line up.
All of a sudden, the Jews started running: som@lsioescape in the forest through the damaged fence
of the Ghetto, whereas others ran back to the ingildf the Ghetto. The Germans started shootirigeat
running Jews from automatic rifles and pistols.90alewish men, women and children of different age
were shot on the side. Later the Germans startékingafrom door to door and look for the Jews in
hiding. When found, the Jews were shot on the dpating searched the houses in the Ghetto, the
Germans found five secret bunkers. The Jews reftsapet out of the bunkers, thus the policemen
destroyed the bunkers with grenades. 132 Jews kiked at the time of liquidation of the Ghetto,
however ca 200 Jews (mainly young men) succeedesdape to the nearby forest. The killed Jews
were buried in the forestThe recently erected monument in memory of théimai of Marcinkonys
Ghetto informs that on 3 November 1942 “the Naaaesioners and local collaborators killed over 600
Jewish children, women and men of Marcinkonys”elidve that this number of victims is exaggerated
by several times.

Those Jews from Marcinkonys Ghetto who escapecgbthe squads of soviet partisans in the
forest. Attacks by soviet partisans in Marcinkoeysiirons became rather frequent after the liquatati
of the Ghetto. A part of the Jews hiding in theekirwere betrayed to the occupant authorities bl lo
population. Quite a few Jews who escaped from thett@ were in hiding close to Musteikos Village.
They had bunkers in the forest and lived theretdal, 21 Jews, including 7 women). Resident of
Musteikos Village Domas Tamuleéwus showed the hideout of the Jews to the Germ@fien the
Germans arrived, they forced the Jews out of bunked shot them dead. However, there were other
people in the Village who would bring the Jews f@od help them in other ways (Janina Averkiand
others).

After the war (on 28 June 1945), an NKVD unit aedvat Musteikos Village. There were
surviving Jews from Marcinkonys among them. NKVDeated and shot 14 men of the Village (traitor
D. Tamulevéius among them). Those who helped the Jews underNtwi occupation were left
unharmed.

Merkin é

! Hauptvachtmeister Wietzke’s communication of 6 Bimber 1942 to the commanders of Grodno Police Depat, LSA,
doc.col. K-1, inv. sched. 46, file 1303, p.p. 1-36-39.

! Story by Vladas Averka, resident of Musteikos &fjjé of Vaéna District. Recorded by pupil Jolarasnulyt from Varna £
Secondary School on 15 February 1997. The copgpsik the personal archives of the author.
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Merkiné Town had one of the largest Jewish communitieslytus County. The first Jews settled
in Merkiné as early as at the beginning of™éentury. According to the population census of 71,89
1900 Jews (73 % of the population) lived in Megkin

As in other bigger and smaller towns of Lithuaritee majority of the Jews were engaged in
crafts and trade. In 1930, Petras Birzys-AkiragetsMerkire and shortly described the life of Merkin
Jews. He based his observations on the story bye&6old resident of MerkinJoselis CirelStein. At
that time there were 1700 Jews in Megkand 3 synagogues. Rabbi Dovydas Stupelis livedarkiné
for 30 years. In 1924, US Jew Z.H. Fishel came &kif¢ to visit the tombstone of his father. He found
the burnt Merkié synagogue. Fishel contributed his money to th&dimg of a brick synagogue which
cost him approximately USD 10,000. All in all, teewere 3 synagogues and 7 cheders (primary
schools) in Merkia. The local Jewish community had their bank dutimg inter-war period (in 1929,
325 Jews were its depositors) and a bookshop wigh 000 books in Hebrew, Yiddish and Lithuanian
set up in 1900. There were even 145 shops (andsalatioof them were owned by the Jews), 5 pubs, 1
inn, hotel, brickyard, and different workshopste time when P. Birzys visited MerkiA

The Jews made up the majority of the populatioMerkiné. There were 300 Jewish families
there (no less than 1000 people) before the NazieBaVar. The soviets had deported some of the
richest and most educated Jews from Merkim Siberia just before the war (e.g. the teachemf
Merkiné Pro-gymnasium Kolimikas and his family, etc.). 8-10 families were alépd to the Siberia
from Merkirg, all in all?

The Germans troops occupied Mekkion 23 June 1941. The town suffered severely frioen t
military actions. The majority of the buildings wharnt. Shops were looted during the shootings by
German soldiers and local people. 8 —10 peoplesipedi as a result of the military action. The pagsin
by German military units gunned down 24 peopleegdtlly communists. During the first days of Nazi
occupation, the German Military Commander’s Offigcas set up in Merkiy) a provisional committee
was established (and chaired by teacher Kazys k& and so was a partisan squad of 75 persons
(with K. Valiukas as a commander) and a policei@tats policemen served there. Juozas Kvaraciejus
became Acting Chief of the Police Station of thedRDistrict (Bonifacas Naujokas became Chief of
the Police Station in the middle of July 1941). ibgrthe first weeks of the Nazi occupation, the
remaining communists, members of the Young Commli@ague, and soviet activists were subject to
persecutions. In the middle of July 1941, 14 pesseare detained in Merkénsolation ward. Another
14 persons had to register themselves in the Boaimander’s Officé.On 6 July 1941, the list signed
by Acting Chief of Merkig Police Station J. Kvaraciejus included the nanfes3gpersons detained in
Merkiné isolation ward for communist activities. There we Jews, 1 Russian and 14 Lithuanians
among thent. The list of “persons engaged in the anti-Statéviagt signed on the same day by J.
Kvaraciejus included the names of 98 persons froenkMé Rural District. The absolute majority of the
listed persons were Lithuanians, though there Brdews among them.

At the beginning of the war, MerkérRabbi D. Stupelis hid himself. The German Commainde
Merkiné ordered to find and deliver the 84-year-old ralifl. more famous Jews of Merkirwere
arrested. Not only the arrested Jews but all thdshepopulation of the town were threatened with
execution. Rabbi D. Stupelis dressed himself itifesclothes and came to the German commander.

2 Akiras-Birzys, “Lietuvos miestai ir miesteliait.ithuanian Town) Vol. 1 (“Alytaus apskritis: Daky krastas”), Kaunas, 1931,
p.p. 478-479.

*N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburighuanian Jewish Communities.p. 193-194; J. PerednieriZydy bendruomeé Varénoje
XIX a. pabaigoje — XX a. I-oje pé” (“The Jewish Community of Vana in the Late 1®Century and Early 2bCentury”),
1997, manuscript, p.p. 5-6. The copy is kept ingbesonal archives of the author; “1941 m. birzslikilimas,” collected
documents, compiled by V. BrandiSauskas, V., 2p0@17.

1«1941m. birzelio sukilimas.” Collected documeris217.

2 “Masinés Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p.p. 88-89.

% Ibid., p.p. 90-94.
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The executioners mocked at the rabbi and thendkitien in a most sadistic way. The remains of the
chopped body of the rabbi were buried in Megkiewish cemetery.

Soon after, the turn came for the surviving Jewdefkiné to be killed. At the beginning of
September 1941, policemen and white-bands of Merdlnove Merkie Jews to the synagogue and
school, as ordered by Chief of the Police B. NaagokThe Jews were told that they would be taken
away for labour. The arrested Jews were kept insgm@agogues and the school for 5-6 days. Their
selection was made there too. Firstly, men up toydérs were selected and taken away. Younger
women and girls were taken somewhere on the fotigwday. According to some witnesses, two large
Jewish groups (one of 300 persons and the othepbA80 persons) were driven to Alytus prison by
local white-bands.The arrested Jews of Merkinvere made starve. The Lithuanians who tried tp hel
the JEWGS were pushed away. More Jews were browgherkine from Leipalingis, Seirijai and
LiSkiava.

Young men from Vilkiautinis, Papigk and Navikas Villages of LiSkiava parish were &ut¢o
dig ditches for the Jew-shooting by the policenm@me digging lasted the whole night. By the morning,
a car with two Germans came. One of the Germanedasiho was willing to shoot the Jews, but
nobody volunteered. Then the German got very aagdyordered them to go home immediately and
tell nobody what they were doing the whole night.

Merkiné resident Kazys PoguZzelskis gave evidence aboukillivey of the Jews: “I saw through
the window of my house how Merkinlews were driven to the ditch. First, the Jewigmmwith tied
hands were driven. Three policemen were ahead nmgnap the hill; they were followed by the
condemned surrounded with drunk policemen and 8&of. The victims had been evidently beaten by
sticks and butts of rifles and were forced to N#hen they reached the top of the hill, they werelena
to lie and were beaten again; finally they wereelnito the nearby ditch. When they did away with th
men, the turn came for women. | recall this asviérgthing has happened today and see teacher
Mansauskie&é who was loved by all the population of Merkipassing by my house together with the
crowd of those condemned to the place of theirlgdwatnd in hand with her children. Other women also
carried their children. The picture was horribleef the girls suddenly started running away ftbm
group. Unfortunately, she was not lucky to get afeay She was shot near the steep bank of the Stang
Brook close to my house. | have lived up to 83 geéut | have never seen such a horrifying and
touching picture...%

Merkiné Jews were shot on 10 September 1941. On the ethee agxecution, two cars full of
soldiers in Lithuanian and German uniforms camenfiytus. The following morning (10 September)
the arrivals and local white-bands drew the Jewthé&pine-tree grove behind the Jewish cemetery.
Before the execution, the condemned were undremseédorced to the ditches and shot from above.
First, the Jews of the working age were shot, twemen, children and the elderly followed. Some
white-bands from Merkih also took part in the shooting. Chief of the RolB. Naujokas was also
present in the place of the massacre. A part ofvibims’ clothes were taken by the Jew-shooters
themselves. According to the report by K. Jaged 8wvs, among them 223 men, 355 women and 276
children, were killed in Merkia® That was how the old and famous community of Merkiews was
exterminated.

4 E. Oshry,The Annihilation of Lithuanian Jewrp. 221.

® Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Janitius of 4 November 1946, LSA, doc.col. 3377, investhb5, file 140, p.p.
37-41.

®J. Perednien “Zydy bendruometVarénoje...,” (“Jewish Community in V&na”), manuscript, p. 8.

1J. Perednien “Zydy bendruome#Varénoje...,” p.p. 8-9.

2 Quotation from J. PerednigrZydy bendruomeé Varenoje...,” p. 8.

3 Extract from the court session of the War Tribusfal9 October 1944, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sct&fsl.file 140, p. 122;
Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Janidieis of 4 November 1946, ibid., p.p. 124-125; “Masitiudyrs Lietuvoje,”
Vol. 2, p. 390; ibid., Vol. 1, p. 135.
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Seirijai

There were ca 400 Jewish families in Seirijai befdfW! and 1050 Jews in 1921As far as its
size is concerned, the Jewish community of Seigjgmitted to the Jewish community of Alytus in
size. In 1930, upon his visit to Seirijai, P. Bisz4kiras briefed about the Jews of Seirijai in higes:
“There are over 200 Jewish families in Seirijagytthave 2 synagogues, one of them is over 100 years
old, a wooden one; the other synagogue is also @o@hd was built in 1927. Local Rabbi Izraelis
Guldinas has lived in Seirijai for 22 years; he fef America in 1929 together with Rumsiskis Ratubi
raise funds for the Holy Jewish Seminary in Kaurlsey say that the rabbi of Seirijai has already
settled in Rochester Town and would not returnitbuania.

The Jewisholksbankwas set up in Seirijai on 9 January 1921. It ht2l @epositors [...]"

The Jews owned the majority of the shops in thentdBome of the Jews (Josifas Grebarskis,
Fruma Vezbotskis) were the owners of big estatdwrdiad breweries and a liqueur factory. The local
Jewish community also had a Hebrew school (with pR@ils), large library, sections of different
Jewish political parties, charity organisationsorsp clubs “Makabi” and “Hapoel”, and a team of
Jewish firemen. A part of Seirijai Jews left for AlSMexico, South Africa and Palestine during the
inter-war period.

The German troops occupied Seirijai on 23 June 194 town had been shelled by the
German aviation, thus, the majority of houses wermnt. When the Germans occupied the town, the
local population informed them that the communisf@wish nationality, Joselis Garbarskis, had been
shooting at the Germans. The Germans took him aamaly shot dead. They also shot Jeruchomas
Garbarskis who tried to defend his father and se\aeher Jews.

During the first days of the Nazi occupation, fornudficer of the criminal police Alfonsas
Nykstaitis and Chief of the Rural District Antandsiskeliinas organised an armed “partisan” squad in
Seirijai. The squad co-ordinated its activity wtbmmander of the German Secret Police in Seirijai
Bohme. The registration of former soviet officialsd activists was announced. During the first weeks
20 soviet activists were killed in Seirijai (the joréty of them were Lithuanians). Jews of the waorki
age were forced to hard labour. Although the Jefithe town lived in their homes until August, they
had to wear the Yellow Star of David. The Jews wased for labour following the instructions by
Commander Bshmé.

Even before the mass killing of the Jews in Seifjd September 1941), a part of the town
Jewish men had been taken to Alytus. The Jews teddethat they are taken away for labour. The
Jewish men were delivered to Alytus prison by $®irhite-bands. The Jews who were transferred to
Alytus from Seirijai were later gunned down togetivdth the Jews from other rural districts of Algtu
County. Before the mass killing, the Jews from igeiwere kept in a vocational school. On 11
September 1941, the squad of tiiebattalion under command of B. Norkus and J. Oligleame to
Seirijai from Alytus by bus. Firstly, men were bght to the place of execution in Barauésikorest (ca
3 km South East of Seirijai). They were laid dowrthe ditches and shot by the self-defence battalio
from above. After that women and children were tate this place. They were shot in another ditch.

4 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbuirghuanian Jewish Communitigs. 262.

1 p. Birzys-Akiras, “Alytaus apskritis: Diky krastas,” p. 406.

2 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communitigs.p. 262-263.

% E. Oshry,The Annihilation of Lithuanian Jewrp. 244.

* “Masines zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p.p. 98-102.

® Interrogation minutes of B. Skliutas of 25 Jun6@.9LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 46373/&). 2, p.p. 130-130 a.p.
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Local “partisans” drove the Jews to the place @f ¢éixecution and guarded them during the shooting.
After the shooting the “partisans” drank beer iirige pub.!
According to the report by K. Jager, on 11 Septem®d1, 953 Jews, including 229 men, 384
women and 340 children, were killed in Seirfjai.

Simnas

On the following day (12 September 1941), the squader command of B. Norkus shot 414
Jewish men, women and children in Simh&earch for more information on the participatidrtte
“flying squad” in the killings in Simnas were naicgessful. What is available is that the “flyingiaqg”
killed no less than 3,386 Jews during its operaitioAlytus County from 9 to 12 September 1941.

Varéna

Varéna Town started growing during the second halhef1d’ century with the construction of
a railway, setting-up a ground and barracks. Adogrdb the data of the 1897 population censusgther
were 2,624 people, including 1473 Jews inéiar Vaéna was severely damaged during WWI. A lot of
houses were burnt and quite a few people left thent There were 70 farmsteads and 407 people in
Varéna in 1923. After the war, the town was dividedwssn Poland and Lithuania. The demarcation
line went along the Merkys River. Lithuania had &re | (which became a part of Alytus County), and
Poland had Vana Il. During the Independence, ¥aa | was the centre of the Rural Distficthe
majority of Vaéna Jews stayed in the Lithuanian part of&ar Upon his visit to V&na in 1930, P.
Birzys — Akiras described the life of local Jewso.t He talked with Vana Rabbi HirSa Jankelis
Bleimanas who came to Lithuania from Crimea in 1®2Birzys — Akiras wrote: “there were 3 Jewish
synagogues and approximately 600 families inéWarbefore the war. Now there are only 70 families
left. There were 3 people’s schools, and only dna@m remained. There was one synagogue, restored
in 1922. The Jews also had thewmlksbank established in 1920, which had one million litashover in
1929”° During the inter-war period, Vama Jews had fourteen shops, carton factory (prppeft
Dovydas JarSanskis), and a bookshop. A part ofngadews emigrated to USA, Argentina and Palestine
during the inter-war years.

The German troops occupied ¥aa on 26 June 1941. During the first days of theupation,
the persecution of the remaining communists, soativists and Jews started. The town population
were acquainted with the order by ¥a&a commander, which threatened with capital punéstinfior
disobedience to the occupant government. Curfewimpssed in the town. All the Jews were ordered
to register themselves at 8 a.m. every mornindhatRolice StatioA.Soon the Jews were ordered to
wear the Yellow Star of David. The Jews were angiabout their future. At the beginning, they thaugh
that they were taken for labour. Thus, &®a Jews sent their delegation to Director of thea8aium
Doctor Grigaitis asking for his pleading. At thamé, Wermacht colonel stayed in the sanatorium.
However, nobody provided any assistance to the Jews

! Interrogation minutes of J. Celigitis of 17 May 1960, ibid., p. 201; interrogatiommties of K. Macedulskas of 29 March
1960, ibid., p.p. 204-204 a.p.

2 “Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.

% Ibid., p.135.

*N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbukrghuanian Jewish Communitigs. 207; B. Kviklys, “Misy Lietuva” (Qur Lithuania, V.,
Mintis, 1989, Vol. 1, p.p. 413-414.

® P. Birzys-Akiras, “Lietuvos miestai ir miesteliai/ol. 1, p. 565.

L'N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburihuanian Jewish Communities. 208.

2 “Masinés Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p.p. 112-113.

% J. Perednien “Zydy bendruomefVarénoje XIX a. pab. — XX a. |-oje pég,” p. 7.
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During the first days of September local policenaenl white-bands forced \Mara Jews to the
synagogue of the town. They were kept there foersdwdays. On 10 September 1941, Chief of Alytus
Security Police Pranas Zenkéwus, his deputy Juozas Kvedargus, and 30 — 40 strikers came to
Varéna. The arrivals jointly with the local collaboreganade the Jews undress to underwear and drove
them in the direction of Drudgkai Village. The people of the town were orderedit@at home and close
the curtains. The Jews were taken to the formeurgte of the Tsarist Army and gunned down in two
trenches at the forest. The witnesses say thataepeople from Vama took part in the shooting.
According to the report by K. Jager, 831 Jews,uditlg 541 men, 141 women and 149 children, were
killed in total?

Only Parson of Vamna Jonas Gylys dared to express his open protastsaghe killings. On the
eve of the massacre, he addressed Chief afndalPolice Station Juozas Kvaraciejus by askingto |
him visit the Jews kept in the synagogue. Althotiyh Chief of the Police banned this visit, J. Gylys
came to the synagogue on his own where he comfartdcdtonsoled the condemned. The guards drove
the parson away from the synagogue. After the di@cwf the Jews, J. Gylys openly and severely
condemned the killing of innocent lives from thdpiu(14 September 1941): “the innocent people were
beaten by the Lithuanians in uniforms who also pdstld people and pregnant women, they also shed
innocent blood in Vaina forest. The victims suffered as Christ suffdrech the Jews. And they already
looted their property without waiting for the blodad dry”> J. Kvaraciejus reported about this brave
deed of J. Gylys to his superior, i.e. Chief of thly County Police. In 1942, Parson J. Gylys wasedov
from Varna.

The report of 1 December 1941 by K. Jager on thesl®otings in Lithuania by the German
Security Police and SD action squad No. 3 makpessible to conclude that in August and September
1941 no less than 6,165 Jews were killed in Alytag/n and its environs. The real number of victims
had to be higher, since the report by K. Jagendidnclude the record of those Jews who weredkile
communists and soviet activists during the firsysdand weeks of the war. Moreover, it is known that
several dozens of Jews from Jieznas were sentdoa?(Marijampat County) and were killed together
with the Jews from Prienai. Therefore, the comparisf the number of the Holocaust victims with the
statistical data of 1 January 1941 results in ceddference (8,030 — 6,165 =1865 people). ltkely
that a small number of the Jews from Alytus Cowtgceeded in escaping to the depths of the Soviet
Union at the beginning of the war, although thaimier should not be very big, since the German
troops occupied the whole territory of Alytus Coudtring the two first days of the war.

4 S. Samuleviius, “Negyjanti 60 met Zaizda: Kraupi Varenos krasto Zyd tragedij prisiminus” (“Uncured Wound of 60 Years:
Recalling the Horrible Tragedy of the Jews from &f@r Region”), inMerkio kraStas8 September 2001, No. 69; “Masin
Zudyres Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 135.

® “Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 113.
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KAUNAS COUNTY

Kaunas County occupies almost the central roldhénttistory of the Genocide (Holocaust) of the
Lithuanian Jewry. Kaunas was the administrative a@otitical centre of Lithuania during the Nazi
occupation. Namely Kaunas Town and County werditsegrounds for practising political measuresiod
Nazi occupant (including those with respect to flesvs). There were 16 rural districts within Kaunas
County under the Nazi occupation. There were nuosdewish communities in almost all the centres of
rural districts (excluding Raudondvaris, Pakuo#akstoji Panemué and Lags). All of them had been
exterminated by the start of September 1941.

When the Nazis occupied Lithuania (Kaunas County aecupied during the first three days of the
war — note by A.B.), the persecution (arrests,ibgaand shooting) of the remaining communists, inens
of the Young Communist League and soviet officetisrted. The first weeks of the occupation (calunti
August 1941) was the time when the Jews in Kaurmasty were often persecuted for political reasaes,
as collaborators and supporters of the soviet aotupegime, rather than for those racial or natigfoa
being Jews). Jewish communists, members of the y @ommunist League, soviet officials and activists,
mainly men, suffered most. Mass persecution ofJ#hes in Kaunas County started in August 1941, as in
the majority of Lithuania counties, with the inttadion of German civilian administration in LithuanSA
Oberfiihrer Arnold Lentzen was appointed Commandd¢amnas Military District (which was composed
of Kaunas, Kdainiai, Marijampat, Sakiai, Alytus, Vilkaviskis and Lazdijai Count)elsy the end of July.
According to the unofficial data from the BoardSihtistics, 83,161 (86.91 %) Lithuanians and 4,3636
% ) Jews lived in Kaunas County on 1 January 1941.

It is known that the end of June 1941 marked tlaget sif mass killings of the Jews in Kaunas.
According to the report by K. Jager, Chief of ther@an Security Police and SI¥ Zction Squad (the
latter took over the functions of the Security Pelin Lithuania on 2 July 1941 — note by A.B.), thst
wide-ranging killing of the Jews of Kaunas Courntgk place in Vandziogala on 9 July 1941. 32 Jewish
men, 2 Jewish women, 1 Lithuanian woman, 2 Lithaantommunists, and 1 Russian communist were
killed at that timé. The Nazi resolution of the “Jewish issue” was lie hands of the German Security
Police and SD, however, an efficient and quick Ikggmn of the issue was impossible without the stssice
of Lithuanian administration (first and foremostthwdut the police and so-called partisans (whitedisgn
As K. Jager wrote in his report, extermination lo¢ tJews “could be achieved only thanks to the dlyin
squad of selected men and commanded by Obershturenfilamann who clearly understood my goals and
was capable of ensuring co-operation with Lithuamartisans and corresponding civil institutions”.

However, the Jews had been also persecuted in ottigs before their mass killing. First of all,
attempts were made to deprive them of civil and dumghts and segregate them from people of other
nationalities. Later they were driven to ghettosl @amps of temporary isolation and their propergsw
seized. Finally, they were entirely exterminatedmthanders of German military districts issued adésu
decrees on the Jewish issue. For instance, Commah#@unas District A. Lentzen issued a communiqué
of 4 August 1941 No.3 to Kaunas District. Followitige communiqué the Jews who ran away from the
town during the war were not allowed to return @uldas District. All the owners and managers of Bsus
were strictly ordered not to give shelter to thieimeing Jews. The Jews were also banned to sellealde
in any way their movable and immovable propertylufa to obey the provisions of the communiqué wioul
result in the severest punishmérthus, from the very start the Nazi occupant theegoment was
interested in the registration and taking overha dewish property. On 6 August 1941, the goveafor

! National composition of the Lithuanian populatemtording to the data of the Board of Statistic danuary 1941, LCSA,
doc.col. R-743, inv.sched. 5, file 46, p. 172.

2 “Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 131.

! Quotation from “Masias Zudys Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 138.

2 “Masinés Zudyrms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 29.
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Kaunas County sent a letter to all the chiefs @dlrdistricts within the county where he obligeérthto
report by 13 August on the amounts that the Jeiedféo pay in different taxes (national, localg.gtthe
debts of the Jews to the people of other natiaasjitbanks, co-operatives, etc. and the Jewishepop
which had not been nationalised so far (by theetayovernment): building, farms, different entesps and
property which is not used in householdSoon, the chiefs of rural districts reported cspanding
information to the governor of the coufftffounty governor shortly replied to the chiefs wfat districts
that “according to the directives of Kaunas Dist@mmmander the remaining Jewish property withim th
boundaries of rural districts, including inventarietc. are transferred to the chiefs of rural distwho will
take care of proper management and protectioni®ptoperty”

The process of the registration and seizure of skewroperty went along the concentration of the
Jews in ghettos and temporary camps. On 7 Auguét,1Raunas County Governor Bortké&us gave
instructions to all the chiefs of rural districtsdachiefs of police stations concerning settlenoérihe Jews
in ghettos by 15 August 1941. The so-called parisaad to guard ghettos. The Jewish men of 12 eéfsy
of age who were in ghettos had to be listed acogrth professions and the lists had to be traredeto
municipalities, police stations and Kaunas Courdyegnor. To maintain order within ghettos, the Jwi
police of 5-15 persons had to be organised and édifmvith wooden sticks. Jewish committees (of 12
persons) had to be elected in ghettos to managmaitissues. The Jews have to take care of fodten
own account; they received reduced ratios withbatright to get meat and diary products, fat angseg
Food allocated for ghettos had to be handed ovethéoJewish committee, which took care of its
distribution. Chiefs of rural districts and polis&ations of rural districts were made responsibtesktting
up ghettos and maintenance of the established.brder

Noted here should be the fact that ghettos wereestatblished in all the centres of rural district
within Kaunas County. Larger ghettos were set upanava, Vilkija, Garliava, and Darsgskis. Generally
speaking, ghettos wee set up in synagogues anthbmigng Jewish houses. After the mass killing in
Kaunas 7 Fort in July 1941, mass execution of the Jewsestdan Kaunas County in the middle of August.
In the past the Jews who were suspected to be edgagcommunist activities or support to the soviet
government fell victims of the massacre most oftenwyever, from that time on, the extermination lbtlzae
Jews was lunched (including men, women, and chiddrend it was based on racial-anti-Semitic ideplog
of the Nazi. Thus, real genocide (Holocaust) sthrésd the Jews were killed on the grounds of ttesie
(nationality). In the middle of August, the Nazitlaorities enjoyed more favourable preconditionsrass
killing of the Jews as the latter were concentrateghettos. The Jews of Kaunas Town were in ghajfto
that time, thus the Nazi administration had mongacéies and time to “solve” the Jewish issue inukas
and other counties.

On 16 August 1941, upon the instructions by thentaer Security Police and SD, Director of the
Police Department Vytautas Reivytis sent a sedretilar No. 3 to the Chief of Kaunas County Police:
“Upon the receipt of this circular, arrest all theawvish men over 15 years of age and the women wiiogd
the Bolshevik occupation were distinguished foiirtB®lshevik activities or are still distinguishéak this
activity or their impertinence, as detailed in tiwes. The detainees have to be gathered on theroeds
and information about them has to be sent to tHed®epartment immediately with special means of
communication. This communiqué should specify tteeg and the number of detainees and the kind of
detained Jews.

Arrangements should be made to supply the detaiwébsfood and appropriate protection, thus
auxiliary police can be employed to this end.

3 Letter by Kaunas County Governor of 6 August 184ll the chiefs of rural districts and Kaunas BiyuTax Inspector,
LCSA, doc.col. R-1534, inv.sched. 1, file 193, f. 3

4 List of immovable Jewish property in Kaunas Coumtitich was nationalised and remained in the Jetwstus, ibid., b.191, p.
691.

® Letter by Kaunas County Governor to all the chifsural districts, ibid., b.191, p. 200.

! “Masinés Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.p. 290-291.
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This circular has to be carried out within two ddg@m its receipt. The detained Jews will be
guarded until they are taken and transferred ta#mep.” The said circular was sent to the chiefs of police
of other counties. The chiefs of police stationsuldokeep the Police Department informed about the
procedure for implementation of the circular. Thegess of gathering of Jews and their preparaton f
killing was very fast. 34 Jews were detained in Balwhere they were locked-up and kept in the
synagogue.

73 Jewish men and 46 women were detained in GarlialVv in all. They were also kept in the
synagogue. By 17 August 1941, 83 men and 20 wonee arrested in Jonava. The Jews from Kruonis
Rural District were settled in Dansiskis Village. Only about 50 old Jewish women a@d30 children
below 15 years of age were left in Kruonis Rurastbct. 54 Jews were gathered within the boundarfes
Petrainai Police Station. They were settled in the presisf Petrasinai municipality*

30 Jews who were detained in VandZziogala were welabtai. 280 men and 120 women were
transferred from Vilkija (the documents do not sfyewhere — note by A.B.). Only 18 women were ligft
Vilkija synagogue. 21 Jewish women franekiskes, 14 Jewish women from Veliuona, 62 Jewish women
from Seredzius, and 14 Jewish men were also kepethAll in all, 129 Jews were kept in Vilkija
synagogue.

67 Jews, including 29 from Zapyskis, 2 from Jankad 36 from Paezérai were kept in the
isolation ward of Zapyskis Police Station.

Before their execution, the Jews were registeredpdumdered by the way of “contributions”. On 21
August 1941, following the instructions of Kaunastidct commander, the governor of Kaunas County se
his decree to the chief of rural districts (unedlitext — note by A.B.): “Following the instructidsy the
district commander | hereby order you no later tB&nAugust to charge the Jews (of both gendergjinvit
the boundaries of the rural district with contribas and demand from them the following amountsmfil
to 10 Jewish heads — 1000 roubles, from 11 — 2@sbeveads — 2,000 roubles, etc.”

This requirement has to be submitted to the seresentative of the Jewish Committbalébog
with the warning that in case of the failure to phg required contributions within 24 hours, eatithem
will be subject to the punishment of shooting.

The extracted amounts were put on the special atadihe municipality.

Upon the completion of this order, a report shdugddelivered to me no later than 26 August and
contain a detailed description of this tadk”.

Shortly, the chiefs of rural districts started segdeports to the county governor about the ctéigc
contributions. The reports make it evident thatatal 2,945 Jews of Kaunas County paid 298,100 lesub
as contributions by 25 August 1941.

On 22 August 1941, Kaunas District Commander A.ttem urged Chief of Kaunas County
Bortke\S/iéius to complete gathering of the Jews in the coamty clarify their approximate number in the
county:

Following the order by the district commander, KasirCounty governor authorised the chiefs of
rural districts to deliver the following informaticon their rural districts by 28 August 1941: 1y men
of 12 — 60 years of age, 2) Jewish men of overe&gg/of age, 3) Jewish women from 12 to the old 4pe
Jewish children (girls and boys) below 12 years &phthe total number of the Jews. An order was also

2 Secret circular by the Police Department of 16 #s1d 941 No. 3, LCSA, doc.col. R-683, inv.schedilg,2, p. 1
! Reports by the chiefs of police stations to thecedepartment, LCSA, doc.col. R-683, inv.schedilg 2, p.p. 20-89.
2 .
Ibid.
3 Letter by Kaunas County Governor of 21 August 18%4ll the chiefs of rural districts, LCSA, dod.601534, inv.sched.1, file
190, p. 1.
* Reports of the chiefs of the rural districts ofuas County to the County Governor about contritmstipaid by Jews, LCSA,
doc.col. R-1534, inv.sched.1, file 190, p.p. 2-21.
® Letter by the Commander of Kaunas District of 2&)Ast 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, ibid., f86 1p. 5.
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given to include into the specified number of mdintlkose men who had previously been detained,
irrespective of where they were takert to.

Following the order of the county governor, theegiof rural districts kept informing their superio
about the number of the Jews in their rural digrié\t that time (28 August 1941), there were naslé
Lapés and Aukstoji PanemadrRural Districts. In total, data were collected3220 Jews in Kaunas County
by 28 August 194%.The majority of the Jews from Raudondvaris Rurastiizt were transferred to
Vilijampolé Ghetto in the middle of August 1941. The Jews fitapes Rural District (20 people) were also
moved theré.

28 August 1941 marked the start of mass killingtlué Jews throughout Kaunas County. The
majority of the executions not only in Kaunas Cqumit also in the entire Lithuania (except for \Wis and
Siauliai Districts) were related to the aforemenéid flying (mobile) squadRollkommando Hamanmf SS
Obershturmfiihrer Joachim Hamann. Thus, who werg, the said Hamann and his squad? On the eve of
the Nazi —Soviet War, the German Security Policg 8B action groupsEinsatzgruppenwere set up and
charged with the task to kill the Nazi enemiesha bccupied counties. On the eve of the war with th
soviets, the Nazi set up four action groups — ACBand D. The commanders of the action groups were
directly appointed by H. Himmler and R. HeydrichneéDaction group was set up for each army group
(Northern, Central and Southern). “A” Group wagibtited to the Northern Army Group which was
charged with the task to occupy the states rouadtitic sea and Leningrad. “A” Action Group wasdea
up of the 2% and ¥ Action Squads Hinsatzkommanddsand la and 1b Special Squads
(Sonderkommandp$ “A” Action Group was first commanded by SS Brigéideer Walter Stahlecker. The
3 squad (hereinafter 3/A) of “A” action group wasremanded by SS Shtandartenfiihrer Karl Jager. This
Action Squad had over 120 members who were dividedthree smaller squadguegd. J. Hamann was
commander of one of the squads and adjutant ofiferd J Hamann was known as active anti-Semite. K.
Jager and J. Hamann are believed to have arrivédaunas as early as the first days of the German
occupation. The latter was charged with the tasiCbynmander of “A” Action Group W. Stahlecker to
organise a flying squad for mass killing of the demmd communisfsThe German Security Police and SD
did not have enough capacities to carry out thaskst Therefore, 3/A Action Squad invited the soisliof
the National Labour Defence (TDA) Battalion whicrasvabout to be formed in Kaunas for help. It
happened so that®3Company of the TDA Battalion was often assignedssnkillings of the Jews. J.
Hamann’s flying squad did not function permanemtty it had its special place of location. Generally
speaking it would be formed for carrying out spieadiperations involving several German Gestapaef§
and several dozens soldiers of the TDA. J. Hamanmsdif very often refrained from going to the
executions in the province and limited his dutiesharging the soldiers of thé' Battalion with this task
(i.e. Lieutenants A. Dagys, J. Barzda, and B. Nsyk®ne might guess that the following officersS8
would often represent the German side: HauptshafliRorst, Stuetz, Salzmann, Mack and Planert. SS
Hauptsharfiihrer H. Rauca was J. Hamann’s deputy.

The so-called flying squad would go on missiong/avihen all the preparatory work was completed,
i.e. the Jews condemned to death were gatheredeplace, all local police and “partisans” wererged
with guarding them, a more remote place is chosethe execution of the Jews (often in a foregeanote
fields), and ditches were dug. As a rule, soldérd volunteers of'3 Company appointed for the mission
would often be engaged in killings in the provinBeveral German Gestapo officers would also amive

! Letter by Kaunas County Governor No. 973 (undated)l the chief of rural districts, ibid., file88, p. 8.

2 Communiqué of the chiefs of rural districts to IKaa County Governor on the number of the Jewsral districts, ibid., file
186, p.p. 9-33.

% Ibid., file 193, p. 46; file 190, p. 16.

4 H. Krausnick Hitlers Einsatzgrupperp.p. 124-125.

® K. StangKollaboration und Massenmorg.p. 154-155.

® Ibid., p.155.

! K stangKollaboration und Massenmoyg. 160.
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the planned place of the massacre by car. Thetrbgdf. Jager of 1 December 1941 contains a lostg li
of place names where Hamann’'s squad jointly with kithuanian “partisans” carried out the Jewish
massacres. According to the available archival,datan be stated that not all the places listeld.iJager’s
report (particularly those in the province) invalvie soldiers of TDA Police Battalion (later nanibkd £
Battalion). It is possible to guess that the Jesasfquite a few places of Lithuania were killed Ibgal
police and “partisan” squads without Hamann'’s fiysguad taking part.

PetraSininai

Although Petrasinai was only a suburb of Kaunas, the notorious ntelpp K. Jager notes it as a
separate place of the Jew massacre. That is whyndssacre of Petragiai Jews is here attributed to
Kaunas County rather than to the killings in therio Moreover, executions of Petr@a$ai Jews were
completed by the time when other Jewish massacees @ompleted in the towns of Kaunas County.

During the first days of the war, former riflematadimiras Nefiodovas organised a squad of rebels.
Rebels had several fights with the withdrawing Rechy groups in Petra8nai environs. The squad of V.
Nefiodovas operated on 25-29 June 1941 and wasftateed out. Petrasnai rebels shot 10 and took as
captives 30 Red Army officers, captured ca 50 ating carriages of the Jews and returned themeat th
disposal of Kaunas Commander’s Offfce.

Petrasinai Jews were likely executed on 30 August 194% Siwviving letter of Kaunas County
Governor Bortkewiius indicates that on that day the prisoners ofwaied the Jews in Petragai’

On the day of the killing, ca 40 soldiers 8t @ompany of the TDA Battalion led by Lieutenants A.
Dagys and Bronius Pauliukonis left for Pet@iasii in two lorries. Warrant-Officer Z. Arlauskasacethe list
of the soldiers who had to carry out the operation.

The lorry came to the valley covered with bushethevicinity of Petrasinai. Two trenches of over
a dozen meters long were dug. The Jewish men, wamerchildren were driven to the place. They were
guarded by local armed men dressed as civilians.cbhdemned were forced to the edge of the trennhes
groups, their backs facing the shooters. Accortlintdpe command by Lieut. A. Dagys and Warrant-@ffic
Z. Arlauskas, the Jews were shot simultaneouslyo#t the trenches. The soldiers of tH& Gompany
carried out the shooting, whereas the locals guktide place of the massacre and the victims wheedai
for their turn. When the execution was over, theises of self-defence returned to Kaunas by Isttie

German Gestapo officers did not take part in thiengiof Petrasinai Jews. According to the report
by K. Jager, 125 Jews (including 30 men, 72 wonmeh28 children) were killed in Petragai.*

We will further examine the operation of killingetllews in rural districts of Kaunas County.

Jonava

Jonava was home to the largest Jewish communiaimas County. The Jews started settling in
Jonava from the very founding of the town (1775uribg the inter-war period, the Jews made up the
majority of the town population. 2,710 Jews (65%takn population) lived in Jonava in 1932, and tthei
number reached 3,000 on the eve of the war (in, titere were 5 thousand people in Jonava at itima) t
The Jews lived intensive economic, public and caltlife. The majority of the Jews in the town were
engaged in industry, crafts and trade. The Jews/hsy¢hagogues, religious and circular schoolsatibs,

2 “Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.p. 298-299.

! Letter by Kaunas County Governor of 5 Novemberl1@Commander of Kaunas District, LCSA, doc.coll534, inv.sched.
1, file 191, p. 172.

2 Interrogation minutes of J. Palubinskas of 1 Oetat961, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 8783, Vol. 1, p.p. 332-333.
% Interrogation minutes of J. Palubinskas of 1 Oetat961, ibid., p.p. 334-336.

* “Masines zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.
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political, cultural and sports organisations in @ In 1929, JewisWolksbankin Jonava had 560
depositors.

When the war broke out, many of the Jews in KaamasJonava tried to recede. The receding Jews
and soviet activists were shelled and bombed byn@eraircraft and Lithuanian anti-Soviet partisafis.
part of the fugitives were killed or injured, othdrid themselves in neighbouring villages or retdrhome,
some of them succeeded at escaping for Russia.

On 24 June, Lithuanian partisans launched theivigcin Jonava region. They blocked the roads
from Jonava and made the receding Jews returntbalinava. On the same day, Lithuanian partisaed fi
at the soviet military train heading from Kaunaste East

German troops occupied Jonava on 25 June 1941eWas a fierce battle for Jonava between
Germans and Soviet units, which also claimed lofesivilians from Jonava and resulted in the desiom
and burning of many building in the town. Some It lews from Jonava tried to hide in Kaunas. There
they were arrested and shot in tfeFor at the beginning of July 1941

During the first days of the war, a partisan sqaaghnised themselves in Jonava. About 50-60 men
joined the squad. The squad was led by Reserveddfifladas Kulvicas. Later the partisan squad was
renamed into self-defence battalion. This squad swdsordinate to the local Commander’s Office of
Wermacht, moreover, it had to carry out instructidtmy the German Security Police (Gestapo). Duttimg t
first days of the occupation, the self-defencedbiatt did not carry out repressive tasks. The membgthe
squad took care of the destroyed town, gatheredbamnéd bodies of the perished German and Russian
militaries and civilians. In addition, the membefsthe squad gathered arms that remained and brough
them to the headquarters of partisan (self-defesgead based in municipality. The squad also guaiaitoie
bridge over the Neris River, railway and other #gigant objects of military importance. Several \kee
later, the squad was fully armed and supplied whitithing of Lithuanian army brought from Kaunas.eTh
operational functions of the squad were extenddticéds of the Security Police Simas Dolgss and
Jokiibas Alekna started increasingly interfering inatdivity. They started using the squad for persenut
and extermination of soviet activists and Jews

On 7 August 1941, the governor of Kaunas Countyedsinstructions to all the chiefs of rural
distrifts within the county and chiefs of policatgins on the settlement of Jews in ghettos by @§uAt
19471,

At the start of August, the soldiers of self-defersguads drove all the Jewish men to the barracks
close to the Neris River. The Jewish ghetto habket@stablished namely there. It is likely that de¢ained
Jews dug several large pits in Girelka (Gégibrest outside Jonava (ca 1.5 km Northeast).Jew@sh men
were kept in the barracks for several days. On Gguat 1941, the Jews were lined up by the selfrabefe
battalion and accompanied to Gigaforest. The arrested were told that they are tifiey were driven to
work. Several German Gestapo officers and a sqtiadldiers arrived at the place of the executiamnir
Kaunas. A group of Jewish men who realised whathveggpening started running away from the foresé Th
majority of the fugitives were shot, however, 6 nsesceeded to escape. Later 5 fugitives were adestd
shot and only one of the fugitives Nachumas Bliurghs lived up to the end of the Nazi occupatiore Th
Jews were forced into the pits and shot by GernmahLithuanian self-defence soldiéréccording to the
report by K. Jager, 552 Jews (497 men and 55 womveng killed in Jonava on 14 August 194There
were quite a few party and soviet activists amdmgé shot.

® N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities.p. 378-382.

! Interrogation minutes of N. Bliumbergas of 30 G&p1945, LSA, doc.col. K—1, inv.sched. 58, fil&588/3, Vol. 2, p. 183 a.p.
2 E. Oshry,The Annihilation of Lithuanian Jewrp. 284.

% Interrogation minutes of V. Gineitis of 25 Aprid@7, ibid., Vol. 1, p.p. 55-56.

* “Masinés zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.p. 290-291.

! Interrogation minutes of N. Bliumbergas of 30 M&p1945, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file588/3, Vol. 2, p. 183 a.p.
2 “Masines Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 133.

% Interrogation minutes of S. Kaplan of 8 June 1965A, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47536/3,IVb, p. 256.
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At the end of August 1941, Jr Lieut. Jonas Juigsi was appointed commander of the Jonava
self-battalion instead of V. Kulvicas who abusedohbl? After the fist mass killing of the Jews from
Jonava, the surviving Jewish families spent a awplweeks in their flats. After that the soldiefsself-
defence battalion forced all the Jews who livethigir flats to the barracks (“ghetto”). The Jewf$ éegreat
many of their belongings in their flats. As a résalass loitering of their flats started. The beksawere
constantly guarded by 12 soldiers of self-deferattabon. The Jews spent a couple of days in theables
before their execution. However, before the Killiigg Jews had to pay contribution. On 23-24 August,
Jonava Jews paid 120,000 roubles in contributiofisere were 1257 Jews in Jonava Rural Districbreef
the executioh The second mass execution of the Jews from Jomakaplace in late August and early
September (between 31 August and 2 Septemberhédaaty of the execution, following the instructiaris
the Chief of Jonava Security Police, Jr Lieut.uteviius appointed 16 men from his squad to carry oait th
executiorl. The Jews were driven to the place of the masdacitee Girai¢ forest in groups. Before the
escorting, soldiers of self-defence battalion wgreen vodka. Chief of Jonava Security Police and
Commander of Self-defence Battalion Jr Lieut. Jevkiius was also present in the place of the massacre.
As soon as the first group of the condemned wdsckilTDA Battalion Lieutenants B. Norkus and Vladas
Malinauskas came to Giraitorest from Kaunas. They continued commandindheéxecution jointly with
the chief from Gestapo. J. Jur&us returned to Jonava and did not join in theirglllatef. The shooting
was done not only by the members of Jonava squiadl$m by the “partisans” from other areas and is¢ve
Germans who were all dressed as civilians. At #@rming men were shot, and later women and cimldre
followed. Before the shooting the victims had t@ress to underwear. As soon as one group was exkcut
the bodies were buried under sand and chalk, #atether group was brought to the pit and shot. Boene
of executioners could not stand the horrible sgendember of Jonava squad L. Gineitis was evenddek
up in the isolation ward of the German Command®ffice for “recreant behaviour” at the shooting

1556 Jews (112 men, 1200 women and 244 childreng widled during the second execution in
Jonavd’. Only 200 women and children were left in Jonavee(® .

Jonava population was very dissatisfied with theosihg of the Jews. The then Police Chief of
Jonava Rural District, Juozas Stankess, informed his superiors in Kaunas about thhe Police Chief of
Kaunas Town, K. Renigeris, invited J. Stankews to come to Kaunas. J. Stank&ws arrived in Kaunas
and together with K. Renigeris went to see the Garmilitary commander. The latter phoned to the
Gestapo and said that the remaining Jews from donawuld be transported to Kaunas Ghetto. Upon his
return to Jonava, Stankeiis found agreement with the Chief of the Ruraltiis on the appointment of
carriers for transporting the Jews to Kaunas. @rctbber 1941, Jonava Jews were taken to Kaunasdshet
In November 1941, the Germans arrested J. Statisvior his assistance to Jews and made criminal
changes against him. He was sentenced 2 yearssonpin autumn 1942, J. Stank&us was in Kaunas
prisons! After the Jews were transferred to Kaunas Ghattmymerous Jewish community of Jonava ceased
to exist.

In 1943, Jonava self-defence squad was incorpomatedhe Lithuanian 257Police Battaliorf.

* Interrogation minutes of J. Juréiis of 8 October 1949, ibid., file 13545/3, p. 24.

® Letter by the Chief of Jonava Rural District of 86gust 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, dulcR-1534, inv.sched.
1, file 190, p. 6.

® Letter by the Chief of Jonava Rural District of 80gust 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, ibid., fi&8, p. 11.

" Ibid., p. 25; interrogation minutes of V. Gineitis29 April 1967, ibid., file 47536/3, Vol. 1, p.p6—67.

8 Interrogation minutes of J. Juréiis of 8 October 1949, ibid., b. 13545/3, p.p. Z&—2

° Interrogation minutes of V. Gineitis 29 April 196Bid., file 47536/3, Vol. 1, p.p. 67-71.

10 “Masinés zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.

™ Interrogation minutes of S. Kaplan 8 June 1967A Ldbc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47536/3, Vb).p. 257.

! Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Sevikius of 28 September 1954, LSA, doc.col.3377, irhesc55, file 138, p.p.
158-159; interrogation minutes of S. Kaplan 8 J18&7, ibid., doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 4853 Vol. 1, p. 257.

2 Interrogation minutes of V. Gineitis 20 May 19@id., p. 118.
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At the end of Nazi occupation (summer 1944), then@ms tried to eliminate the trace of their
crime in Girai¢ forest. For almost two weeks, the Jewish rema®wecovered and burned in the place of
the massacre. The place of their incineration wassnded with soldiers and non-authorised persare
strictly forbidden to get closér.
The Holocaust survey on other rural districts oliKas County will be presented in an alphabetic
order.

Babtai

There were ca 1200 people living in Babtai beforé/Wof whom 80% were Jews. The number of
Jews decreased at the times of the Independeniddil. A part of them emigrated to USA or moved to
other towns of Lithuania. There were 153 Jews (% ®f the town population) in Babtai in 1923).

The German troops occupied Babtai on 24 June 193dal authorities were restored in the town.
Justinas JanuSauskas who performed his duties @rdetona’s rule became Chief of the Rural District,
and Kazys Trebunesius (other sources identify him as Tribin&us) was appointed Chief of Police of the
Rural District. A “partisan” (white-bands) squadsmarganised of former riflemen. The squad was kd b
Stanislovas Aniulis from Varekonys Village. “Paaiis” carried out orders of the chiefs of the Riatrict
and the Polic8.As early as the first days of occupation, arre§tsommunists, members of the Young
Communist League and soviet activists started. i@eVussian people (among them Stepanida PatySeva
and two her sons — 17-year-old Leonid and 15-y&PRamen) were shét.

On 17 July 1941, 8 communists and soviet activisuding 6 Jews, were killed in Babfai.

Mass persecution of Jews started in August 194%irétf the Jews were registered. On 11 August
1941, Chief of Babtai Rural District informed theo¥&rnor of Kaunas County that there were 93 Jews
living in town? Several days later the secret instruction by Viv{Ris was carried out, and 34 adult Jews
were arrested and locked up in the town synagod@esews from VandZiogala were also brought fAere.
The Jews were also ordered to pay contributionasTthey paid 9 thousand roubfeEhe Jews from Babtai
and Vandziogala were shot between 28 August ance@eBiber 1941. According to the majority of
witnesses, the executions were carried out ategenhing of September.

In the morning of the execution, the chief of Baldtawn brought several dozens of men from the
town and neighbouring areas to the selected pla@&abtai forest near the Ngiis River. He ordered the
men to dig up a ditch of 50 m long, 1 m broad amd @eep. It was completed about 2 p.When the ditch
was ready, two lorries with the soldiers 6t Gompany of T Battalion (ca 50 men) arrived at the site. They
were led by Officers B. Norkus, J. Barzda and A.g{3a The detained Jews were driven by local
“partisans” and policemen from the town to the pla€ the execution. A part of the Jews who had mgvi
problems (old people, small children) were broughtarriages. The Jews were undressed to underwear,
driven to the ditches and lined up facing the thean its very edge. Following the command by aiceff
the soldiers fired at the backs of the victims.cdgle of local “partisans” also joined the shoasingirstly,
men were killed, then women, children and the é&ydieilowed. All the soldiers of the'3Company who

% Copy of the interrogation minutes of V. K¢miaris of 29 September 1944, ibid., Vol. 2, p. 162 a

4 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbuighuanian Jewish Communitigs. 76.

® “Masinés Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.p. 291-294.

® Ibid., p.p. 293-296.

Y Ibid., p. 131.

Z Letter by the Chief of Babtai Rural Police of 1lighist 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, docRel534, inv.sched. 1,
file 193, p. 40.

% Reports by the Chiefs of Police Stations to thécBdepartment, ibid., doc.col. R-683, inv.schedil2 2, p.p. 20-89.

“ Letter by the Chief of Babtai Rural District of 2&igust 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, ducR-1534, inv.sched.
1, file 190, p. 6.

® Interrogation minutes of V. Zlobeckas of 15 JuBé2, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 4733W®. 8, p.p. 39-40.
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arrived fired in turns. The execution lasted fovesal hours. According to the evidence by witnesses
about 300-400 Jews from Babtai and VandZziogala ereeuted. After the executions, local executors an
arrivals shared clothes and other more precioussitef the victims among themseleAccording to the
report by K. Jager, 83 Jews from Babtai and 252sJBam VandzZiogala (in total, 335 people) were
executed. This closely coincides with the number of victifdentified by witnesses of the execution (300—
400 persons). According to the evidence of ondefwitnesses, a German with a camera also obstreed
massacre of the Jews from Babtai and VandZidhala.

Cekiske

Situated on the banks of the Dubysa Riwéekiske Town was a very important point on the
Kaunas—Raseiniai road. About 200 Jewish familigediin Cekiske before WWI. During the inter-war
period, the number of Jews in the town decreasguifisiantly. Ca 60 Jewish families lived ibekiske
before the Nazi-Soviet War (making up 45% of theanr population].

The majority of the Jews were engaged in crafts \segetable-growing. Local Jewish community
had its own bank during the Lithuanian Independdngth 60 people as its members), synagogue, Hebrew
school and a library. Smuelis—Zevas Melamedas heast rabbi o€ ekiske.?

Lithuanian administration started operatingiekiske during the first days on Nazi-Soviet War, like
in other counties and rural districts of Lithuar@ne of the initiators of the administrationGekiske was a
big farmer (who owned 103 ha farm in A. Smetonafees) and member of the nationalist party as well a
member of Kaunas County Board, Bronius Semaska2®fune 1941, a meeting was called in the town,
where a decision was made to set up a provisiasrahattee that would take care of re-establishmént o
authorities. The meeting proposed to elect StumBtasf of Cekiske Rural District, and Stasys Minelga
Chief of the Police of the Rural District. The catates had to be approved by Kauno County goveandr
chief of the police of Kaunas County. The said nmatibns were approved by the Commander’s Office in
Kaunas on 26 June 1941. Permit was granted tops@tpolice station with 5 staff membersdakiske. The
organisation of an auxiliary police (white-bandsjuad also startetl Soon persecution of communists,
members of the Young Communist League, soviet iatsivand Jews was launched. 4 communists and
soviet activists, among them Povilas Sadauskashén®Vincas and Kazys Ziaukas and Stasys Katjomsvi
were shot inCekiske during the first days of the Nazi occuaptfo®n 4 July 1941 Aleksas Skuodis was
appointed Chief of the Police @fekike Rural District (instead of S. Minelga). The fornreceived the
order from the chief of Kaunas County police toeatrcommunists and soviet activist first and thedeet
care of the arrests of the Jews. The arrested caoisisuand soviet activists had to be interrogated
concerning their activity under the soviet occupatiand their interrogation files had to be trarrsfe to the
Security Police in Kaunas. In July 1941, Kazys Mikas, Chief of Kaunas District of the Lithuanian
Security Police came t0ekiske. He made a list of communists and soviet activistse arrested jointly
with A. SkuodZius. From July to November 1941, thalice of CekiSk arrested over a dozen of
communists, members of the Young Communist Leagyue soviet activists.

® Interrogation minutes of P. Matiukas 2 October1,965A, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47337&l. 1, p.p. 157-161.

! “Masinés Zudyres Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.

8 Interrogation minutes of V. Zlobeckas 15 June 1962A, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47337/%IV8, p.p. 39-42.

L' N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburihuanian Jewish Communitigs. 80.

2 Ibid., p. 81.

% Extract from the court session of the War Tribusfa?4-25 November 1944, LSA, doc.col.3377, investB5, file 154, p.p. 94-
95.

* Certificate by the Executive Committee@ékiske District DZDT of 5 October 1944, ibid., p. 102.

® Extract from the court session of the War Tribusfa24-25 November 1944, LSA, doc.col.3377, investB5, file 154, p.
98,101.
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Stasys Gudavius, Commander of the Armed Squad of Vilkija Comaers Office, was one of
the organisers of an auxiliary police squad’gkiske. As soon as he came @@kiske, he held a meeting
with the population and encouraged the latter toupean armed squad for fighting communists, soviet
officials, and the Jews. After this visit quite @M volunteers appeared and joined the armed sdhad.
Gudavtius visited Cekidke several times. Generally speaking, he visits wouddult in shooting of
individual Jews

Wide-ranging mass persecution of Jews started guaul1941. In the middle of the month, ghettos
were set up and arrests of the Jews started ind&a@ounty.

There was no ghetto establishedCiekiske. In the middle of August, local policemen and \&hit
bands gathered Jews in the town synagogue and ddgsvlater accompanied them to Vilkija. Vilkija sva
one of the best known points of gathering of thesJe Kaunas County. On 16-18 August 1941, Jews wer
brought to Vilkija from Seredzius, Veliuona, ligkai and Cekiske Rural Districts. They were kept in
Vilkija synagogue. The Jews were also gatherednduthe weeks that followedThe Jews who were
escorted fromCekidke to Vilkija were allowed to take clothes, footweand valuable things. Jewish
immovable property stayed under the supervisiah@Rural District authoritie$.

On 22 August 1941, commander of Kaunas District adetter to Kaunas County governor where
he demanded to complete gathering of the Jews inatedgland get the exact number of those who lived
the county’ On its own behalf, Kaunas County Governor sergteer to the chiefs of rural districts by
obligingsthem to deliver information by 28 Augus24ll on the number of Jews by age within the rural
districts:

In his reply to the letter of the superior, theeftof Cekidke Rural District informed that there were
144 Jews, of whom 70 women and 42 children in theaRDistrict® At that time, a part of the Jews from
Cekidke could have been taken to Vilkija. In the middlefafgust 1941, a bigger part of the Jews from
Vilkija were taken to Kaunas, thus, they were §kal group of the Jews frofiekiske among them. The
other part of Vilkija Jews was shot in Pakartdrest (2 km away from Vilkija) close to Jaaké Village on
28 August 1941. The Jews brought from Vilkija syogge were shot by théd:{:ompany (Commander
Lieut. J. Barzda) of the®1Auxiliary Police Service Battalion (former TDA Ralion).” 402 Jews, including
76 men, 192 women and 134 children, were shotadttitme® The Jews frontekiske who were over there
were also shot together with Vilkija Jews.

Another execution of ekiske Jews was held on 4 September 1941. That day mé#nkeshooting of
not onlyCekiske but also Veliuona, Seredzius and Zapyskis Jews.Jedvs ofCekidke, including 22 men,
64 women and 60 children were killé@he author is not aware of the details of theBimgs.

Like is other rural districts, the Jews frabekiske Rural District had to pay contribution before the
shooting took placeCekiske Jews (144 persons) paid the contribution of 15000les

In his letter on the Jewish property issue of 5t&mper 1941, Kaunas District Commander A.
Lentzen specified that household items could bd golan auction. However, the ban was put on ggllin

! Ibid, p. 100.

2 A. Ruk&nas, “Veliuonos vatsaus Zyd, genocidas 1941 m.Genocide of the Jews of Veliuona Rural Distric841), in
“Lietuvos valgiai: Veliuona” (“Lithuanian Rural Districts: Veliuw”), V., 2001, p. 268.

% Extract from the court session of the War Tribusfa24-25 November 1944, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inkest: 55, file 154, p. 96.
4 Letter by Kaunas County Commander of 22 Augustl1®4Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, doc.col. R-1584.sched. 1,
file 186, p. 5.

® Letter of Kaunas County Governor No. 973 (undated)ll the chiefs of rural districts, LCSA, dod.cB-1534, inv.sched. 1,
file 186, p. 8.

® Letter by the Chief of eki$ke Rural District to Kaunas County Governor, ibid. 3f1.

" A. Ruk&nas, “Veliuonos vatsaus Zyd, genocidas 1941 m.”, Veliuona, p.p. 268-269.

8 “Masines Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.

° Ibid., p. 134.

! Communiqué of the Chigfekidke Rural District to Kaunas County Governor, LCSAgdwl. R-1534, inv.sched. 1, file 190, p.
14.
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metal items, art values, and carpets of good quadithe auction. An order was issued to regidber t
latter and keep the district commander informeduglioe proces$.A special commission was set up for
registration and evaluation of the surviving Jewjsioperty in Cekiske and B. Semaska chaired the
commission. Almost 50,000 roubles were receivedthier sold Jewish items. The money was put on the
account of éhe municipality of the Rural Distri@. SemaSka himself bought a wardrobe, table, twis be
and 4 chairs.

Garliava

400 Jews (about 100 families) used to live in Gadibefore WWI. In 1921, the town was inhabited
by 206 Jews, and before the Nazi-Soviet war, it n@se to 70 Jewish families. The majority of thevdén
the town were engaged in small trade, crafts, agetable-growing. There were also rich Jews, inotud
owners of estates, mills and workshops. Josifasc@sahad a big estate in Julijanava (several kitrese
away from Garliava). The Jewish community of theridhad a synagogu¥avne (with 45 pupils) and an
Yiddish school (which was attended by a similar bemof pupils). During the inter-war period, a pait
the Jews of the town emigrated to USA, Canada,Safitca and Palestiné.

On the first days of the Nazi-Soviet War, Lithuangartisan squads were very active in Garliava
Rural District. Even three squads of partisans vgatbered: one of them was in Julijanava Villagmther
one in Jrl%odvaris Village and the third one in thei®ns of Stangiai—Garliava. They joined approximately
120 merm.

Mass persecution of the Jews started in August .1Bdllowing the instruction of the occupant
authorities, the Jews were registered and arre€tedl2 August 1941, the chief of Garliava Ruraltias
informed Kaunas County governor that there were 28%s in the Rural Distriét.

Before the shooting the Jews were registered ogeéand deprived of their property with the
imposed contributions. By the end of August, 24Tli@eaa Jews paid 25 thousand roubles in contrimstio

According to the report by K. Jager, Garliava Jewvese shot between 28 August and 2 September
1941! As stated in the witness by participants and olassrof the massacre, Garliava Jews were killed at
the very end of summer, most probably between 283dnAugust. A couple of weeks before the shooting
(middle of August) local policemen and “partisadsdve the Jews of Garliava and neighbouring vikatge
the town synagogue. On the day of the executiolzgraen and “partisans” drove several dozens of taen
the valley close to Ririnai Village (1 km to the East of Garliava) and aedethem to dig up a trench, for
the alleged release of water. Having understood tieatrench was for, the Jews refused to dighernTthe
policemen brought several dozens Lithuanian mem f@arliava. The latter dug up a trench 50-60 m long
2 m wide and 1.5 m deép.

On the day of the massacre, several dozens ofssldiere selected from th& 8ompany of the Sl
Lithuanian Police Battalion barracks in Zaliakalnighey were brought in two lorries, led by Lieut. J
Barzda (other witnesses mention Lieutenants A. Bamd B. Norkus) to Garliava. The lorries stopped a
the synagogue of the town where the Jews were kepal policemen and “partisans” (white-bands) @rov

Z Letter of Kaunas District Commander of 5 Septenil$gtl to Kaunas County Governor, ibid., p. 85.

3 Extract from the court session of the War Tribusfa24-25 November 1944, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inkest: 55, file 154, p. 96.
* A Jewish religious school for children.

*N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbuirghuanian Jewish Communitigs. 107.

®%1941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documemisz5.

® Communiqué by the Chief of Garliava Rural Disto€tl2 August 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, LC8@g.col. R-1534,
inv.sched. 1, file 193, p. 17.

" Letter by the Chief of Garliava Rural District 26 August 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, ibidg.dol. R-1534, inv.sched.
1, file 190, p. 14.

! “Masines Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.

2 Interrogation minutes of J. lvanauskas of 20 Mar@B2, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched.58, file 4738Mol. 8, p.p. 26-28.
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the Jews out of the synagogue and forced thenetplte of the execution. Not only did they driverm
women and children to the place. The policemenvamite-bands surrounded the place of the executioin a
brought the Jews to the trench in groups. Firgigyyish men were killed. They were lined up on tthgeeof
the trench and fired at the back from a distancesexMeral metres. Firing was executed following the
command of officerd. The execution started in the late afternoon and wser at night. Some of the
soldiers of the battalion had torches and finistiedinjured victims under the torch light. About030ews
were killed according to the witnesses. K. Jagecsies that 247 Jews, among them 73 men, 113 women
and 61 children, were killed in Garliava. After terecution the soldiers of thé’Zompany returned to
Garliava and drank beer in a pub. At the same rttgty returned to their barracks by lorrfehe trench
was buried under soil by men from neighbouring agés. Witnesses do not mention the German
participation in the killing of Garliava Jews. K likely that everything “was placed in order” byet3®
Company, local policemen and “partisans”.

Kruonis

There were several Jewish families in Kruonis Taunng the inter-war period. When the occupant
authorities carried out registration of the Jewd #reir property at the end of July 1941, 153 Jewse
registered in Kruonis Rural District. The Jews aluéhis Town had 1 synagogue, 20 living houses, 19
cowsheds, 6 barns, and 7 stockyards. All the gldvere wooden and of little valde.

On the first days of the Nazi-Soviet War, residesft&ruonis Juozas Jurewiis, Jonas Jankeius
and Jonas Arlauskas set up a rebel squad. Thisl sqgstered itself in the Commander’s Office ouKas
on 25 June 1941. It had 25 nfefthey would fire at and arrest small groups of fesl Army soldiers or
individual soldiers who retreated along Alytus—Kasimoad. During the first days of the war, memli¢he
squad Antanas Jakubauskas cut the telegraph witteeaiinit headquarters of the Red Army and shot the
soldier who guarded it. Before the arrival of ther@ans member of the squad Jonas Sventickas t@e aw
the red flag from the Executive Committee of therdRDistrict replacing it with the three-coloured
Lithuanian flag. After that he went home and tureedthe radio at its full volume, which transmitti
anthem of Lithuania at that momeénDuring the first weeks of the Nazi occupation,nfer partisans
(white-bands) started terrorising communists, mesiloé the Young Communist League, soviet activists
and the Jews who remained in the town. Pranas Madewas appointed Police Chief of Kruonis Rural
District. He had five subordinate policemen. Theested communists and soviet activists were locketh
isolation ward. In summer 1941, 70 non-Jewish comists and soviet activists were arrested. The ntgjor
of them were sent to Kaunas and some time lateaset. No less than 6 of the detainees were shio¢ at
site on the edge of KruonfsOn 29 June 1941 (Sunday) policemen and white-bimded local Jews to the
square of the town, mocked at them in different svagd beat. Member of the Squad Pranass$beat
Jews Judelis and his old mother. Armed J. Arlauskage into the flat of Kurganas and forced all the
family out to the square. Kurganas family were beateverely. Then, the white-bands harnessed Kasgan
and made him carry the carriage of firewood roureldquare. Other Jews were ordered to roll tindgs |
from one place to another. On the night from Suntdaylonday, white-bands killed the Jewish familids

% Interrogation minutes of J. Vosylius of 10 Aprfiéil, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched.58, file 4733W&). 1, p.p. 36-38.

* Interrogation minutes of J. Palubinskas 12 Octdli®ér, ibid., p.p. 310-315; “Masia Zudy®s Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.134.

! Letter by the Chief of Kruonis Rural District 08 August 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, cluicR-1534,
inv.sched.1, file 193, p. 19.

241941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documenis, 2000, p.p.73, 75.

% Certificate by LSSR KGB of 9 April 1959 on the e¢lsquad of Kruonis of 1941, LSA, doc.col.3377,.smhed.55, file 149, p.p.
164-165.

* Ibid., p.p. 165, 167.
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Chackelis and PikSteras. Later the Jews were sgsigaily driven by the white-bands to perform
different manual labour and were beaten often.

Following the 16 August 1941 order on the arredtshe Jews issued by Director of Police
Department V. Reivytis, the Jewish men of Kruonigd District (in total, 87 persons) were driventhe
ghetto set up in Dafgiskis Village at the second half of August. A dbewas not established in Kruonis
itself. 25 Jewish women were shot in Gojus for8skrh away from Kruonis) at the end of August 1841.
They were likely to have been shot by the whitedsaaf Kruonis Town. The surviving Jews of Kruonis
were killed between 28 August and 2 September 1®8ardiniskis. According to the report by K. Jager,
99 Jews (10 men, 69 women and 20 children) weré thieoe! The circumstances of this killing in not
know to the author.

Before the killing, the Jews of Kruonis had to mapecuniary contribution. The authorities of the
Rural District collected 8 thousand roubles frora fiews. A part of the property of the victims was taken
by the white-band3.

Pakuonis

In the middle of July 1941, Juozas Stankms from Kaunas was appointed Chief of Police of
Pakuonis Rural District. By late July and early &gty J. Stankevius received the letter from Chief of the
Police of Kaunas Town d¢&tutis Renigeris ordering to arrest all the Jewsthe Rural District. J.
Stankewius replied to K. Renigeris informing the latteiatthe had no capacities to arrest all the Jews.
Then Renigeris ordered to arrest as many as pes$tiakuonis policemen arrested 14 Jews. The atreste
were transferred to Garliava Ghetto (where theyewaost probably killed together with the Jews from
Garliava — note by A. B.). J. Stank&us tried to maintain order and tempered partitylactive anti-
Semites. Criminal charges for beating Jews andrigdheir property were instituted against whitexba
Zékas. In connection with this, J. Stankeus was transferred to the office in Jonava byshiperiors'
When the Jews were arrested, they were also reggistccording to the data of 11 September 1941, 45
Jews lived in Pakuonis Rural DistritSoon, over a dozen Jews of Pakuonis were traresptot Garliava
Ghetto. Pakuonis Jews were made to pay a pecuwuoatyibution. On 23 August 1941, 22 local Jews #id
thousand roublesThe destiny of the remaining Pakuonis Jews wasbright. They seem to have been
killed between 28 August and 4 September 1941, thieemajority of the Jews from other rural dissict
within Kaunas County.

Rumsiskes

Ca 100 Jews lived in Rumsigk before WWI. In 1915, the Tsarist government degabthe local
Jews to Russia. After the war, a part of them retdrto the hometown. During the inter-war peridaha

5 .

Ibid., p. 166.
® Ibid., p. 167; “Masias Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 392; Letter by Kaunas Coufsovernor to Kaunas District Commander
on the number of Jews registered in the County8oA@gust 1941, LCSA, doc.col. 1534, inv.schedil&, 186, p. 33.
! “Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.
2 Communiqué of the Chief of Kruonis Rural Distrietkaunas County Governor, undated, LCSA, docRel534, inv.sched. 1,
file 190, p. 4.
% Certificate by LSSR KGB of 9 April 1959 on the etlsquad of Kruonis in 1941, LSA, doc.col. 337%,.$ehed. 55, file 149, p.
167.
4 Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Sewikius of 28 September 1954, LSA, doc.col. 3377, ihesl. 55, file 138, p.
156.
® Letter by the Chief of Pakuonis Rural Districtldf August 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, clicR-1534,
inv.sched. 1, file 193, p. 45.
® Letter by the Chief of Pakuonis Rural Districta¥ August 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, ibite, 90, p. 11.
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50 Jewish families lived in RumsSigk The local Jewish community was engaged in teadkecrafts, it
had its house of prayer, a Hebrew school and gharifanisations.

During the first week of Nazi-Soviet War, a parissquad of 30 men organised itself. Kazys
Zydaviius, reserve Jr Lieut. Leonas Simaitis and reskimat. Kazys Medzevius stood at the founding of
the squad. Already on 26 June 1941, the partistéarsed arresting communists, soviet government
supporters and Jews who had liking for the sovetegament. Members of the squad also arrested small
groups of the Red Army soldiers and the Jews wireated from Kaunas to Vilnius. The arrested rexyar
soldiers were transferred to the units of the GerrAamy.' The arrested Jews were often robbed by
partisans. In August, the local white-bands arcesienost all the Jews in the town and locked thgninu
Rumsisks synagogue. Only the family of local pharmacist Wedt free. Young Jewish men and also the
arrested fugitives from Kaunas were moved to Kau@asy Jewish women, children and the elderly were
left in Rumsisks synagogue. They were used by different manualizh

On 19 August 1941, the chief of Rum&sSkPolice Station reported to the Director of thdideo
Department on the situation of the Jews in RunéSidlown: “[...] there were 140 Jews (men, women and
children) in Rumsisés Town. They were concentrated in one area and\@apd by the police.

On 15 August, the units of the German and our aamyed. Under command by Expedition Lieut.
Skarzinskas, all the Jewish persons from 15 toedsyof age who had contributed to Bolshevik aiisi
by assisting the communists and were dangerouth&currently established rule and public orderewer
transported from RumsSi&&. In total, 70 persons were taken away and 70 irmdawho were basically
children and the elderly. The remaining Jews wexthered and settled in one neighbourhood where they
were surpervised®.

Before the shooting, 78 Jews of the town had tothaycontribution of 8 thousand. It was paid by
the Jews on 23 August 1941. The collected moneyk&ps in the accounting office of the Rural Distric
municipality?

The Jews who were left in RumséSkhad to be killed shortly. They were killed by #oddiers of the
Lithuanian self-defence unit from Kaunas (proba:BfFS/Company of the 1 Battalion — A. B.). They were
killed on the edge of RumSi&k forest close to the old Rums&iSkPieveliai road. The family of the local
pharmacist was also among those executed. Th@dastin Rumsidls (ca 70-80 persons) were shot on 29
August 194,

The property of the arrested and detained Jewssaldsn actions. They took place in Rumssion
19, 25, 26 August and 20 September 1941. 30,123eswvere received in exchange to the Jewish piypper
in addition to 8 thousand collected through conititms®

Seredzius
In the middle of 19 century SeredZius had a numerous Jewish comm(Ii80 persons in 1847).

According to the data of the 1897 population censtg4 Jews lived in the town, and 800 in 1914 (%%
the town population). The number of the Jews ire@&us started decreasing at the end 8fchtury as a

" N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbutghuanian Jewish Communitigs.257.

141941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documentempiled by V. Brandi$auskas, V., 2000, p.p. 84-85

2 Interrogation minutes of M. Virbickas of 14 Jur@6Z, LSA, doc.col.K-1, inv.sched.58, file 47533¥3). 1, p.p. 53-54.

% Report by the Chief of Rumsi&k Police Station of 19 August 1941 to the Directbithe Police Department, LCSA, doc.col. R-
683, inv.sched. 2, file 2, p. 63.

4 Letter by the Chief of Rumsigk Rural District of 25 August 1941 to Kaunas CouBtwernor, ibid., doc.col. R-1534,
inv.sched. 1, file 190, p. 3.

® Interrogation minutes of |. Sinikas of 1 June 1967, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sche].fle 47533/3, Vol. 1, p.p. 93-95;
“Masinés zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 393.

! Letter by the Chief of Rumsis& Rural District to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA¢aol. R-1534, inv.sched. 1, file 190, p.
32.
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result of emigration to USA and South Africa. In159 Jews were deported to Russia by the Tsarist
government, the majority of whom came back afterwar. A great many of the Jews in the town were
engaged in trade, crafts and farming. The Jews ladégb a small liqueur factory. In 1924, the Jewish
Volksbankin Seredzius had 143 depositors. During the yehirsdependence the local Jewish community
had a synagogue, twcheders a Hebrew school, a library, sections of differpotitical parties, charity
organisations, and “Makabi” sports clfib.

112 Jewish families (356 persons) lived in SeresiZRural District in 12 August 1941In the
middle of August, when Jewish arrest and gathedpgration were carried out in Kaunas County, 62
Jewish women and 14 men (who were likely killedvitkija on 28 August 1941 — note by A. B.) were
transferred from SeredZius to Vilkija Ghett®rior to the killing, SeredZius Jews were forcedpty a
contribution. 188 Jews of SeredZius Rural Distpatd the amount of 18,000 roubfeéccording to the
report by K. Jager, the Jews of Seredzius weredibn 4 September 1941. On that day, 193 peoptee(t
61 women and 126 children) were killed in the eorir of Skrebnai Village (2 km away from Seredzis).
The author is not aware of all the circumstancasisftragedy.

Veliuona

100 Jewish families lived in Veliuona before WWluilhg the war, the Tsarist government deported
the local Jews to Russia. After the war, a pathefJews returned. In 1921, 258 Jews lived in \éelauand
there were about 400 of them before the Nazi-SdMet. Like in all other small towns of Lithuanidnet
majority of Jews were engaged in small trade aafts;rothers grew vegetables and sailed cargo dlang
Nemunas River. At the end of i@entury schools of rabbis (yeshivas) were estadtisin Veliuona,
moreover, there were two synagogues and a Yiddisbas in the towrt.

The German troops occupied Veliuona Rural Disticthe first day of the war. As early as the first
day of the occupation, local authorities were getruVeliuona: provisional committee, police statiand
squad of partisans (white-bands). Kazys Ramonas Kaunas became the first Chief of the Police &tati
of the Rural District, and Juozas Milius led thetigans. The Police Station and partisan squadlestiad
themselves in the building of Veliuona Polfce.

Already during the first days of the German occigpatlocal police and partisans started arresting
the remaining communists, soviet activists, and Reel Army soldiers. 55-60 of the said persons were
arrested, including a couple of Jews. The majaftyhe arrested were interrogated, some were m&eas
others were convoyed by the white-bands to Kaundshanded over to the Security Police (in totall5a
20 personsy.

At the beginning of July 1941, the chiefs of VelmaoRural District authorities were changed. The
officials from A. Smetona’s times returned to theffices. Benadas Cvirka, who carried out corresioon
duties in 1934-1940, became Chief of the RuralrBistand the Office of the Chief of the Police tRia of
the Rural District were taken over by Kazys Tautkd®o arrived from Kaunas. The squad of partisans

2 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communitigs.p. 296-297.

3 Letter by the Chief of Seredzius Rural Districtl@ August 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA,cm. R-1534,
inv.sched. 1, file 193, p. 22.

* Reports by the chiefs of police stations to thécedepartments, ibid., doc.col. R-683, inv.sch&dile 2, p.p. 20-89.

® Letter by the Chief of SeredZius Rural Districa@ated) to Kaunas County Governor, ibid., doc.Rel534, inv.sched. 1, file
190, p. 9.

® “Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p.134; Vol.2, p.393.s

1 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities.p. 361-362.

2 Interrogation minutes of J. Gudelis of 1 SeptenitS4., V. Kvietkauskas of 1 October 1944, J. Sabskas of 7 October
1944, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 342553.p. 94-95, 204, 237.

¥ Manuscript of A. Rukénas’ article “Veliuonos vat$us pirmaisiais naqi okupacijos ranesiais” (“Veliuona Rural District
during the first months of the Nazi occupation”).p7-8, copy kept in the personal archives ofahtnor.
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(white-bands) grew up to 60 persons. By the middi8eptember 1941, the squad was dispersed and its
Commander J. Milius left Veliuoria.

The persecution of Veliuona Jews started alreadyuily 1941. At the beginning of the month,
occupant authorities ordered Chief of the Policati®h K. Tautkus and Chief of the municipality et
Rural District B. Cvirka mark the houses of Jewgha territory of the Rural District. The Jewishuses
were marked with the inscription “Jude”. The Jeweyevbanned to walk on the pavement, get on thetstre
at the specified time, they were forced to perfaublic works (dig trenches, clean streets etc.jelLbsts
of Jewish property and its seizure were carriec® out

The first Jews of Veliuona were killed in the Jdwisemetery of the town at the end of July
following the order by Commander of the “partisajuad J. Milius. Three Jews were shot, and thetour
one hadGa lucky escape (he was not a local, asigieaied from Jurbarkas). These Jews were shebast
activists:

The second execution of Veliuona Jews took pladbempine-tree grove at the Gystus River around
20 August 1941. At that time, a group of 15 armezhmame by lorry to Veliuona from Seredzius. They
had the list made by the Security Police and otlédre chief of the Rural District and chief of tRelice to
deliver the enlisted Jews. In total, 40-50 middieéh Jewish men were arrested and brought to the
synagogue. On the following day they were killedhe pine-tree grove at the Gystus River (1.5 kmayaw
from Veliuona).

Thus, during the two days of July, 50-60 Jewish mere executed in the Jew killing operations in
Veliuona! They were killed by local white-bands and thosévists who came from SeredZius.

In the middle of August 1941, the operation of stseand gathering of the Jews was launched in the
entire Kaunas County. It marked the start of theparation for mass extermination of the Jews. Atehd
of 1941, four German Gestapo officers came to \éelauand ordered the chief of the Rural District dred
chief of the Police Station to arrest all the Jamsl sent them to a ghetto which was being founded i
Vilkija. The chief of the Rural District commissied the white-bands with compiling the lists of fleavs to
be transferred to Vilkija. Local white-bands lockeplthe Jews in the town synagogu@n 9 August 1941,
the chief of Veliuona Rural District informed Kawmn@ounty governor that there were 237 Jews in \dahbu
Rural District at that timé.

Veliuona Jews were transported to Vilkija Ghettosaveral phases. According to the evidence of
Veliuona post office employee J. Sabaliauskasg®fish women and children were transported to \Allaif
the beginning of August, about 100 at the end ofjust, and about 200 at the beginning of September.
Other witnesses say that at the beginning of Sdmert©41, about 150 women and children were taten t
Vilkija. According to the data of the special conssion of 1945, 74 Jewish families were transpoirech
Veliuona in the direction of Kaunas, 271 persorsrehll.* The Jews of Veliuona transported to Vilkija
were killed together with the Jews in Vilkija Gleeth August and September 1941. Before the exatutio
the Jews from Veliuona were charged with contridoupayment. On 22 August 1941, 160 local Jews (on 9
August, there were 237 Jews in Veliuona — note bBApaid 16,000 roubles which were transferretho
accounting office of the municipality.

* Ibid., p.8.

® A. Ruk&nas, “Veliuonos valsaus Zyd, genocidas 1941 m.”, Veliuona, 2001, p. 265.

® Interrogation minutes by B. Migkas of 14 December 1959, J. Danilaitis of 13 JW@&91P. LukoSius of 16 June 1959, LSA,
doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 45116/3, Vol plp. 46-47, 217-218, 219-220.

L A. Ruk&nas, “Veliuonos vatsaus Zyd, genocidas 1941 m.”, Veliuona, p.p. 265-266.

2 Ibid., p.268.

3 Letter by the Chief of Veliuona Rural District ®fAugust 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, dulcR-1534, inv.sched.
1, file 193, p. 57.

* A .Ruk&nas, “Veliuonos valsaus...”, Veliuona, p. 268.

® Letter by the Chief of Veliuona Rural District 25 August 1941 to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, cicR-1534,
inv.sched. 1, file 190, p. 2.



32

The report by K. Jager indicates that on 4 Septerh®41, 159 Veliuona Jews (2 men, 71 women
and 86 children) were executed. According to hiatoA. Rukg&nas, that did not mean that they were killed
namely in Veliuona. In the opinion of the historidhis date likely meant the time they were conbte
Vilkija and shot in Vilkija. After 4 September 194do Jews remained in Veliuofa.

The seizure and transfer of Jewish property toakelin parallel to their arrests and shooting. More
valuable things were listed, Jewish houses werkeded commissions were set up as ordered by Vigiuo
Rural District, and they had to evaluate and $wl dewish property. The Jewish property had toadbd s
through auctions. On 18 September 1941, it wasfeared to poor people of the town, on 19 Septertier
“partisans” (white-bands) and employees, on 20 2hdeptember to farmers of the Rural District. 200
thousand roubles were gained through the salewistieroperty of Veliuona.

Vilkija

The Jewish community settled in Vilkija at the esfdhe 18" century. In 1915, Tsarist government
deported the Jews to Russia. In 1921, about 80@ (802 of the town population) resided in Vilkija.
During the inter-war period, the number of the Jeves decreasing. On the eve of the Nazi-Soviet War,
about 400 Jews (48% of the town population) residdgte town. The main source of income of localsle
was trade (they were engaged in active trade evinBastern Prussia). During the years of Indepeoele
the local Jewish community had two synagogues, laé#e school, there were sections of Jewish poljtica
charity and sports organisations in operation. Dyttihe last years of Independence, some local Gewis
youth moved to live in Kaunas or emigrated to Rale$

Following the German occupation of Lithuania at twed of June 1941, a German Military
Commander’s Office was set up in Vilkija, which wesl by SS Obersturmfiihrer Missenbaum. A
“partisan” (white-band) company was formed at thaitsdy Commander’s Office, led by Bailiff Stasys
Gudavtius. This company had to be on various guardsfiesacommunists, soviet activists, groups of
Read Army soldiers in hiding, etc. It was laterdifer arresting and shooting JeWs.

On 7-8 July 1941, on the order of Commander Misaenh) the white-bands of Vilkija arrested
about 150-200 male Jews. Most arrested persons eeensoyed to Kaunas, and 21 Jews were shot near
Jagminiskiai Village close to VilkijA.This company of Vilkija would also be sent to atheral districts of
Kaunas to arrest and execute Jews.

In August 1941, the mass terrorisation of the Jearmmenced. Vilkija became one of the major
gathering centres of the Jews of Kaunas County.JEles from other rural districts were also transféito
Vilkija Ghetto. In the middle of August, 603 Jeviked in Vilkija Rural District’

On 18 August 1941, the chief of the Police Staiowilkija Rural District informed V. Reivytis that
138 Jews were gathered from Vilkija, SeredZibekiske, Veliuona, Lekgiai: 23 men and 115 womé&m
part of the Jews arrested in Vilkija were takenKimunas and subsequently executed in Kaunas Forts.

® “Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134; A. Rukéas, “Veliuonos valsaus...”, p.269.

L A. Ruk&nas, “Veliuonos vatsaus...”, p. 270; Letter by the Chief of Veliuona BUDistrict of 12 September 1941, to Kaunas
County Governor, LCSA, doc.col. R-1534, inv.schkdile 191, p. 383.

2 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities. 334-335.

® A. Ruk&nas, “... of Veliuona Rural District”, p. 268.

* Interrogation minutes of S. Gudaiis of 7 August 1944, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sch&8, file 44463/3, p. 9; interrogation
minutes of J. Dailid of 17 October 1944, ibid., file 27754/3, p.p. 2D-2

® Letter by the Chief of Vilkija Rural District (uated) to the Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, docRel534, inv.sched. 1,
file 193, p. 25.

® Letter No. 2 of 18 August 1941 by the Chief of Bwlice Station of Vilkija Rural District, addresst Director of the Police
Department V. Reivytis, LCSA, doc.col. R-683, irohed. 2, file 2, p. 62.
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According to the letter by the chief of Vilkija Ra¢ Station to Director of the Police Department V.
Reivytis, 280 men and 120 women were taken frorkijdif

Prior to shootings, the Jews of Vilkija were impdse contribution. 21,400 roubles were collected
from 222 local Jews, which were at that time lodate Vilkija.? Besides local Jews, there were other 119
Jews from different Rural Districts held in Vilkifahetto at the end of August 19%1.

The execution of the Jews gathered in Vilkija Ghetas carried out on 28 August 1941. According
to the report by K. Jager, 402 persons were shebhainday: 76 men, 192 women and 134 children.h@n t
day of the massacre, about 25-30 (according tor athia, about 40) soldiers from th& Rolice Battalion
arrived from Kaunas to Vilkija by two lorries, undihe command of Lieutenant J. Barzda and Warrant-
Officer Z. Arlauskas. They were awaited by sevé&alrman officers and soldiers in the town. The Jews
were kept in a synagogue. They were lined up irolancn and taken to the place of the massacre in
Pakarké forest (about 2 km from Vilkija) near Jakiai Village. Some local white-bands surroundesl th
place of shootings, while the others took the Jewgroups to the trench. The condemned were shot by
soldiers of the 8 Company of the 8L Battalion from Kaunas. Before and during shootiwéarrant-Officer
Z. Arlauskas treated soldiers with vodka. Uponyiag out the massacre, the company returned to &&tun

Zapyskis

Before WWII, about 50 Jewish families resided irpy&kis® During the first days of the Nazi—
Soviet War, a Lithuanian partisan company starteeperations in the vicinity of Zapyskis. It wasl by
teacher Kostas Barkauskas. On 23 June 1941, thisgver arrested a group of soviet officers who were
going to Kaunas. The arrested persons were taketheopartisan headquarters in d€egirne forest
enterprise, and later to the forest neaédfgire where they were kept in a trench. About nightfalynit of
Red Army soldiers arrived at Kergine and partisans, upon learning thereof, made a ggtaivaking
advantage of this turmoil, the arrested soviet@fs got free as well The partisan company in Kergire
was comprised of 40 mén.

After the occupation of Zapyskis District by Germamrrests of communists and soviet officers
continued. At the beginning of July 1941, white-tlarattached Stalin’s portrait to the back of aestad
Lithuanian woman and ordered her to walk amongléwes gathered in the street. The Jews were focced t
kiss Stalin’s portrait.

In the middle of August 1941, in carrying out thecalar of Director of the Police Department V.
Reivytis concerning the gathering of Jews, 67 Jeere taken into custody in Zapyskis: 29 from ZajySk
2 from Jankai and 36 from Paedl&i.? There are data that about 40 male Jews were slaotDievogala
Village (1 km south-east from the town of Zapy3kisjhe end of the summer of 1940n 13 August 1941,
chief of Zapyskis District A. Jankas informed the Board of Kaunas County that 144sJesided in
Zapyskis District. He also sent a list of the Jdwmsn ZapysSkis District, which owed various amouots

! Report of 18 August 1941 by the Chief of the Rotation of Vilkija Rural District to Director dfie Police Department V.
Reivytis, LCSA, doc.col. R-683, inv.sched. 2, flgp. 62.

Z Statistical data on the Jews situated in Vilkijp2® August 1941 and collected contribution, LC86¢.col. R-1534, inv.sched.
1, file 190, p. 21.

% Ibid., file 186, p. 32.

® Interrogation minutes of P. Zelionka of 8 Decemb@88, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47588Vol. 2, p.p. 227-228;
interrogation minutes of J. Belskis of 26 Septenits##4, ibid., file 38506/3, p. 16.

® N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburighuanian Jewish Communities. 261.

" Interrogation minutes of Vincas Binskas of 31 October 1949, LSA, doc.col. 3377,5oked. 55, file 55, p.p. 200-201.
841941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documen¥s,2000, p. 75.

! Interrogation minutes of GerPlenaities of 17 November 1947, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sctas file 55, p. 202.

2 Reports on the detention of the Jews by chiefsoti€e stations to the Police Department, LCSA,.dolc R-683, inv.sched. 2,
file 2, p.p. 20-89.

% “Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 394.
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money }o the State or other institutions (bankspperatives, etc.). The total debt amounted to @36
roubles:

The Jews of Zapyskis, like other Jews from ruratrdits of Kaunas County, were also imposed a
contribution. By 23 August 1941, the Jews of Zajpy$kaid a contribution of 18 thousand roubles (this
contribution was paid by 178 JewsJhe Jews of Zapyskis were shot on the westernebartithe town on
4 September 1941. According to the witness evideadarry of armed men arrived from Kaunas (pogsibl
the notorious ¥ Company of the National Labour Defence Battalionote by A. B.). They, along with
local white-bands, took the Jews to the place obg8hgs. There were also several Germans with casrer
the place of shootings. According to the reporkbyager, 178 Jews in total were executed in Zapydk
men, 118 women and 13 childréAfter the shootings, a sale of Jewish propertyabgtion was organised
(on 13 and 20 September 19414.part of Jewish property was taken by local aritles and residents. For
instance, the Police Station in ZapySkis took 1kboabinet and 1 clock; the municipality of the Rura
District took 1 cupboard, 1 desk, 6 chairs,%tc.

By October 1941, there were no Jews left in KauBaanty. The overall majority of Jews were
executed and their inconsiderable part (roughlyesdvhundreds of people) was transferred to Kaunas
Ghetto. In October 1941, the governor of KaunasnBoreported to the commander of Kaunas Distriat th
“there are no Jews left in Kaunas County. The Jasts from Jonava have been conveyed to the Gimetto i
Kaunas, Vilijampat”.? According to rough estimates (based on the reippiiK. Jager dated 1 December
1941), 4,211 Jews were executed in Kaunas Courriggdduly — September 1941. This number more or
less corresponds to the number of the Jews thed i Kaunas County before the Nazi—-Soviet Watr (i.e
4,363). It is possible that some tens of the Jewstioned in K. Jager’s report managed to escape fhe
place of the massacre and to find shelter witlagéks. A major part of Jews from Kaunas County sb
by the 3 company of the National Labour Battalion, while ththers were executed by local white-bands
and policemen.

On the completion of the massacre, the issue ofsbeproperty was under further consideration.
The German occupation government thought that théevibands, policemen and other persons, who
participated in the massacre of the Jews, had tad@much of Jewish property. Thus, Commander of
Kaunas district A. Lentzen ordered the governoKatinas County to collect information on “how much
treasure and money was taken by the officials afftéa County that were involved in the exterminatbn
Jews”. On 5 September 1941, the governor of Ka@masity sent a letter to Chief of the Police of Kasin
Town and County Juozas DzZenkaitis concerning Jewrsiperty: “[...] If chiefs of police stations or
yourself had any property or money of the said kinéormation should also be provided and evidence
submitted in relation to their us&”.

In September 1941, the sale of Jewish propertycaased out. The commander of Kaunas District
allowed selling by auction domestic utensils of dssvs to residents. The German commander reminded
Lithuanian administration of the fact that “all delw property is now the property of the Reich”was
prohibited to sell precious metal wares (goldeatipum, silver), valuables of art, well-kept cagets well

4 Letter of 13 August 1941 by the Chief of Zapy3Risral District to the General Department of the iBoaf Kaunas County,
LCSA, doc.col. R-1534, inv.sched. 1, file 193, 6. 2

® Letter of 23 August 1941 by the Chief of Zapy3&Risral District to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, dot. R-1534,
inv.sched. 1, file 190, p. 18.

® “Masines Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134; interrogation minutesGeré Plenaitie of 17 November 1947, LSA, doc.col.
3377, inv.sched. 55, file 55, p. 202.

"LCSA, doc.col. R-1534, inv.sched. 1, file 190,./5p, 72.

8 Data on the Jewish movable property, which waemie institutions or persons for use, LCSA, doce1534, inv.sched. 1,
file 188, p. 61.

° Letter of October 1941 by Kaunas County Governdhe Commander of Kaunas County, LCSA, doc.cdl5R4, inv.sched.
1, file 186, p. without No (between p. 33 and p. 41

! Letter of 5 September 1941 by Kaunas County Gareimthe Chief of Police of Kaunas Town and CouhySA, doc.col. R-
1534, inv.sched. 1, file 191, p. 264.
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as silver, lead and consumables. These types iofearhad to be registered on an individual basi a
notified of to the commander of the District. Themay collected on the sold articles had to be degabs
into a special savings bank account of the countyemor. The commander of the District ordered the
County governor to inform about the amount of mooneNected from the contributions of the Jews or by
means of appropriation, as well as similar incéme.

The top Nazi officers did not avoid taking over fireperty of the executed Jews either. Commander
General of Lithuania A. von Renteln visited Kulatdun the autumn of 1941 and ordered the diredttine
resort to repair the former Jewish villa and resétjor him?

On 16 September 1941, the governor of Kaunas Coumtified chiefs of rural districts that first
authoritiies, then businessmen, craftsmen and o#isatents should be provided with former Jewishsksu
in towns:

On 27 September 1941, the Governor of Kaunas Cpontyhe basis of the order by the District
commander, obligated chiefs to announce that epergon or institution, having acquired or taken any
Jewish property, must register it with the munititgaof the Rural District. The lists of register@aoperty
had to be submitted by 20 October 1941. It wasateresd that failure to register would result ireaymiary
penalty of up to 10,000 roubles or a forced latmamp for 1 yeat.

In carrying out the order of the county governbe tegistration of the Jewish property acquired or
taken after 21 June 1941 was carried out in rudtids. Correspondence in relation to Jewish eroyp
continued in 1942 as well. On 29 June 1942, thencander of Kaunas District issued an order concgrnin
the appropriation, disposal and use of Jewish ptpp&he disposal of Jewish property was deleg#ébed
county governors. Ownerless property was comparetktwvish property. All natural persons, instituson
and enterprises, which failed to legally acquirevidk property, had to immediately register immoeabl
Jewish property with the office of the county gowar A different procedure was provided for milytar
authorities. Police authorities (German and Lithaanhad to register Jewish property in the offi¢ehe
chief of the district police in Kaunas (Donéilai St. 27). Any sale of the registered former Jawisoperty
was prohibited. This could have been allowed onlgpecific cases (such cases were not specifiede-lry
A. B.).? No information on further implementation of thgsevisions has been found in archives.

Z Letter of 5 September 1941 by the Commander ofiaiCounty to Kaunas County Governor, LCSA, docRel534,

inv.sched. 1, file 190, p. 85.

% Letter of 25 November 1941 by Kaunas County Goweta the Commander of Kaunas District, LCSA, dot.R-1534,
inv.sched. 1, file 191, p. 666.

4 Letter of 16 September 1941 by Kaunas County Gmreo chiefs of Rural Districts, ibid., p. 373.

! Letter of 27 September 1941 by Kaunas County Gmreo chiefs of Rural Districts, ibid., file 188, 1.

2 Order of 29 July 1942 by the Commander of Kaunasribt in relation to the appropriation, dispoaall use of Jewish
property, LCSA, doc.col. R-1534, inv.sched. 1, 1ig4, p. 358.
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KRETINGA COUNTY
Kretinga

The first Jews settled in Kretinga approximatelyttie middle of the 1% century. According to the
data of 1897 popular census, there were 1203 Jeswding in the town (35% of the urban population).
During the years of Lithuania’s Independence, thmiper of Jews in Kretinga dropped to 800, however,
after the Nazi occupation of Klaiga Region it again increased to 1000 (a part ofléves from Klaipda
Region settled in Kretinga). Most urban Jewish pajon was engaged in trade and crafts. In 1932, th
Jewish National Bank comprised 233 members. Thal ldewish community had a synagogue, a Tarbut
school and a library. The major part of politicaligtive urban Jewish population was engaged in the
activities of Zionistic parties and organisatidnsccording to the data of the Board of Statisttbgre were
4,016 Jews (3,42 % of the county population) regidfeKretinga County on 1 January 1941.

During the first soviet years, Kretinga became mpartant border point. It saw an intensive and
secret movement to Germany. Violent soviet teragred in Kretinga as well. There were some carirers
the town who for a certain consideration would takeple fleeing from Lithuania to Germany across th
border. However, such carriers included a lot ofMiIKagents, who used to betray fugitives to the sbvi
security. The prison in Kretinga was constantly ros@vded with people caught by NKVD. After the
German occupation of Kretinga, the place of NKVtuces and of buried burnt corpses was discovered
near the pond of the monastery. Hands of some esfpsre skinned, heads were scalped® etc.

As far back as the end of 1941, anti-Soviet rescgagroups started to emerge in Kretinga County.
Some groups established relations with the LitharanActivist Front set up in Berlin. Various
proclamations and instructions were received froemn@ny. With the beginning of the war, Lithuanian
partisans started acts of sabotage. VladaséRasvcut off telephone wires that connected soie&t Guards
with artillerists; partisans damaged 7 lorries druve away Russians who intended to blow warehdlses

The German army occupied Kretinga on the first daghe war. On the same day the local LAF
headquarters were established in the town. Alortg Germans, Pranas Jakys, an agent of SI2 $éztor,
arrived to Kretinga from Germany. During Lithuarsidhdependence he worked as the chief of the Sgcuri
Police of Kretinga Region. After the Soviet occupatof Lithuania he escaped to Germany. P. Jakys wa
vested by the Gestapo with major authorities; hes wppointed Police Chief of Kretinga County and
became the key organiser of arrests and shootihdeves and communists in Kretinga County. P. Jakys,
together with the local LAF headquarters, startedvihg up lists of communists, young communists and
soviet activists. These lists were forwarded toGestapo and the military commander of Kretinga ow

On 24 June 1941, the military commander orderechah in Kretinga Town aged 14 to 60 years to
gather in the market place at 10 o’clock. The dislidnt ones were threatened with severe penaftiesut
2 thousand persons gathered in the market placey Were surrounded by German soldiers and local
white-bands. Gestapo officers ordered Jews, constgjnyoung communists and other soviet activists to
step forth from the crowd. Only several personppstd forth. Then the white-bands got into the crand
started picking out suspects at their discretidnis Blso involved the settlement of personal scoise
arrested persons were forced to their knees, beate@riortured in various ways. In the evening theye

* Tarbut school — a Hebrew school in the Republititifuania in 1918-1940.

1'N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communitigs.p. 152-153.

2 Unofficial data of the Board of Statistics of lndary 1941 about the national composition of thuanian population, LCSA,
doc.col. R-743, inv.sched. 5, file 46, p. 172.

3 “Bolshevik Hell in Kretinga”, in/ Laisw, 21 July 1941, No. 24, p. 3.

441941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documen¥s,2000, p.p. 96-97.

! “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” (“Hitlerian Killers in Kretinga,” V, 1960, p.p. 19-20; J. Matthaeisnseits der Grenze: Die
ersten Massenerschiessungen von Juden in Litauein{August 1941)", Zeitschrift fiur Geschichtssenschaft, 1996,

44 Jahrgang, Heft 2, p.104.

2 “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” p. 20.
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driven into the former soviet farm for overnightiélfollowing day they were taken to build a bricgel
to repair roads.

Towards the evening of 25 June 1941, Gestapo dffitem TilZ action squad put male Jews in
vehicles and drove them to Kveciai forest. Latersomiet activists of the Lithuanian nationality wealso
driven to the forest. The Jews were ordered tcadayge trench. Several Gestapo commanders arakys J
accompanied by his deputy (senior criminal inspectdhe Lithuanian Security Police in Kretinga Reg
Gabrielius Brazinskasalso arrived at the place of the massacre. Thaest the so-called court. The
arrested persons were called one by one and Ps Jakuld briefly tell Gestapo officers about the
occupation of a particular person during the ye&dsoviet government. Then the “accused” were settie
left (subsequently they were set free) or to thlghtrilcondemned to death). 35 persons were set free,
including three Russian engineers and two militdrivers. Then shootings commenced. During the
shootings the Lithuanians were kneeling on one kaeiag the trench, while the Jews were standicta
the shooters. The execution was carried out by apesbfficers from Tilg action squad and German
policemen from Klaipda. In total, 214 men and one woman were execdiael.major part of the victims
was Jews.A part of the Jews from Kretinga, who were nottsire locked in the town synagogue. On the
same day (25 June), another deputy of P. Jakysiif@ai assistant of the Lithuanian Security Polige i
Kretinga Region) Vincas Smilgys set the synagogadi®@. Since the day was dry and windy, the fire
spread to other buildings and nearly the entiredreeof the town was in flames. Local firemen did no
manage to fight the fire, thus, a fire brigade fréftaipéda was called up. German soldiers wearing
gasmasks started plundering burning houses. They jemed by local criminal elements. During theefi
nearly the entire centre of the town was burnt doamwell as the synagogue was burnt. Most Jews tha
were locked in the synagogue burned in flahégewish women with children from Kretinga were
temporarily left alive. However, the massacre af/sl@and communists in Kretinga did not end. Prisener
kept in Kretinga custody used to be taken to theiske cemetery to dig a trench. During several days
trench of about 6 metres in length, 2.5 metres idttwand 2 metres in depth was dug out. Then the
prisoners sentenced to death were put in two térpeavered lorries (about 40 persons in total) &den
to be shot. The Jews kept in custody suffered deugits of supervisors; some of those Jews weceshist
during the first weeks of the nazi occupation. Masss were usually carried out in the Jewish cempéte
Kretinga. Official of the Security Police V. Smilgyvas especially distinguished for his cruelty.sTéadist
used to kill Jewish women in the cemetery with ak stake. In July 1941, P. Jakys called V. Smilgys to
his office and said that 17 Jewish women would Haviee exterminated that night “without any voicel a
noise”. V. Smilgys, together with “partisans”, dagt a trench in the Jewish cemetery, took womerethe
and together with other white-bands killed themhwshovels. This massacre was carried out at Aight.
seems that there were more similar cases because people saw V. Smilgys killing Jewish women at
dawn as welf.

The Jewish women with children from Kretinga tharevtemporarily left alive were confined in a
ghetto set up in PrySméai estate. However, senior criminal assistanhef@erman police Franz Behrendt
started pushing the authorities of Kretinga Couatgxterminate the live Jewish women with theiddran
as “useless eaters” as soon as possible. P. Jaggs bbecruiting Lithuanian volunteers for the extieation
of “useless eaters”. The Jewish women with childcenfined in PrySmatfiai estate were killed at the

* During the inquiry on 15 December 1942, G. Brazassdenied his participation in the execution onJ2fie 1941. See
“Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” p.p. 58-59.

% Ch. Dieckmann, “Der Krieg und die Ermordung deadischen Juden”, Nationalsozialistische Vernichapolitik 1939-1945:
Neue Forschungen und Kontroversen, Frankfurt aimmMi898, p. 297; “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingojeg'.p. 21-22.

4 “Hitleriniai zudikai Kretingoje,” p. 107; “Masits Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 25.

! “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” p.p. 23-25.

2 Ibid., p. 125.

% Ibid., p. 25; extract from the interrogation miesibf A. Bekstys of 21 November 1944, LSA, doc.88I77, inv.sched. 55, file
138, p. 166.
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juncture of August and September 1941. They weeewed by Lithuanian policemen and white-bands
under the supervision of German officers. Accordingan eyewitness, “Women were stripped naked and
brutally beaten. Children were severely taken fithe hands of their terror-struck mothers, stabbsdl a
thrown to the mass grave as bunches of rags. @ltileiren, in front of their mother, were drownedtire
pond. Executioners admired wild, heartrending soreaf horrified mothers. Most women were beateim wit
metal sticks. Yet, when filling the mass grave, somere still moving...” Unfortunately, the author is not
aware of how many people were killed during thiscac

After the execution of Jews, more valuable beloggiof the victims (watches, rings, money), their
better clothes would be taken by their killers: @pe officers and policemen from Téland Klaigda,
Lithuanian policemen and white-bands from Kretiregad Palanga. Sometimes Germans would be strict
with those persons, who robbed Jewish propertyawititheir authorisation. For instance, during tinst f
days of the war, German soldiers and two Lithuamiailians, Pergaliauskas ariceriauka, were arrested
and sentenced to be shot by the order of the coartial of Karaliadius. After the shooting of the Jews
from Palanga, P. Jakys with his company loadedrg lwith various clothes, which were promised to be
given to the Red Cross in Kretinga. However, when lorry arrived at the police building in Kretinga
was surrounded by public and criminal police officevho did not take part in the shooting and wiudest
the majority of better clothés.

In the summer of 1941, a group of 40-50 Jews wagdrto Kretinga from Moxlis. P. Jakys
ordered to search the Jews and to take more valuiphs from them. Money, golden things, bars @fpso
were taken from the Jews, put into a suitcase amdldd over to Police Chief of Kretinga County A.
Petrauska$.

In 1941, P. Jakys conducted the shooting of Jewisimen in Veivirénai where 300-400 women
were killed. About 6-8 thousand roubles, clothesldiothes and other items were taken from thenag:tiA
part of the items of the Jewish women were deldeécethe warehouse of the Security Police in Kgain
Region, while other items were divided among theigpants of the killings. The money was used ty b
stationery for the security body, as well as tontan the vehicle of the security body. Some moweyg
spent on the purchase of vodka and the treatmekiliers >

The Security Police under the command of P. Jakgsildv receive instructions to shoot
(“exterminate”) the Jews and political prisonersnoh-Jewish nationality from the officers of ther@an
Security Police (Gestapo). P. Jakys himself mamethigood relations with the Gestapo in Ji@#nd Chief
of Bajorai Gestapo (Klagwa Region) Morasch. Where communications of the@esdid not specify the
date for the extermination of the condemned, tbssieé would be settled by P. Jakys with G. Brazmska
When larger groups of the arrested were executednén Gestapo officers also frequently participated
Usually executions would also involve officers bétLithuanian security, criminal and public poliG&ame
of them would carry out shootings themselves while others would be on guard. In the absence of
Gestapo officers, executions were usually condusgel. Jakys or G. Brazinskés.

The atrocities of P. Jakys, G. Brazinskas and Vil@in Kretinga reached an enormous scale. In
abuse of their official position, these men settleglr personal scores, forged cases, as wellrastad and
killed persons with actually anti-communistic viewt, the atrocities of P. Jakys’ company also €dam
an end. On 15 December 1942, criminal actions vbeoeight against P. Jakys, G. Brazinskas and V.
Smilgys for the killing of people, the torture difet arrested, the abuse of women, the appropriafidhe
property of the executed persons and the forgedootiments. Yet, P. Jakys was set free after tpairn
The fate of G. Brazinskas and V. Smilgys is notwnoWhen the war was coming to an end P. Jakys

“ Quotation from “Masisss Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 28; Ch. Dieckmann, “Derikg und die Ermordung der litauischen
Juden”, Nationalsozialistische Vernichtunspolit®39-1945, Frankfurt am Main, 1998, p.297.

! “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” p.p. 117-118.

2 Ibid., p.p. 144-145.

% Ibid., p. 146.

* Ibid., p. 106.
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escaped to Germany and was convicted by the acowin in 1958 together with other officers from the
action squad of the Gestapo in EilP. Jakys was accused of the murder of 818 perstnwas sentenced
to only 7 years in prisonNevertheless, after his arrest in 1942 P. Jakysoa reinstated in his office (as
the chief of the Security Police in Kretinga Regiohocal residents could finally relax. During the
examination in 1942, Konstantinas Kubilius, whonegsed against P. Jakys, expressed a common opinion
of Kretinga residents: “Local population were tBed so much that they were afraid of passing kg th
premises of the body (Security Police — note byBA. When people sensed that Jakys is no longer in
Kretinga, everybody felt happy and talked only a&hburhere are even anecdote like conversatioasttie
“king” has died and the like. Everybody is happyriters and officials, and they even arrange pafties
this purpose. There are some people, however, edwothat if Jakys returned to Kretinga those folyner
questioned might die”.

By the beginning of September 1941, all Jews ofiKga and a significant number of communists,
young communists, soviet activists of the Lithuanrationality and even persons with anti-commuaisti
views, who failed to please P. Jakys, were virjuadterminated. A special commission in KretingaiQty,
which investigated crimes of Hitlerites, wrote ia feport that 4,000 persons were killed in Kredifigpwn
during the years of nazi occupation.would believe that this number is significantyerstated. The
number of the Nazism victims in Kretinga Town (unding people of all nationalities) would scarcely
exceed 1000 persons. Yet, it is obvious that tiselabe majority of victims were Jews.

Darbénai

Jews settled in Daéhai at the beginning of the #@entury. In 1897, 1129 Jews (about 80% of the
town population) already resided in the town. Oa #ve of the Holocaust, about 800 Jews (40% of the
town population) lived in Dadémai. During the inter-war period, a part of localv$ emigrated to Canada,
the USA, South Africa and Palestine. At the timédnalependent Lithuanian the Jewish community of
Darkénai had a meeting house, a Hebrew school, two che@eligion elementary schools for boys),
charitable societies, two libraries, a dramatidgliMakabi” sports club and sections of politicalrpes?

The German Army occupied Darimi on the first day of the war. The Jews livingtire town,
including the elderly and children, were immedmataiobilised for various works. They were forced to
clean lavatories, to sweep streets and do othgr aid heavy work. Those Jews who were unable td& wo
were beaten with sticks. On 24 June 1941, GermetnBartenai Town on fire, while the blame was put on
the Jews. On the same day, the German commantlee dbwn ordered all the Jews to sew yellow patches
on their breasts and shoulders. Jewish men woulitriested, beaten with sticks, whips and gunstoeks.

25 June, Raizmangswho had retreated from Darimi, was driven from Skuodas. He was battered sn hi
way to Darlnai. In Darlkénai, Raizmanas was dragged onto a platform thairexd after the May Day and
was told to shout various soviet cries. Since Raizas was severely beaten, he had no strength ti. sho
Then one Gestapo officer started putting a burmiggrette into his mouth, forced to drink vinegand
subsequently dragged him beaten and unconscioukwetoguardhouse. The following day (26 June)
Raizmanas was shot in the forest behind the Jeveistetery: On 28 June 1941, local white-bands gathered
all the Jews living in Daimai (about 600 persons) for sending them to Kreatit@n the same day Germans

® Ibid., p.p. 11-15, 158.

Y Ibid., p. 91.

2 Ibid., p. 10.

% N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities.p. 84-85.

“ “Hitleriniai zudikai Kretingoje,” p.p. 33, 36.

* According to other witness evidence, brothers heaibd Izraelis Raizmanas, as communists, wereistibe first half of July
1941, See: ibid., p. 38.

Y Ibid., p. 34.
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set fire to the house of killed Raizmanas, while Jews were ordered to fight the fire. The whitaedsa
arrested at home Daffai rabbi Iser Vaisbord and beat him to say who $etdfire to Raizmanas’ house.
The rabbi was beaten to unconsciousness, and thggetl by his legs to the burning house. At thaeti
Vaisbord was already dead. Shortly three Germanesff arrived by car. They took Jew Mote Bloch away
from the crowd and shot him in the presence ofyhady there and then. Later on they picked outlarot
6 Jews and took them to the river to dig a tremdigre Vaisbord and Bloch were buried. Then the Jgws
Darkenai were sent to Kretinga on foot. On the way Germaldiers unharnessed horses and harnessed 5
Jews to the cart. The Jews pulling the cart weeddmewith whips and gunstocks. The Jews of Erzab
brought to Kretinga were seated near the Jewistetmgn They were photographed and 2 hours latdr sen
back to Darbnai. On the way back to Dammai the column of the Jews stayed overnight bydaeside. On
29 June 1941, the Jews were kept for the wholeodaye edge of the town in the air. They did nokree
any food for two days. On the same day 6 Germanoesff arrived, who separated Jewish men from women
and took them along Palangos Street. There wenat 450 Jewish men and 4 soviet war prisoners taken
total. The condemned were taken outside the towlnearcuted on the edge of the forest, on the ikt of
the road Darénai—Lazdininkai. They were executed with automsfles by German3.Jewish women and
children were taken to the town synagogue in thenimg of the same day (29 June). The women were kep
there several weeks, and then distributed to faanoérneighbouring villages to work on farms. While
women were kept in the synagogue of Ragd, local white-bands would often abuse of theme: women
would be beaten, sometimes they would not be gargnfood for days. Once a town white-band took four
Jewish old women from the synagogue and killed thethe Jewish cemetery.

On 15 August 1941, the chief of the Police Statioarkenai® informed the chief of the Police of
Kretinga County that there were still over 400 Jéwpt in the synagogue in Darai. He said that the
number of local police officers was not enough tiarg the Jews and transport them to work, as auili
policemen did not want to do this job without araypThe chief of the Police Station in Dénhi asked the
chief of the police of Kretinga County to allow lay five freelance policemen at the Police Stationtil
the local Jews were sent to camps3oon it became clear what this sending of Jewsatops meant.
Around the beginning of September 1941 the chietheflocal police and two “partisans” arrived ag¢ th
synagogue, one of them named Memgaudis. The chideagpolice told the Jewish women that this place
was too small for them and a part of them woulddra to another camp today. The chief of the palresv
up a list of women who had small children and [&fte chief of the police returned to the synagagube
evening accompanied by 7 “partisans”. Those womleo aad been entered on the list during the day were
ordered to step out. About 100 women and an unknowmber of children stepped out. They took
Vaineikiy Street to the forest about 1 km away from [@agh. The women and children were brutally killed
there. They were killed with sticks, forks, and ssa@d thrown to trenches. Small children were leyr flegs
thrown to the trench alive. The rest Jewish wommah girls were killed in a week. Only R. Sateliewho
was taken for work by a Lithuania farmer from dagk after the first killing of women, and her friceAsia
Subicait escaped this killing. The massacre of the womehdchildren of Darbnai was conducted by the
local chief of the police. Over 400 Jewish women &hildren were killed in totdl. The commission of
Kretinga County, which investigated crimes of nagtated in its act of 11 April 1945 that 596 peswere
killed in Darbenai Town during Hitler's occupatiohThe absolute majority of victims were Jews of seur
It seams that this number of victims is close ditg

Gargzdai

2 “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” p.p. 36-38; “Masés Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 395.

% “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” p. 38.

* There are data that this office was held by Igdiasonaitis (See: LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched.ilg, 42, p. 17).
! “Masines Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 144.

2 “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” p. 39; “Masi¢s Zudys Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 395.

% “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” p. 10.
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The first Jews settled in GargZdai as far backedscentury. In 1639, King of Poland and Lithuania
Vladislov IV granted Jews civil rights and privikeg) According to the data of 1897 popular censdS5 1
Jews lived in Gargzdai (60 % of the town populdtion 1921 they amounted to 1148. On the eve of the
Holocaust, about 1000 Jews resided in Gargzddu@imgy the Jews who retreated from Kkada Region in
1939). The Jews of Gargzdai were engaged in intertsade with Eastern Prussia and according to the
standard of living the local Jewish community wasoag the most prosperous ones in Lithuania. In 1929
the Jewish National Bank had 269 members in Gaidz@ae town had a Jewish synagogue &t
midrash Jewish charitable societies, Hebrew and Yiddddtosls, libraries, “Makabi” sports club, sections
of Zionistic parties and organizsatiohs.

The German Army (6linfantry division of 18 Army) occupied GargZdai on the first day of the
war. As opposed to other places at the German huaitian border, Gargzdai were occupied only after
desperate fights at about 15 o’cldcRommander of A Action Squad, SS-Brigadefiihrer kajbr General
of the Police W. Stahlecker came to €ila the evening of 22 June 1941. There he met Gifidie Local
Gestapo Office SS-Sturmbannfihrer Hans-Joachim lBo&%. Stahlecker ordered Boehm to start carrying
out massacres of communists and Jews on the 25dkdertand in Lithuania. Since the forces of ¥ilz
Gestapo were not enough, W. Stahkecker suggestadptiiicemen of SD Tik sector and Klaigda
(Memel) should be involved in actiofs.At that time Til2 Gestapo consisted of three divisions and
affiliates in Gumbig, Insterburg ksrutis) and Heidekruhg (Sik)t The total staff of TilZ Gestapo consisted
of 60-65 officials; the Border Police Commissaiialaipéda employed about 40, and SD ETikector —
about 15 persons. The instructions of W. Stahlecker to Boehm targaut the massacre of communists
and Jews in Lithuania early in the morning on 28eJ11941 were also approved by the Reich SecuriadHe
Office (RSHA) in Berlin. Til¢ Gestapo ordered Commander of the Border Police issariat in
Klaipéda Frohwann to arrest all the Jews and commums&argzdai. In addition, instructions were given
to spread rumours that the civilians resisted @@erman Army in Gargzdai. On the same day (23)June
Frohwann with a group of policemen from Kléga went to Gargzdai (17 km away from Kkudg).
Frohwann ordered to arrest Jewish men and comnsumsGargzdai. About 200 persons in total were
arrested. Jewish women with (about 100 personsg weparated from men and placed in a barn near
Gargzdai. The arrested men were driven to the Qeimoader and kept in the field in the air. They aver
guarded by German policem&m@n the eve of the war with the Soviet Union, acidepolice rapid reaction
force @Alarmzug was formed in Klaipda. Its task was to prepare for fights with sowatatroopers and
spies. The force consisted of about 20-25 menhénevening of 23 June 1941, this force received an
instruction of the commandment of the police inigd¢da to get ready for the execution of the Jews from
Gargzdai that would take place the following dafieTforce was commanded by Lieut. Werner Schmidt-
Hammer from Karaliatius. In the morning of 24 June 1941, the speciéitpdorce from Klaigda left by
lorry for Gargzdai. Tilg Gestapo officers and SD officials also gathereithait place. Director of the police
of Klaipéda, SA Oberfuehrer Bernhard Fischer-Schweder ang@or of Klaiggda County Grau also came
to watch the planned killingPending shootings B. Fischer-Schweder told polarerdtom Klaigda that
severe penalty was necessary because the arrestesh€ shot at German soldiers (that was a lieote by
A. B.). Before shootings more valuable items amadhas were taken from the condemned. They were also
told to bury the bodies of the perished Red Armigisos and to deepen the trenches left behind by th

*N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbuirghuanian Jewish Communitiggs. 104.

® Ibid., p.p. 104-105.

1J. Tauber, “Garsden, 24 Juli 1941”, Annabergeraiam, 1997, No 5, p. 118.

2 Ibid., p. 119.

% Ibid., p.p. 120-121.

* Ibid., p. 123; Ch. Dieckmann, “Der Krieg und Dientordung der litauischen Juden”, Nationalsozialidie Vernichtungspolitik
1939-1945, p. 295.

®J. Tauber, “Garsden, 24. Juli 1941”, Annabergenaden, 1997, No 5, p.p. 125-126.



42
soviet army. Gestapo officers would take a groud@fpersons and order to run to the trench. They
would be lined up facing the line of policemen frdftaipéda. The condemned were shot under the
command of Lieut. W. Schmidt-Hammer. The woundeduldidbe finished off with gunshots by W.
Schmidt-Hammer himself and Gestapo officers. ThesJdender execution also included the Jews who flee
from Klaipéda to Gargzdai in 1939. Some Jews recognised theiacquaintances among the shooters.
Former Director of Klaipda Soap Factory Fainstein recognised his formeghbeur and friend
Wachtmeister of the police Knopens among the sh®oBefore dying Fainstein shouted at him: “Do not
miss, Gustav”. 200 men and one woman, who was etato a soviet commissar, were killed in total.
Nearly all executed persons were of the Jewishonality. After the massacre, T#ZGestapo officers
treated policemen with vodka and they all took memn picture. The massacre of the Jews from Gargzdai
were the first mass extermination of Jews from wathia, and maybe even from the entire former Soviet
Union. It can be said that the genocide of Lithaanlews (holocaust) started namely in Gargzdai.

After the shooting of men, Jewish women, childred elderly were arrested and confined in the so-
called Ghetto in Anelinia (Aneligk?) estate (about 1 km outside Gargzdai in thectitre of Vezakiai).

The estate accommodated about 250-300 Jews in Tty were kept there for about a mohthround

the beginning of September 1941, young able-bodmwen were taken from the Ghetto as if to work in
Plung:. According to witness evidence, under the ordeéefman government, policemen and white-bands
from Gargzdai took about 100 arrested persons kg ta \ezaitiné forest (about 11 km from Gargzdai in
the direction of Kuliai). There were two large tcées dug in the forest. Shootings were conducteef©h

the Auxiliary Police lldefonsas Lukauskas. He oedkemwomen to take their upper clothes off before
shootings. Then Jewish women in groups of 8-10 uagen to the trenches and shot. After the massacre
executors filled up the trenches themselves andnfgacked up the clothes of the victims, returte@d
Gargzda® This massacre involved not only policemen and evhinds from GargZdai, but also white-
bands from Kuliaf!

The rest Jewish women and children were executedhaut a week (end of September 1941) in the
same place in &Zzaitiné forest, only in other ditches. About 100 Jewishmnem and children were killed at
that time. Shootings were carried out by policerard white-bands from Gargzdai. The condemned were
put in carts in Anelisés estate. The column turned to the forest near Akiai Village. The arrivals were
awaited there by Police Chief of Gargzdai Ruraltiis Mackus with a group of policemen. Having
realised what would happen, the Jewish women witldren started screaming and crying. Having gone
into the forest about half a kilometre, the cattgpped in the clearing. There was a ditch of aldduim in
length dug up. Vézakiai dean Jonas Aleksiejus also witnessed this roess®n the day of the massacre
he was bicycling from Gargzdai to¢¥aiiai. On his way he caught up with the Jews convdyeduards.
The women started begging the priest to go witimthie the forest, the priest asked the guards t@wyrtbe
women and not to kill them, but the executors did mind his requests. In case of pending shootings,
Police Chief Mackus would ask women whether theyted to adopt Catholicism. The women asked
whether they would be pardoned for that. Mackuplyrevas negative. Nevertheless, some women were
baptised, however, they were still shot. The womene told to undress before the shooting, but at th
priest’s request they were allowed to leave thedtarwear on. The women were taken in groups talitch
and shot. Pending shootings mothers held theirelsam their arms. Shootings were carried out by
policemen and white-bands from Gargzdai. Accordingsome witness evidence, the massacre was
conducted by Police Chief Mackus, according to otigers — by lldefonsas Lukauskas. The indicated

! Ibid., p.p. 126-128; Ch. Dieckmann, “Der Krieg uti¢ Ermordung der litauischen Juden”, Nationalsistische
Vernichtungspolitik 1939-1945, p.p. 296-297.

2 Extract from the interrogation minutes of P. Gtdbisf 28 July 1945, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.schgl, file 138, p. 53.

% Ibid., p. 53; Extract from the interrogation miastof B. Saliklis of 1 August 1945, ibid., doc.c8877, inv.sched. 55, file 106,
p. 72.

* Ibid., p. 73.

® Interrogation minutes of A. Puzneckis of 26 Octob@44, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 3858, p.p. 19-24.
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number of victims is also different. About 100-30&wish women and children were killed in total. A
part of the property of the victims was stolen bg executors themselveSome authors indicate that the
massacre of women and children from GargZdai warded out on 14 and 16 September 194The
commission of Kretinga County, which investigateones of nazis in 1945, established that 751 pa&rson
were executed in GargZdai Town during German odéupa

Kuliai

During the first days of the Nazi—Soviet war, atigan company was formed in Kuliai Town. A far
back as 26 June 1941, local “partisans” (white-Barstiarted mass arrests of the Jews living in diaent
After a while the arrested Jews were executed We=itownai Village! The author is not aware of the
exact time and circumstances of this massacreshbeting of the Jews in VieStavai also involved white-
bands of Kuliai Town. A nominal list of the Jewseexted in VieStoénai was drawn up after the war. It
comprised 85 names. The last on the list, &dlesait, was killed in July 1944, not in 1941.

The Jews from Endriejavas (about 50 women, childrahelderly) were taken by local white-bands
to Kretinga and handed over to the police in J@#11 In a short while they were killed in Kretinga.

Palanga

The first Jews settled in Palanga as far back esl¥i century. In 1639, by the edict of King of
Poland and Lithuania Vladislov IV allowed the Jawsengage in crafts and to buy land. At the enthef
19" century, 1100 Jews lived in Palanga, after WW#beut 950 Jews (40% of the worn population). In
1939, there were about 150 Jewish families (less tRO0 persons) living in Palanga. The Jewish
community of Palanga had a big synagogue (buili88); there were several meeting-houses,dweslers
andYavneschool, sections Zionistic parties and charitaiganisations operational in the inter-war pefiod.

The German Army occupied Palanga on the first dali@war. During the first days of occupation,
Lithuanian administration was also re-establisifedinterim Town Committee was set up which undettoo
municipal functions. The local Lithuanian police svalso renewed. The police chief in Palanga was
Jazdauskas, his deputy — Juozas Adomaitis (thex latis appointed the chief of the town police ordal
1941 and replaced JazdauskaShe persecution of local communists, soviet astivand Jews began in the
first days of Nazi occupation. At the beginningtioé war, Palanga fell under the jurisdiction of #ution
squad of Til2 Gestapo. The house of detention and the synagogbalanga were overcrowded with the
arrested persons, including a lot of women anag.g8ince the house of detention was overcrowdedsia
of the arrested (about 15—-20 persons) were tak&metinga. Five residents of Palanga, who werertake
Kretinga, were executed, the others were reledsed.

On 26 June 1941, Chief of the Security Police ietkiga P. Jakys ordered to arrest all the Jews
from Palanga. German Gestapo officers who camalnBa asked the commandment of the local police to

! “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” V., 1960, p.p.0#41; interrogation minutes of A. Puzneckis of 2&dber 1944, LSA, doc.col.
K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 38501/3, p.p. 19-24.

2 E. Oshry,The Annihilation of Lithuanians Jewrg. 196.

% “Hitleriniai Zudikai Kretingoje,” p. 10.

“ Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Narkaf 24 December 1945, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.dché, file 106, p. 5;
extract from the interrogation minutes of P. Zilnfs4 February 1946, ibid., p. 6.

® List of the Jews killed in VieStéwai Village in 1941, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sche].file 145, p.p. 77-79.

® Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Siangiéius of 24 May 1946, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sch®8, file 106, p. 115.
L' N. Schoenbueg, S. Schoenburighuanian Jewish Communitigs.p. 222-224.

2 Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Addtisaof 29 March 1946, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sdh85, file 107, p.p. 60-
61.

% Ibid., p. 61.
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appoint Lithuanian policemen for arrests of J&wlice Chief of Palanga Jazdauskas satisfiedhiise t
request of Gestapo officers. Nearly all Jews ofaRgh were arrested that day (26 June). Arrests were
carried out in 2 hours. The Jews were detainedhénsiynagogue and guarded by policemen. On 27 June,
German Gestapo officers took Jewish men to thasdashot them in the dunes near Riroill. According
to the documents of the German Security Police @3dd Tilz¢ and Klaigda Gestapo and police officers
executed 111 Jews from PalarigBuring trial proceedings against nazi war crimsnal Ulm Town in
1958, former Chief of SD Klaguma section Sakuth also related about the massdctieeoJews from
Palanga. After the massacre Sakuth rememberedhitia was a Jewish paediatrician, who had not been
executed yet. Gestapo officers began looking ferdéwish doctor. He was found at the medical staifo
the Wehrmacht, busy with bandaging the wounded @ersoldiers. After some argument with the health
officer of the Wehrmacht Gestapo officers took Jlegvish doctor out and shot him. He was entereden t
condemned list as No 111. Later on, former ChieSbf Tilze section Werner Hersmann boasted: “The
Jewish doctor would have practically escape. Butvipeed him out™

After the execution of men, Jewish women and céildivere confined in a special camp in
(ValtariSkes?) Village. The camp was guarded by Lithuanianiliamy policemen. The arrested persons
were imprisoned there until the liquidation of temp (12 October 1941). Chiefs of the Securitydeoin
Kretinga P. Jakys and G. Brazinskas, Police CHi&retinga County Antanas Petrauskas and PolicefChi
in Palanga J. Adomaitis visited Valtarskbefore the liquidation of the camp. The Jewishmen were
brought to the square of the camp. P. Jakys t@d&wish women that they would be transferredgbedto
near Darbnai. Then P. Jakys told the women to give their eyoand valuables away. The collected
valuables of the Jewish women were handed ovéretbargomaster of Palangafterwards P. Jakys went
to the German commander in Palanga and called@maAdis to the Military Commander’s Office. P. Jaky
and J. Adomaitis went to the forest near Kunigiskidlage (about 4 km from Palanga) to choose a@la
for shootings. It was decided to carry out killingsthe trenches excavated for the constructiomitifary
fortifications. In about 7-10 days, on the eve itifrgs, P. Jakys phoned J. Adomaitis and told kiat at
night they would have to shoot the Jewish womerh whildren from Valtarisés Camp. There were
volunteers among policemen from Palanga to shaotldwish women. Thus, P. Jakys ordered to assign
some policemen to guard the place of shootingslewte would bring shooters from Kretinga himself. A
about 22 o’clock in the evening, J. Adomaitis sumetbabout 20 policemen to the police office. Sofine o
them were ordered to convoy the women with child@rthe place of shootings, while the others — to
surround the place during shootings. The women uliifdren were taken from the Camp to the forest by
two lorries® About 15-30 persons would be placed in one lokiyout 10 trips were made in totaKillings
started after midnight and ended at dawn. The sigpatas carried out with the lights of lorries drhe
massacre was conducted by P. Jakys. The womewnupgmwere taken to the trenches and shot. Befate th
they were stripped to their underwear. ExecutomnfrKretinga (official of the Security Police G.
Brazinskas and others) were mainly involved in ¢hsisootings. According to some testimonies, pole@m
from Palanga did not shoot themselves; accordirtbemthers, they participated in the shootinghef last
women group. The massacre of Jews involved 7 pokrefrom Palanga.200-300 Jewish women with
children or so could have been killed in total. T¥pecial commission, having examined the place of

“ Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Addtisaof 13 March 1946, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sdh85, file 107, p. 57.

® Ibid., p. 59; Reports from the USSR No 14, BAR8R14, p. 82.

! “Masines Zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 26.

2 Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Adatisaof 29 March 1946, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sdh85, file 107, p. 62.
Ibid., p.p. 62-63.

4 Extract from the interrogation minutes of K. Maizebf 1946, ibid., file 107, p. 76; extract fronetimterrogation minutes of M.

Vigelis of 25 November 1945, ibid., p.p. 80-81.

® Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Addtisaof 29 March 1946, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sdhB5, file 107, p.p. 63-

64; extract from the interrogation minutes of Atreaskas of 6 January 1946, ibid., p. 105.
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shootings after the war, stated that 350-400 pesrga@re Killed near Kunigiskiai Village, in the gadf
the forest about 800-900 m from Palanga foladould believe that the latter number is slighilserstated.
After the massacre P. Jakys and his henchmen loadedsehicles with the belongings of the
victims and left for Kretinga. Policemen from Pajarburied the bodies and returned hdme.

Plateliai

According to the data of 1897 population censusiethwere 171 Jews residing in Plateliai (28% of
the town population). Some Jews of the town emigtdb the USA and South Africa in the inter-war
period. Plateliai had a synagogue, but the locaisJead no other institutions (e.g., schools, chhki or
political organisations, etc?).

On the even of the Nazi—Soviet was, there wereetdsh families in Plateliai (about 90 persdns)
During the war, the total population of Platelilasvabout 500 persons, the absolute majority whevec#
Lithuanians® Upon the beginning of the Nazi—Soviet war, on vkey first day of the war Juozas Po$kus
and tea}lcher Vladas Barkauskas organised a pacd@mapany. This company functioned for about 1.5-2
months:

In July 1941, there were four “partisan” compangerating in Plateliai Rural District: Plateliai,
Gintaliskes, Sateikiai and Néhai. They comprised about 200 men. At first Platetompany was led by
Juozas Poskus, who soon became Police Chief dflidlaRural District. His leadership of the “pagrs
company was taken over by teacher V. BarkauskastaliZlkes company was led by Juozas Daukantas,
Sateikiai company — by L&#skas, and the leader of No&i company is unknowhThe headquarters of
Plateliai partisan company were located in thedmg of the district municipality. The members bet
company wore white bands on their left hands andevaemed with Russian gufs:rom the first days of
nazi occupation Plateliai “partisan” (white-band)mgpany started persecuting those communists, young
communists, soviet government officials and supgerthat remained in the town. Those arrested byewh
bands were handed over to the German Gestapo. ZFalane to 20 July 1941 several tens of communists
and soviet activists were arrested. Some of theme whot. According to the testimony by a witness,
Jewish men from Plateliai (about 35 persons) waested at the juncture of June and July 1941. Terge
confined in the synagogue, did hard physical wartt were often beaten. Jewish women and childree wer
distributed to farmers from neighbouring villagesladid various work. The Jews kept in the synagogue
were guarded by the local white-baffd&ccording to witnesses’ evidence, the shootinghef Jews from
Plateliai was arranged several times. Instructioosh the police in Kretinga were received to arrastl
shoot physically strong and sound Jewish men. 88 were taken from the synagogue for the first time

® Act of the Special State Commission of 8 April 69ibid., p. 98.

! Extract from the interrogation minutes of A. Pasieas of 8 January 1946, ibid., p. 106.

2 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities. 218.

* According to other sources, about 100 Jews ling@lateliai before the Holocaust.

3 Certificate of 12 November 1944 on the econompolitical situation in Plateliai Rural District ¢fretinga County, LSA,
doc.col. 3377, inv.sched. 55, file 106, p. 128.

* Decision of 31 January 1972 in the criminal cafsé ®oskus, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, 800/3, p. 240.

® Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Zvgrof 26 January 1949, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.scBé&d file 107, p. 130.
® Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Maklas of 12 December 1948, LSA, doc.col. 3377 sithed. 55, file 106, p.
17.

" Decision of 31 January 1972 in the criminal cafsé ®oskus, LSA, doc.col.K-1, inv.sched. 58, #ikD0/3, p.p. 240, 242.

8 Interrogation minutes of P. Mikalauskas of 28 JuB46, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sched. 55, file 10652; extract from the
interrogation minutes of K. Norvilas of 25 Novemid&48, ibid., file 106, p. 30.
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(around the beginning of July 1941). They were atet in Laumalenkai forest (about 4 km from
Plateliai). The shooting was carried out by the tedbands from Plateliai under the command of V.
Barkauskas.

In a short while, in the middle of July 1941, theeend massacre of Jewish men took place. About
15-20 Jewish men were taken and shot in the hiltside the town (about 0.5 km from Plateliai). dess
that the execution was carried out by Germansaattime?

At the end of July 1941 (around 21 July), Juozagny¥s undertook the office of the Chief of the
Police Station of Plateliai Rural District. He waspointed to this office by Pranas Jakys, who waigf®f
the Lithuanian Security Police in Kretinga Regiastarious for his cruelty. Before then J. Zvynys et
as Police Chief of Metai Rural District. P. Jakys gave instructions t@ynys to identify communists and
soviet activists, to arrest them and to maintaiblipworder in the Rural District. J. Zvynys had dlipemen
and the local “partisan” company under his comniavhen J. Zvynys started working in Plateliai Jewish
men had already been executed. There were abaigwi8h women, children and elderly left in the town
They were kept in Plateliai synagogue and guargeddal white-bands. Around the end of August 1941,
Zvynys received an order to shoot the remainingsJsigned by P. Jakys. J. Zvynys had discussions
concerning the execution with chief of the whitewtte V. Barkauskas. It was decided to carry ouinj
by the lake, a couple of kilometres away from tnert. By order of the police, residents of Platetlag a
trench in Laumalenkai forest. Jewish women witHdeken were taken from the synagogue to the place of
shootings. Before shootings, the women were unddedmed by the trench and shot from a distance of
several meters. Small children were not taken ¢ottnch. They were shot to their heads and thewth
to the trench. These shootings were carried outdoge volunteers of Plateliai white-band companye Th
shooting was conducted by J. Zvynys and V. Barkasiskhe killers shared a part of the clothes ofstiat
Jews. About 70 persons were killed in tétal.

Prior to the shooting of women and children, J. s/ appointed Jonas Markvaldas, a member of
the white-band company, responsible for the prgpefithe arrested Jews. Any more valuable propeity
Jews that was left in houses and apartments waged to the warehouse so that residents couldteat
it. J. Markvaldas had keys to all Jewish housesapattments. During the shooting of Jewish women J.
Markvaldas looked after their property left in thgnagogue. Having completed the execution of @l th
Jews from the town, a special commission was sef(comsisting of J. Zvynys, J. Markvaldas, V.
Barkaus)l,(sas and Bronius Avizonis), which distribufievish property among members of the white-band
company’

In September 1941, the police chief in Kretinga @gussued an order concerning the disbandment
and disarmament of the “partisan” company. Uponlidngidation of Plateliai white-band company, 9 its
members joined the police of Plateliai Rural Digtri). Zvynys delivered about 50 guns of the corggan
the police of Kretinga County

Salantai
Jews started moving to Salantai as far back adecentury. The local Jewish community was

rapidly increasing in the following years. Accorgito the data of 1897 population census, 1106 Jeed
in Salantai. After WWI, the number of the Jewshe town decreased. A part of local Jews emigraied t

! Extract from the interrogation minutes of V. Bauk&as of 26 June 1947, ibid., file 107, p. 160rasttfrom the interrogation
minutes of K. Norvilas of 25 November 1948, ibfile 106, p. 30.

2 Extract from the interrogation minutes of V. Bankias of 26 June 1947, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.dcBB, file 107, p. 161.

% Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Zvgrof 25 January 1949, ibid., file 107, p.p. 125-126

* Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Zvgrof 26 January 1949, ibid., p.p. 130-134.

® Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Maaklas of 12 December 1948, LSA, doc.col. 3377 sithed. 55, file 106, p.p.
18-19.

! Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Zvgrof 26 January 1949, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.scb&d file 107, p. 135.
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South Africa, America and Palestine. On the evéhefHolocaust, about 150 Jewish families lived in
Salantai (about 500 persofs).

Like in other Lithuanian towns, local Jews were a&geq in trade and crafts. Market days were
Tuesday and Friday. Local Jews led an active migi cultural and social life. Salantai had an old
synagogue, beit midrashHebrew schools, a Jewish library (in 1923 it egméd 1600 books), charitable
organisations, a fire-brigade, as well as sectadrplitical parties and organisations.

The German Army occupied Salantai on 23 June 1%¢httered Read Army units and soviet
activists were retreating through Salantai towadralyia. Salantai had no government in the evenintde
first day already. Chief Non-commissioned Officends Petrauskas from Gedgaudziai Village began to
organise a partisan company in the morning of 2& Ji941. Non-commissioned Officer Antanas Ereminas
and Junior Non-commissioned Officer Petras Kadyesewe first to join the company. During 2—3 days
Salantai partisan company was joined by over 20. @a25 June 1941, Jr Lieut. Ciprijonas Skridadane
from Plateliai Rural District to Salantai and urtdek the command of Salantai comp&ny.

The headquarters of the partisan company was estafllin the former building of the militia. It
received about 50 guns from Sateikiai partisan @yp The partisans patrolled in the town at night,
guarded the bridge, MTS and other more importartiimgs, went to neighbouring villages to search fo
Red Army soldiers and soviet activists in hidinginting for communists, young communists and soviet
activists commenced.

During the first days of the war, partisan companere formed not only in Salantai, but also in
some neighbouring villages. The company imigEauke church village (about 20 former riflemen) was
commanded by Jonas Benetis. This company disarnieti5Army soldiers in Gslauke. On 25 June 1941,
Gruslaule company joined Salantai partisan company.

Non-commissioned Officer Pranas Baltuonis came fikoetinga to Salantai at the very end of June.
He was appointed Chief of the Police Station iraB&i Rural District by order of the chief of theudty
Police. The local partisan company became subdslittaP. Baltuonis; however, Jr Lieut. C. Skridaila
remained in charge of the company. During the fiess of nazi occupation local partisans (whitedsan
arrested about 10-12 communists and soviet adiuisSalantai Rural District. Four arrested weret sy
white-bands, while the others were taken to thertin house in Kretinga. Their further fate is nown?

At the beginning of July 1941, German governmeastructions to draw up a list of male Jews aged
12 to 60 were received from Kretinga. It was expaai that such a list was necessary for assigniwg &
various work. The list was drawn up by Deputy Clukthe Police Station in Salantai Rural Districafas
Skruibys. The list contained over 10 persdis.that time the Jews from Salantai were alreatkg by local
white-bands to the town synagogue. In a few days, \tehicles of German SS officers and Lithuanian
white-bands arrived at Salantai from Kretinga. Bermans selected about 40 men from the arrestesl Jew
and took them with shovels to Zvainiai Village. Thevs were ordered to dig a trench there, nealeivish
cemetery. Shortly, an unknown German officer adiyeom Kretinga. He brought P. Baltuonis and C.
Skridaila with himself to the place of killings. &Germans decided to shoot those Jews, which dug th
trench in the beginning. Those Jews who wore belt¢hes were ordered by the Germans to undressoand
stand on the edge of the trench. That was how omepgof the condemned after another were executed.

2 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities.p. 257-258.

* Beit midrash — religious study and meeting house.

% N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburihuanian Jewish Communities. 258.

441941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documen¥s, 2000, p. 98.

® Interrogation minutes of C. Skridaila of 12 JayuB®51, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47462/8). 1, p. 222.

141941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documen¥s, 2000, p.p. 98, 99.

2 Certificate of LSSR KGB of 30 April 1959 on crimebnationalists in Salantai in 1941, LSA, doc.@877, inv.sched. 55, file
161, p. 2.

% Extract from the interrogation minutes of C. Skild of 29 November 1950, ibid., file 106, p. 137.



48
According to witnesses’ evidence, the Germans skiet 150 Jewish men in total in Zvainiai Village.
This massacre took place in the first half of 19417

In about a week after the shooting of the men, Gbfiehe Police Station in Salantai P. Baltuonis
was called to Kretinga. There he received an otdeshoot Jewish women. Salantai white-bands asked
Sateikiai white-bands to help them with that criaitask. The shooting was planned in Sateikiaisfore.
Baltuonis ordered C. Skridaila to ensure the gwdrihe place of killings. A road going through tlogest
had to be blocked, and the place of shootings basktsurrounded by guards. Under the instructidns o
wardens, there were carriers assigned from villagésnsport women to the place of shootings. A6y
12 white-bands from Salantai company left to S#eiforest at midnight. They were awaited by white-
bands from Sateikiai, who dug a huge trench fdinkjs> By order of the police, the carriers that camenfro
villages with their horses went to the synagogueer®@0 Jewish women and children were taken othef
synagogue. Policemen and white-bands loaded thdecmmed into carts and ordered to take them to
Sateikiai station. Each cart would be loaded wBhl$ elderly Jewish women and 2-3 guards. At aBout
km to Sateikiai station the column turned to Sateiforest. Shootings started at dawn and werdezhout
in the same order as carts with the condemned Wenes arriving in the forestThe women were told to
undress before shooting, then to jump into thectreand lie with their faces down. The executoraditay
on the edge of the trench shot lying women anddodml. Some more valuable belongings of the victims
were taken by the shooters, while the rest wastakéhe policé.

The exact date of the shooting of elderly Jewisme and children is not known. According to the
evidence of some witnesses, it took place in thedfaiof July (around 20)After the completion of the
massacre, C. Skridaila warned the participanthefrhassacre not to tell anybody about it, othenthisg
would be treated like Jews. Then he gave everyeaaind 20 roubles and they all went hdme.

Around the middle of July 1941, younger Jewish wonaad girls were taken from Salantai to
Salynas estate and worked in the field there. moath (end of August 1941) they were taken by white
bands to Sateikiai forest and shot there (abowt@sen and girls were killed in total). Only Basihghman
escapegl, as till the end of nazi occupation she M@dden by Pranas Kasperaitis, a farmer from Iiébar
Village.

Even before the shootings the arrested Jews wgnevdd of their money, golden jewellery and
other valuables. The seized things of Jews weresfieared to the state bank. Members of the whitedba
company were paid a monthly salary of 450 roublesfthis seized money. A special commission for the
acceptance of Jewish property was set up in Salavtech was led by teacher Vladas Vilkas. The agiz
Jewish property was transferred to the communisésative and later on sold to local residénts.

Skuodas and Dimitravas Camp

The settlement of Jews in Skuodas began at theoktite 17" century. According to the data of
1897 population census, the town inhabited 2,29%& Jand in 1939 — 2,500 Jews (about 50 % of tharurb

* Interrogation minutes of C. Skridaila of 12 Jaryus®51, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 4248, Vol. 1, p.p. 223-224.
5 .

Ibid., p. 224.
! Certificate of LSSR KGB of 30 April 1959 on crimebnationalists in Salantai in 1941, LSA, doc.@877, inv.sched. 55, file
161, p.p. 6-7.
2 Interrogation minutes of C. Skridaila of 12 JaryuB®51, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 4248, Vol. 1, p. 224.
3 Certificate of LSSR KGB on archival criminal cdse 44458/3, undated, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.schs. file 47462/3, Vol. 1,
p. 299.
* Certificate of LSSR KGB of 30 April 1959 on crimeknationalists in Salantai in 1941, LSA, doc.88l/7, inv.sched. 55, file
161, p.p. 6-7.
® Extract from the interrogation minutes of D. ¥as of 9 April 1945, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sché&®, file 138, p. 184;
“Masinés Zzudymes Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 147.
® Interrogation minutes of P. Kadys of 14 April 194%A, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47462/3IV1, p. 232.
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population). The major part of the Jews was engagedafts and trade, while the others were empoye
as workers in industrial enterprises, transpodragyaged in agriculture. Having annexed Kddg Region to
Lithuania, Skuodas experienced a rapid growth dbstry and trade. Local Jews were engaged in active
trade with KurSas (Liepoja).

Skuodas had several synagogues, beit midrash,daneohetery, 2 cheders, Hebrew and Yiddish
schools, a Jewish library, sections of differentida parties and organisations, an orchestra airdraatic
club. A part of young Jews emigrated to Palestirgaé inter-war period.

The German Army occupied Skuodas on the first dahewar, i.e. 22 June 1941. During the first
days of war, a Lithuanian “partisan” company wasrfed in Skuodas, which was led by Kostas Vasaris.
The company comprised several tens of men. Skupdagsan” company would arrest communists, soviet
activists and the Red Army soldiéréfterwards former “partisans” and riflemen formgg basis of an
auxiliary police squad. The first shootings of JewsSkuodas began as far back as the end of Jutie 19
The arrested Jewish men would be taken in group®fotihe hall of the Riflemen Union and shot on the
edge of the town, together with soviet activistd &ussian war prisoners. Members of the companyyed
K. Vasaris were most often involved in shootidgs.

The arrested Jewish men from Skuodas were kepeihduse of the Riflemen Union, while women
and children were kept in the synagogue in KudirBtreet. The men would be often taken to clean the
streets from ruins since a lot of buildings in Stta® were either destroyed or burnt during the anylit
actions. Around 10 July, members of K. Vasaris’ pamy brought about 20 Jewish men from the riflemen
hall to the Jewish cemetery and executed themarpits turned up by aviation bombs. After sevesisd
following that killing, the auxiliary police squasf Skuodas together with German soldiers shot sévens
(about 30-35) of Jewish men near Kulai Village (@® km from Skuodas), in the gravel-pit. In a shor
while, about 30 Jewish men were driven from Skuddase same place (near Kulai Village) again. They
were shot by the same auxiliary police squad. $¢wWBermans also participated in the shooting. They
finished off the woundedl. After the said shootings only about 20 Jewish w@mfined in the house of the
Riflemen Union and about 500 Jewish women and ailih the synagogue were left in Skuodias.

At the end of July 1941, the Jewish women and odiidrom Skuodas were taken to Dimitravas
Camp (41 km from Skuodas) on foot. The column & dewish women was convoyed by about 20
participants of the auxiliary police squad of SkasdThe duration of the trip was two days. The woisred
children spent the night in the open air near Ba@bTown. Those women who lost their strength amdd
not walk further would be shot by the guards. Thards would order peasants of surrounding villdges
bury their bodie§.When the column arrived in Dimitravas, some patiee returned to Skuodas by bikes,
while the others remained to guard those womendhiildren! The Jewish women with children were
accommodated in two empty barracks. In about a wW8ekugust 1941), Edmundas Tyras came from
Kaunas to Dimitravas Camp. By the order of the Bthyi of Internal Affair he was appointed the tengrgr
chief of Dimitravas Camp. He was charged with tihgaaisation of the Camp administration and guard.
Maj. Julius Surna was appointed the real chief ohibavas Camp on 1 October 194Dn 15 August
1941, some auxiliary policemen of Skuodas came itnittavas Camp. They visited the barracks in the
evening and told the girls to stay and the wometh whildren to step out to the yard. There wereaaly

1 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities.p. 282-284.

2 Judgement of the Criminal Proceedings Collegd@fliSSR Supreme Court of 14 March 1964, LSA, décked, inv.sched.

58, file No. 47423/3, Vol. 11, p. 278.

% Extract from the interrogation minutes of A. Atiuskiere of 10 January 1963, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.schgdile 194, p.

106; extract from the interrogation minutes of Kugfys of 29 March 1963, ibid., p.p. 136-137.

‘5‘ Extract from the interrogation minutes of A. Basof 27 May 1945, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.schedfil, 197, p.p. 3-6.
Ibid., p. 6.

® Ibid., p. 7; interrogation minutes of J. Embrasti29 April 1963, ibid., inv.sched. 58, file 47433Nol. 2, p. 98.

" Extract from the interrogation minutes of A. Basibf 27 May 1945, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.schedfig 197, p. 8.

! Interrogation minutes of E. Tyras of 15 Februa®¢3, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47423y®!. 9, p.p. 149-150.
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several huge pits dug up at the foot of Alka IilDazdai forest, 1.5 km from the Cafriphe women with
children were taken in large groups to the pitghe forest, undressed, pushed into those pits hotd s
About 20 participants from Skuodas squad and 4 laganteer residents from surrounding villagesiear
out those shootings. Shootings were conducted bikoMg Vitkus, a member of the squad. After the
shootings, the pits were filled up by killers theiwes and peasants brought from surrounding vidage
lot of children were just thrown to the pits andibd alive. When the shootings were over, the &anyil
policemen returned to Skuodas. The participantthefshootings shared the clothes of the shot pgrson
among themselves.

In December 1944, the commission investigatingplaee of killings on Alka hill recovered four
graves. The commission found 510 bodies of killecspns (31 children, 94 teenagers and 385 women). N
gunshot wounds were found in the bodies of thedofil. They were all buries alive.

20 Jewish men that remained in Skuodas were shihieasame night as the women and children
from Dimitravas’

In September 1941, Jewish girls still in Dimitra@adout 40) were taken by the Camp guards to
Darbenai Town and placed in the synagogue. In a shoitewhey were also killef.Later on Dimitravas
Camp was used for political prisoners only. In theumn of 1941, the Jews of Kretinga County were
exterminated.

It is very difficult to establish even a rough nunlof the Jews from Kretinga County that were
killed. Until 2 October 1941, killings of Jews ife8liai District were organised by German SecuBblice
and SD action squad No 2, therefore, the killinjdewvs carried out in that district were not in@ddn the
report of K. Jager dated 1 December 1941. Thussamegive only indicative numbers of holocaust i
in Kretinga County. On the basis of the above ne$eat can be stated that about 3,900-4,000 Jesrs w
killed in Kretinga County in 1941. | believe thatig number is close to reality since, accordingh data
of the Board of Statistics on 1 January 1941, 4,348s lived in Kretinga County.

2 Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Selsikiene-Sarpnickier of 8 January 1963, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.schedil8
194, p. 78.

% Interrogation minutes of J. Embrasus of 4 May 1963A, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47423/3IV2, p.p. 106-119.

* Act on the exhumation and examination of bodi@D&cember 1944, LSA, ibid., file 47423/3, Vol pp. 127-130.

® Interrogation minutes of A .Bauzys of 27 May 19##g., Vol. 8, p. 193.

® Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Selikiene-Sarpnickier of 8 January 1963, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.schedil8
194, p.p. 79-80.
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TRAKAI COUNTY
Trakai

From the times of Vytautas the Great, Trakai werieabited by Karaites transferred from the
Crimea.

They observed the Judaism religion, but were nosidered Jews. The exact time when Jews came
to Trakai is not known. According to the data 0®9Z&opulation census, 818 Jews and 424 Karaited liv
Trakail In the autumn of 1941, the total population ofk&iavas 2,640 persofisAccording the data of the
Board of Statistics on 1 January 1941, 4,305 Jewedlin Trakai County (2.61 % of the county
population)?

Local communists and NKVD officers got into a hygmic on the very first day of the Nazi-Soviet
War. There was a small Red Army unit (80 soldierd ane political instructor) located in Trakai. Jhe
were charged with a task to blow up military depotsthe regiment and to retreat eastwards. Local
Lithuanians started organising an armed defencadsqlihey established relations with the Lithuanian
soldiers in the Red Army and decided to prevenbtbeing of ammunition depots.

Lithuania rebellions wounded 2 and captured 18 Ry soldiers during a short exchange of shots
(on 23 June). The ammunition depots were protettecal government started arranging in Trakai, a w
as an Interim Committee was established. The Gewwmary occupied the town the following day (on 24
June). A German Military Field Commander’s Officesvestablished in TrakaiPublic, criminal and
security police was organised in Trakai Town andntyp during the first weeks of the war. In July 194
from former Red Army Lithuanian soldiers Captaint&mas MsSlius organised a self-defence battalion of
about 120 men. This battalion guarded military demnd convoyed Russian war prisoners to Onuskis,
Semelisks and SventeZeris where war prisoners were taken v other military units. In August 1941,
the battalion under the command of A¢3Hus was transferred to Nauijoji Vilnia.

As in entire Lithuania, the Jews first of all suffd legal discrimination. The issue of national
relations (especially between Lithuanians and Bplgas rather urgent in Trakai County. Governmeatt h
to alleviate tense national relations; howevers #pproach did not apply to Jews. On 1 August 187,
governor of Trakai County gave instructions to Ibiiegomaster of Trakai Town, chiefs of rural didsiand
chiefs of police stations to equally treat peogflalbnationalities in public institutions, excefor Jews® By
the order of the military commander, weekly footiais established in Trakai County in respect & th
Jews were twice less than those in respect of ears-JThe Jews were also deprived of radio setsghwhi
under lists were transferred to the commander akdirCounty"

On 25 July 1941, acting Governor of Trakai CountyMcinskas sent out instructions to the
burgomaster of Trakai Town and all chiefs of rutatricts. These instructions required that evenwish
community should establish a representation, idevaish council. It (council) should comprise 5%tlod
community Jews and consist of 3—-12 persons. Jevashcils had to elect their manager and his deasity
soon as possible. Councils were authorised to acmeg fulfil all orders by public authorities anket
police. Instructions by councils were obligatory &i the Jews within the community.

1 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities.p. 315-316.

2 LCSA, doc.col. R-500, inv.sched. 1, file 4, Vo2 750.

% Unofficial data of the Board of Statistics of ndary 1941 about the national composition of thuanian population, ibid.,
doc.col. R-743, inv.sched. 5, file 46, p. 172.

441941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documen¥s, 2000, p.153.

® Ibid., p.194; interrogation minutes of A.d¥lius of 22 December 1969, LSA, doc.col. K-1, iohed. 45, file 1847, p.p. 203-
204.

® Letter of 1 August 1941 by Trakai County GovernfrLCVA, doc.col. R-500, inv.sched. 1, file 1,40.

Y Ibid., p.p. 49, 134.

2 Letter of 25 July 1941 by Trakai County Acting @owor to the Burgomaster of Trakai Town and chidfaural districts,
LCSA, doc.col. R-500, inv.sched. 1, file 1, p. 184.
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Preparations for forcing Jews to ghettos startethatend of July 1941. By the order of the
governor of Trakai County, the burgomaster of Tralavn and chiefs of rural districts had to immedig
submit projects concerning the displacement of J&wssolated locations. Such a project had to be
accompanied by the map of a town, marking the plduere Jews were expected to be displaced, asawell
the capacity of housing (whether it would be sifi¢ to accommodate the displaced persdns).

On 16 August 1941, Commander of Vilnius District Wulff issued regulations on the issue of
Jews. These regulations were sent to governorsiloiu¥, Sverionys, Trakai and Alytus counties. They
specified that all the Jews must wear appropriadeksnand reside in ghettos. The same requiremesrs w
applicable to half-Jews, i.e. such persons whosenpmare real Jews from one sfdBesides, under the
instruction of Commander of Vilnius District H. Wijlevery County of Vilnius District should haveespal
officials appointed to deal with Jewish mattgrs.

In carrying out the instructions of the governorToeékai County, the Jewish community in Trakai
Town elected its council. It consisted of 12 mersb&imonas Kucas was elected the manager of thehlew
council, his deputy — Ovsiejus Levinas, secreta@ui-Simonag.

Until September 1941, the Jews of Trakai livedniit houses and apartments. During the first days
of September, the police forced the Jews of thentttma ghetto that was located in summerhousestbeer
lake. Jews were taken to the ghetto by boats amdl ships. About 400 Jews from Trakai Town wereetak
to the ghetto in total. A little later, policemeh roiral districts took Jews from AukStadvaris, Okissand
Lentvaris to Trakai Ghetto. Some policemen stayed@rakai Ghetto to guard the Jews until its liqtioia
The Ghetto was also guarded by policemen from Traka a week or so after the establishment of the
Ghetto, Governor of Trakai County P. &itaskas told Police Chief of Trakai Town Kaz¢/aplikas that it
would be required to shoot the Jews residing inGhetto and that would have to be done by policemen
from Trakai Town. According to KCaplikas, he refused to carry out this task and &aitb the same to his
subordinates. After a week, about 20-30 policernemfVilnius special force came to Trakai by passeng
bus. A German non-commissioned officer came togethth them. According to the evidence of some
former participants of the special force, it was@8cer Martin Weiss who came to Trakai. The Jevese
shot in Varnikai forest near the lake, about 3 komT Trakai. The massacre began in the morning addce
after lunch. The Jews were taken in groups to tharal shot. Local policemen and white-bands surded
the place of the massacre. The shooting was caotigdy executors from the special force. After the
shooting they returned to Trakai and were treabeshé¢als and vodka in the local canteen. Drunk #fter
feast, the killers left for Vilnius singingAccording to the report by K. Jager of 30 Septenil$il, 1446
Jews were shot in Trakai: 366 men, 483 women afccBddren’

After the extermination of the Jews, occupation egament started worrying about the sanitary
status and protection of mass graves. By his lette8 November 1941, the governor of Trakai County
instructed the burgomaster of Trakai Town and ehief Ziezmariai, Semeligk and EiSisks Rural
Districts to fence the places of mass killings IByNovember 1941 “so that animals and people coatd n
access them and would not wade through, destrafmiage those places”. Those graves had to be strewn
with chloride of lime, and fences had to be 120innheight’ Correspondence concerning Jewish graves
also took place in 1942. On 8 July 1942, V. Paskesj a doctor in Trakai County, informed the

% Ibid., p. 152.

* Letter of 18 August 1941 by Governor of VilniussBict K. Kalendra, ibid., file 4, Vol. 1, p. 138.

® Letter of 23 August 1941 by Commander of Vilniuistiict H. Wulff to K. Kalendra, ibid., p. 233.

® Letter No 80 of 1941 (date not specified) by Tidkaunty Governor to the Commander of Trakai Disfi. CSA, doc.col. R-
500, inv.sched. 1, file 1, p.p. 237a.p. — 238.

! Interrogation minutes of KCaplikas of 19 May 1970, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sdhd5, file 1847, p.p. 237 a.p. — 238.

2 Ibid., p.p. 238-239; interrogation minutes of Jaikius of 20 November 1969, ibid., file 18519f.

% “Masines Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 137.

* Letter of 8 November 1941 by Trakai County Govertacthe Burgomaster of Trakai Town, chiefs of Zieitiai, Semelisis
and EiSiSks Rural Districts, LCSA, doc.col. R-500, inv.schédfile 4, Vol. 2, p. 794.
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Commander of Vilnius District about the statush# graves. He indicated that the mass graves &filra
County are located in Trakai, Semetiskand ZieZzmariai Rural Districts. In 1941 thesevgsawere strewn
with bleach and filled with land. In the spring 8842, the mass graves were disentombed again,nstrew
with bleach and fencet.

Semelisks

Before WWI Semelisés inhabited 60 Jewish families. Most Jews in tlventavere engaged in trade.
The local Jewish community had a meeting houseaamtigion schoolYavné in the inter-war perio8.

In carrying out the order of the German local comdsa of 21 July 1941, the Jewish community in
SemeliSks (261 Jews resided in the town at that time) eteet Jewish council, a manager and a deputy
manager in the synagogue. 12 persons were elattethe council. 60-year-old rabbi Saja Mausa Seiki
was unanimously elected the chairman of the coudcolibas Berezauskas was elected as his deputy. The
elected persons were approved by the German Conenaridef of Semelisls Rural District and chief of
the Police Station in Semeligs<*

Around the second half of September 1941, the dvEemeliSks were displaced to a ghetto. The
Jews from Vievis and a part of Jews from Zasliaievalso confined in this ghetto. They were guarogd
local policemen and policemen from Vievis, Zaskaid ZieZmariai. Tax exempt Jews were kept in the
synagogue, school and some other large buildingne8sSks Ghetto existed for about two weeks. During
the first days of October, about 20-30 Securityid@ohnd SD special force policemen came by loroynfr
Vilnius to SemeliSks. One German came with them by car. Together thighchief of Semelisls Rural
District and the chief of the Police Station, hentvi® examine the future place of killings. A trengas dug
up about 2 km from Semeli&k in the direction of Trakai, near the lake. Ther@n did not like the
selected place, however, and he ordered to digrehrin another place on the edge of the forestléeNh
another trench was dug, the killers of the spetoate stayed in Semeli&& The extermination of
SemeliSks Ghetto was carried out on 6 October 1941. Thécemken from Semelisk, Vievis and
Ziezmariai, who guarded the Ghetto, started inrtiwening taking the Jews to the place of killingheT
other part of policemen were assigned to be ondyaesund the trench. The Jews were laid at theshren
Executors from the special force would take smeslugs of Jews to the trench and shoot them. K#ling
lasted several hours. The shooters were drunk whenreturned to Semeli& The policemen on guard
did not get any vodka.According to the report by K. Jager, 962 Jews weélled in Semelidks on 6
October 1941: 213 men, 359 women and 390 children.

Aukstadvaris

There is some information that the Jews lived irk#advaris already in the middle of the™16
century. Before WWI, 70 Jewish families residedhe town. During the war, the majority of local 3ew
retreated to Vilnius, but at the end of the warytiheturned to their native town. During the times o
Independent Lithuania there were 65 Jews famiB&2 persons) in AukStadvaris. Local Jews were ezdjag
in trade (17 shopkeepers) and crafts (carpentéaskdmiths, shoemakers, etc.), grew kitchen gardens
Markets took place every Wednesday, and 6 timesaa -y fairs jomarkai. A part of local Jews emigrated
to the USA, Mexico and Palestine in the inter-wari@d. The majority of Jews in the town had theimo
houses along the central street. The Jewish contynimiAuksStadvaris had a synagogue, Yiddish and

® “Masinés zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 378.

® N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities. 262.

! Minutes of the meeting of SemeligkJewish community of 21 July 1941, LCSA, doc.86500, inv.sched. 1, file 1, p. 168.
2 Interrogation minutes of J. Ragaivis of 17 August 1970, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.schd8, file 1851, p.p. 155-157;
interrogation minutes of B. Kapi@inas of 11 September 1970, ibid., file 1847, p.5-236 a.p.

% “Masinés Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 136.
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Hebrew schools, a library, a dramatic club, an estta and “Makabi” sports club (consisting of 30
members}.

The German Army occupied AukStadvaris on 24 Jurfd 18s a result of military actions, a part of
buildings in the town burned, including a woodenayogue. During the first weeks of occupation, il
arresting communists and soviet activists, sevéeals were also arrested. 14 men, including Jews fro
AuksStadvaris Elis Balzamatius, Kaplanas and Leiba, were already shot at titecé June in RdiSkes
forest for the said activitie’s.

At the end of July 1941, by the order of the goweeraf Trakai County, Jewish representations
(councils) had to be set up and Jewish ghettos wstablished in all rural districts in the County.
carrying out this order of the county governor, thevish community in AukStadvaris also elected its
council. It consisted of 11 members. Abelis Abraiias was elected the manager of the Jewish council,
Jolkabas Sapirsleinas was elected as his debuio Jewish ghetto was established in Auktadvahiil
the very killings, local Jews lived in their housBgfore arrests, the Jews from AukStadvaris weggired
to wear yellow six-pointed stars, later on — yellsguares with the letter “J”. The arrests of thesJéom
AuksStadvaris began on 21 September 1941. They Wepe in the premises of the Board of the Rural
District, and then taken by policemen and whitedsato Trakai Ghetto. The Jews from AukStadvarisewer
shot together with the other Jews in Trakai Ghett®0 September 1941 Some Jews escaped arrests and
managed to hide. Michel Farber escaped being addstding at Mamertas Sinkews’. His daughter
Judita hid with him. Jewish Chaja hid in the fanuliyJokibas TamaSevius. After the war, she gave her
house as a present to the family which saved Hey all lived to see the end of nazi occupation anodind
1960 emigrated to Israel. Abelis Abramaus with his son also escaped arrests, but in Bepri©942 they
were betrayed by someone. Policemen arrested thenfsvtius and took them to the Jewish cemetery to
shoot. On the way to the cemetery the condemnetbdtaunning. The father managed to run to thestore
but the son was caught and taken to the trenchn#as, the father stepped out of the nearbystoaad
surrender by saying: “If you are killing my son|l khe too”. The policemen shot them bétfioday only
the old Jewish cemetery remained from the Jewisinaonity of AukStadvaris.

KaiSiadorys

Before WWI KaiSaidorys acquired importance as Rvey junction.

The number of the town’s inhabitants was growingjdly. Jewish families were also moving to the town
On the eve of WWI, KaiSaidorys was home to arouAdJéwish families. During the war, the Tsarist
authorities deported Jews to the distant partsussR, but after the war many Jews returned to#tiee
town. In the inter-war period a deteriorating eqoimsituation encouraged a certain proportion @isJ®
emigrate into the USA., South Africa, Uruguay aradeBtine. On the eve of the Holocaust, about 60shew
families (other sources make reference to 150 fas)if were living in Kai$aidorys. In the summer of 1941,
a total of 2,100 residents lived in KaiSiadotys.

1'N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communitigs.p. 369-373.

2 Vydas Narvidas, “In the footsteps of the exterrtedanation (Jews from Aukstadvaris)”, p. 3, a copshe manuscript is kept
in the personal archive of the author.

% Letter No 80 of 1941 (date not specified) by Tia&aunty Governor to the Commander of Trakai Disti.CSA, doc.col. R-
500, inv.sched. 1, file 1, p. 160.

V. Narvidas, “I3naikintos tautos ...”, p. 4; “Magmzudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 137.

® V. Narvidas, “I5naikintos tautos...”, p. 4.

'2N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communitigg.p. 167-168.

13 LCSA, doc.col. R-500, inv.sched. 1, file 4, Vol.®2 750.



55

During the German occupation KaiSiadorys Rural iitistvas a part of Trakai County. During the
first weeks of the war, the Rural District admirgsion and police were organised in KaiSiaddfys.

Discrimination against the Jews in KaiSiadorys wakashed on the first weeks of the occupation.
As in other parts of Lithuania, the Jews were degati of their civic rights, driven into ghettos and
temporary isolation camps, and then executed d¢oldyg. The governor of Trakai County, acting oreth
basis of the order by the German Field Command¢abéshed weekly food rations for Jews, which were
one half of the rations for non-Jews (e.g. Jewsevgiven 875 grams of bread, non-Jews — 1.75 ky'8tc.
Jews had their radio sets confiscated from them tadsferred to the authority of the County
Commander?®

A ghetto in KaiSiadorys was to be located in thesk@labouts of Vytauto and Vilniaus Stre€ts.
However, the Jews in KaiSidorys were placed in sdviocations. Apart form the above-mentioned
Vytauto-Vilniaus Streets Ghetto, the Jews were placed in the town’s synagogue (it burned dowaer)at
and in Kiemeliai Village. Not just local, but alSews from surrounding towns (Zasliai, Ziezmanaére
taken to KaiSiadorys Ghettd$.

On 5 August 1941 the chief of KaiSiadorys Ruraltiies briefed the Governor of Trakai County on
the situation of the local Jews. At that time 1@%vi3h families (375 persons in total) were livimgthe
town. The Jews were to be taken into the housesAR&O on Vytauto Street and houses No. 12-14 on
Vilniaus Street. A total of 23 residential housesre assigned to the Ghetto. The Jews were supposed
move to the Ghetto by 10 August 1941. The loc#h@ity encountered greater difficulties when iedr to
draw up a representative body within the Jewishrmamity. In the beginning Jews refused to set up a
Jewish council. Only following a repeated urge deevs of KaiSiadorys set up their council. Rablrfas
Jofanas, Zelikas Feldmanas, Chaimas Gansas amrdJbteleviius were among its elected members.The
chief ofngaiéiadorys appointed A. Jofanas Chairmangd Z. Feldmanas — Deputy Chairman of the
Council:

In the mid-August preparations were undertakenttier campaign of Jews slaughter. Following a
confidential letter on the detention of the JewsDsector of the Police Department Reivytis No.8B,
Jewish men and 14 women were arrested in Kaidiad8§36 men and 85 women in Zasliai, and 282 Jews
(among them 89 women) in ZieZzmariai. The Jews tdes Zasliai and ZieZmariai were delivered to
KaiSiadorys?® Thus, in the mid-August of 1941, a total of 824vith men and women were arrested (the
number of detained children is not specified). GnAtigust 1941, Director of the Police Department V.
Reivytis asked SS Obersturmfiihrer J. Hamann whabtoext with the Jews who had been detained all
over Lithuania. V. Reivytis, among other thingsinted out that contagious diseases were spreadiog@
the detainees at the speed of lightning, while aiskadorys one fatal case has even been recétded.
Hammann’s reaction was instant. Jews of KaiSissldafso Ziezmariai and Zasliai) were killed on 26
August 1941 (other references indicate 27 AugusButhor [of the document] is not aware of the
circumstances of this tragedy. Report by K. Jéigdicates that in KaiSiadorys 1911 Jewish men, wome
and children were executed. It is known that thvesde@ere being shot in Strasiai forest, about 3 km north
form ZieZmariai, at Vladikiskiai Village. Victims eve buried in three dozen metres-long ditthe©n 1

1441941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documen¥s, 2000, p. 194.

15 Letter by Trakai County Governor of 19 July 194CSA, doc.col. R-500, inv.sched. 1, file 1, p. 134.

16 |etter by Trakai County Governor of 31 July 19#id., p. 49.

17 Schematic plan of KaiSiadorys, 1941 ibid., filgp4236.

18 Extract from the interrogation minutes of A. Dvilgius of 10 October 1952, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.s¢h®, file 186, p. 264.n
19 Letter by the Chief of KaiSiadorys Rural Distrift5 August 1941 to Trakai County Governor, LCSAcaol. R-500,
doc.sched. 1, file 4, Vol. 1, p. 235.

20 SeeReports by the chiefs of police stations to thécedepartment, LCSA, doc.col. R-683, inv.schedilg 2, p.p. 20-89.

2L | etter of 26 August 1941 by V. Reivytis @bersturmfiihrer J. Hamann, ibid., inv.sched. 2, il p. 82.

22 «Masines Zudys Lietuvoje,” Vol. 2, p. 410; interrogation minutetA. Dvilevigius of 30 October 1952, LSA, doc.col. K-1,
inv.sched. 8, file 186, p.p. 264-265
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September 1941, the chief of KaiSiadorys Policgi@taeported to the Trakai County governor that th
Jews of KaiSiadorys had been executed on 27 Aut@¥l. They were executed by an auxiliary police
squad which came from Kaunas and German soltflerspparently, it must have been the notorious J.
Hamann’s “Flying Squad”. The governor of Trakaiu@ty in his turn informed the leadership of Vilnius
County about the fact that “not a single persordekish nationality any longer remains in KaiSaidory
Zasliai and Ziezmariai” and asked for the instroiesi “on handling the movable and immovable property
that used to belong to the Jevi8".The property of the executed Jews was temporpliged under the
authority of Rural District self-governments. Afteffew days the governor of Trakai County instrddtee
chiefs of rural district self-governments to drag an inventory of all the property of the Jews bgating
individual documents on each family. The local adstration was also instructed to put up the imatde
property of the Jews for lease in auctions to tlwall people, and sort out the movable propertyratain it
within the police authority until a special ordemee®

After the slaughter of KaiSiadorys Jews in 194ghatto in Kiemeliai Village still remained which
later was turned into a labour camp for the prisereg Kaunas Ghetto. This Ghetto was located on the
northern side of the Village, close to KaiSiadocgsnetery at the old KaiSiadoyrs-Kiemeliai road. efeh
was a homestead of Juozas Sliumba on the oppiditefsthe road. Several wooden barracks stooth@n
Ghetto’s territory. The Ghetto itself was fencedhwbarbed wire with guards’ towers. Close to it veas
place where peat was dug, and narrow rails rah td\Viorkers were manually transporting the peatiéok
on to hand lorries. Around 500 Jews could be isgmed in Kiemeliai Ghetto. Women and men from the
Ghetto were driven to cut the forest. Sometimesgihards allowed Jewish girls to visit farmers &véna
rest and ask for food. When Jews were taken flemQhetto, villagers from Kiemeliai Village masdive
plundered the remaining property: clothing, beddarmgl other items. A certain portion of the Jewish
property was taken to KaiSiadors.

The fact that in 1943 Jews were working in KaiSrgdds substantiated by the diary of Secretary of
Jewish Council of Kaunas Ghetto A. Tory. In it s@eeferences are made to the Jewish labour camp i
KaiSiadorys. Prisoners from Kaunas Ghetto wereidgg@eat in it. In his entry made on 6 June 1943 A.
Tory notes that 100 Jews from Kaunas Ghetto weretealig the peat in Kaisiadorgs.

On 2 July 1943, A. Tory entered in his diary a ntitat around 1400 Jews are digging peat in
KaiSiadorys. Although the conditions of life and atseethere were bearable, still a number of workens
this camp escaped to Kaunas Ghetto. The Gestapoedrthe Ghetto’s administration to locate thetfugs
and return them to KaiSiador$/s.

On 1 August 1943 the Ukrainian guards who guardeddamp staged an uprising and killed a
German chief of KaiSiadorys Camp, a specialist ftaalland, and two Ukrainians loyal to Germans, and
escaped to the forest afterwards. AdministratiothefKaunas Ghetto was fearsome that these evexyts m
provide a pretext to exterminate all Jews who wdrke the Camp® Apparently, the Germans did not
resort to any retaliatory actions following the etgein KaiSiadorys. Judging from A. Tory’s diathe

23 Report by the Chief of Kaisiadorys Police Statiéri September 1941 to Trakai County Governor, LC&dk.col. R-500,
inv.sched. 1, file 4, Vol. 1, p. 258.

24 Letter by Trakai County Governor of 31 August 134 Vilnius County Governor, LCSA, doc.col. R-5@.sched. 1, file 4,
Vol. 1, p. 250.

%5 etter by Trakai County Governor of 3 Septembet11® the chiefs of rural districts and chiefs ofige stations, ibid.,
doc.col. R-713, inv.sched. 1, file 1, p. 6.

% Story told by Geé Butrimaviciaite-Putnikiere. Chronicled by Petras Karlauskas on 3 Decembe®,1iR8iSiadoriys Museum,
file 243, p.p. 2-3.

27 A, Tory, The Ghetto of Kaunas: Day After Dgy. 379.

28 |bid., p.p. 410-411.

29 A. Tory, The Ghetto of Kaunas, p. 458.
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labour camp in Kai$aidorys was still functioningele&September 1948. The author [of the present
paper] is not aware of the date of its liquidation.

Ziezmariai

The Jewish community in ZieZmariai existed alreathe mid-18' century. Prior to WWI around
700 Jews lived in Ziezmariai. On the eve of thei®sMazi War around 200 Jewish families were regjdi
in the town. A certain proportion of local Jewstle inter-war period emigrated to the USA, Urugaay
Palestine. Ziezmariai Jews were engaged in credtamerce, vegetable-growing and fishing. In théoge
of the independent Lithuania local Jewish commuhiy its own bank, a school where the language of
instruction was Hebrew, a library, drama studio andrphanag#

On the first weeks of the Nazi occupation, the JeWwZieZmariai were not subjected to massive
arrests and execution, however, legal discrimimatb Jews was taking place since the very stathef
occupation. On 25 July 1941 the governor of Trdkaiinty instructed the chiefs of rural districtsot@ler
the local Jewish communities to elect Jewish cdsnuaihich were to elect the chairman and his deffuty
Ziezmariai Jewish Council elected seven membethd council. Benjaminas Benes&us was elected
Chairman of the Jewish Council, and Dovydas Strass deputy>

Preparations for the killing of the Jews startethmmid-August 1941. Pursuant to the orders by th
Police Department, almost everywhere in Lithuah@ ¢ampaign of Jews’ arrest was launched. At that
time 282 Jewish men and women were in Ziezmatiaihey were delivered to the Kaisiadorys Ghetto and
shot on 26-27 August together with the Jews fronigdorys and Zasliai. The arrests and convoying of
Jews were supervised by the then Chief of ZieZmBokce Station Teofilis Kilbauskas.

Soon after this campaign local policemen and wbieds, according to the testimonies by
witnesses, arrested about 150 Jewish women wittirehi and placed them in the town’s synagogue. The
next day the detainees were driven to the foreadraékilometres away from ZieZzmariai and executesde
on the land of TriliSkiai estate. Allegedly, theyere shot by the German soldiers who came from
Kaisiadorys®®

K. Jager’s report notes that on 29 August 1941, R83isks and Ziezmariai Jews were executed.
The number of victims indicated by Jager raisesbtlourhe major proportion of ZieZzmariai Jews were
killed in KaiSiadorys on 26-27 August 1941. Atthiane only 70-80 Jews remained in RumsgkOnce
282 Jews from Ziezmariai were sent to KaiSiadorpet®, hardly more than 200-250 Jewish women and
children could still remain in the town. Probaldy Jager included Jews from other locations inte th
number of executed Jews from Rumsgknd Ziezmariai.

On 31 August 1941 the governor of Trakai Countyinfed the governor of Vilnius Region that
“not a single person of Jewish nationality remaimkaisiadorys, Zasliai and Ziezmaridi®.

Personal items of the killed Jews were broughtieZifiariai synagogue. Later a special commission
was set up (Chief of ZieZmariai Rural District Jer@lanina was appointed its Chairman), which disted
the property of the Jews among the Lithuanian iitaats of the towri®

%0 |bid., p.486.

31 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbutghuanian Jewish Communitigs. 395.

32 |_etter of Trakai County Governor of 25 July 1941the Burgomaster of Trakai Town and chiefs of Irdistricts, LCSA,

doc.col. R-500, inv.sched. 1, file 1, p. 184.

33 Letter by the Governor of Trakai County to the @oamdant of Trakai County, undated, ibid., p.159.

34 Letter by the Chief of Ziezmariai Police Statidnld@ August 1941 to the Director of Police Depaminébid., doc.col. R-683,
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22 Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. AliSkas of 26 January 1952, LSA, doc.col. 3377, ained. 55, file 145, p. 181
Ibid., p. 181.

37 Letter by Trakai County Governor of 31 August 134 Vilnius County Governor, LCSA, doc.col. R-5@.sched. 1, file 4,
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Still, the execution of Jews in 1941 did not brimgan end the story on the presence of Jews in
Ziezmariai. Historical sources contain frequenterefces to the Jewish labour camp in ZieZmariai.
Apparently it was established in the spring of 194#ien the ghettos in Swéonys, ASmena and
Michaliskés were liquidated. About one and a half thousambpers from ASmena Ghetto were transferred
to the labour camps in Zasliai, ZieZmariai, Kend &taujoji Vilnia>°® About 1000 Jews were working on
Ziezmariai Camp located at Vilnius-Kaunas highwa¥he Camp was subordinate to Vilnius Ghetto,
however, assistance to its inmates came also fraom&s Ghetto. Conditions of life in this Ghetto ever
especially difficult. Not only men and women, lalgo old people and children were forced to wdrleyé
was an acute shortage of food, bedding, and méalicatontagious diseases were spreading. In Mdg 19
the Nazi authority resolved to liquidate the GhetioZiezmariai. A part of the inmates were to be
transferred to Pskov Region, close to the frontlamether 400 — to Kaunas GhettoOn 6 June 1943 to
Kaunas Ghetto from Ziezmariai Camp, instead of gfifoners as originally planned, 680 people were
successfully delivered. They met a very welcomeepdon and were accommodated at the former
“Lituanika” cinema and the synagogue on MiskinioeBt. Administration of the Ghetto supported the
newcomers as much as it could. Another 140 skilledlish professionals stayed behind in ZieZzmariai,
however, no information is available about thetefd The precise date of liquidation of ZieZmariai labo
camp is unknown either.

The report by K. Jager of 1 December 1941 leadsouthe conclusion that in 1941 in Trakai
figure is practically identical with the data oktlStatistics Department of 1 January 1941 on timeben of
the Jews who resided in Trakai County (4,305 pessdhwe add to the said number the number of the
Jews killed in EiSiSés (3 446 persons), the number of the Jews exeaat&dakai County is then 7,765
persons.

A

According to the population census of 1897, so3&& Jews lived in EiSigk (comprising 70% of
the town’s population). Prior to the outbreak of tdazi-Soviet War the number of inhabitants in &8
was 3,413. In the inter-war period, EigiSkvas home to the Great Synagogue and two morest@fs
prayer (beit-midrash¥ Jewish communities were also living in the neiglning towns: Saininkai,
Turgeliai, Jadinai, DievenisSks, Valkininkai. The majority of EiSisglse Jews were engaged in crafts and
commerce. They owned shops, shoe-maker’'s and ettggrs, smitheries, inns, butcher’s, groceries’ and
other shops. Jewish houses of prayer (synagogudeitichidrash) stood in close proximity. After WWII
one of them was converted in to a cinema, the ethato a sports’ school, and premises of the thawde
not survived. Majority of Jews had their housethimtown centre (on the current Vilniaus Stredtgll-off
Jewish families lived in red-brick hous#&s.

3 Extract from the interrogation minutes of J. Aliskas of 26 January 1952, LSA, doc.col. 3377, ahed. 55, file 145, p.p.
181, 182

%9Y. Arad,Ghetto in Flamesp. 359.

40 A, Tory, Ghetto of Kaunas.., p.p. 321-322, 329-330.

“1 A. Tory, Ghetto of Kaunas., p.p. 375-380; |. Guzenberigabour Camps of Vilnius Ghetto and the Populati@n€ls of 1942
Lists of Vilnius Ghetto Inmates, Vol. 2, p. 18.

42N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbutighuanian Jewish Communitigs.p. 95-96; LCSA, doc.col. R-500, inv.sched.ilg, 4, Vol. 2,
p. 750.

“3A. Pesko, A. Salupajev, “Massive Killings of thigHuanian Citizens Jews on the Territory of&iihkai Region during the
Years of World War Two”, a copy of the typescriptRussian, personal collection of the author, p-B.
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The German Army occupied EiS&kon 24 June 1941. German Military Commander’sdg@féind
the gendarmerie opened their office in the premisegshe former secondary school. Later several
Lithuanian policemen were sent to patrol in theridtv

Until the spring of 1942, EiSisk Rural District formed a part of Trakai Countytelaa separate
German military formation (around 50-70 troops) 8aast to EiSisés; they established their headquarters in
the premises of the post office. This formation b@adupervise renovation of the road segment betwee
Vilnius and Grodno. With the German motorised umitgssively travelling to the Eastern front, thedroa
suffered significant damage. For the renovatiomkwdews of EiSiSéks were used. They were driven to
work in large groups (of 100-150 people) and suiged/by German soldiers. Their work was hard aeg th
had to work 8-10 hours per day, no pay was offésedhe work. Jews at that time were ordered spldiy
the Star of David. Upon completion of road renawatworks, Jews were forced to perform various
meaningless jobs (e.g. carry construction matdrgah one location to another) or do different plogsi
exercises. The German guards variously drove Jewsxhaustion and humiliated them. In the mid-
September 1941 German military units left and ahly local police remained in Eis&*> On 25 July
1941 the governor of Trakai County ordered thefehad rural districts to set up a Jewish councikach
Jewish community. The council in turn had to elexthairman and deputy chairman. Jewish couneits h
to abide by all orders of the authorities and polfc As many as 12 members were elected to the Jewish

According to the recollections of inhabitants ofiEkés, on the evening of 21 September (Sunday)
1941, a group of people from Vilnius dressed inrplelothes, yet armed, arrived in EisiSk The locals
referred to them as riflemen. The newcomers spokiEithuanian. On Monday (22 September) local
people woke up to the sound of shooting. Armedudanian “partisans” and policemen drove all theslew
out of their homes and into the three Ei8sSlsynagogues. Those who could not be squeezedhato
synagogues were placed in the fenced market-plaite guards. Only several dozen Jews escaped the
arrest, as they either managed to find hiding ait theighbours homes or leave the town. At abOua.in.
armed guards took outside from one of the synagogumund 400-500 Jewish men (18-40 years old). The
column was convoyed by 80 Lithuanian “partisanshife-bands). The Jewish men while being driven
walked with dignity, neither protested nor showed aesistance. Head of the Jewish community in
EiiSkes Svarcas was walking at the front of the colurhocal Poles started shouting that the Jews were
being driven to be killed. They knew that in tHd dewish cemetery outside the town graves haweaadyr
been dug for them. Jews taken to the site of Xeewdion were told to take off their upper clothesiter
that they were driven in groups into ditches arld to lie down in close ranks at the bottom of thieh.
Then the executioners would start shooting fromsidde of the grave. Although some survived beinky o
hurt after the shooting, they were covered withyel of soil by the local Poles driven from the towlany
executioners were either drunk or under the infteeof alcohol. Towards the evening as many asaf¢el|
groups of Jews had been executed. They were ledufi graves, in layers one on top of the otherthe
evening the killers returned to Eis#Skto spend the night. Several young men managsdvi® themselves
having hidden in the piles of clothes, and theraped unnotice® The killings continued for at least two
days. On the second day Jewish women and childezg being executed. They were shot on the side of
town (in a different location from the one whergvis men had been killed). Guards under the infleesf
alcohol convoyed the condemned people to the giexecution. Jews not only from EiS&k but also

“bid., p.p. 7-8

> bid., p.p. 16-18.

4% | etter by Trakai County Governor of 25 July 1941He Burgomaster of Trakai Town and Chiefs of RDiatricts, doc.col.
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Valkininkai (around 300 people) and Kalesninkaiqat100 people) were being executed. Germans
filmed the killing and took pictures. According ttee evidences by the locals, after a few weekd Bokes
killing slaughter old Jews were shot. They werdekilnearby a Catholic cemetery. After the massnk,
killers were visiting Jewish homes looking for Jeimshiding and plundered their property left behind
Discovered Jews were executed. Differently from ékiglence of witnesses, according to K. Jager tepor
the slaughter of EiSigk Jews took place not only on 22-23 September 18dtlalso on 27 September
1941. It is possible that K. Jager mentioned ohéylast day of the killings, since, according te évidence
by witnesses, killings in EiSigk lasted several days. As K. Jager’s report stips)&8,446 Jews were killed:
989 men, 1636 women and 821 childfén.
by the sentenced persons and local inhabitantscegpoén and white-bands from Trakai County
(KaiSiadorys, Zasliai) and armed young men fromghiouring villages were involved in the gunning-
down. Allegedly, Police Chief of EiSi&& Rural District Astrauskas commanded the shootiGgrmans
were also present at the site of killing. It ig known precisely if Germans were shooting theneslor
whether they only issued orders and film&dAccording to the testimony by certain sentencesnivers of
Roma families were executed alongside with J&ws.

As it has already been mentioned, several dozer dswvaped death. Among those who managed to
save themselves were a family of a rich Jew Mawsse®zon, 6-member family of Chackel Koniuchovsky
and other families. Bikievius who lived on Lebednikai estate was providingltgn to 5 Jews, Kazimiezas
Korkutis who lived in Korkutnai Village in his specially designed hideout wadirig 28 Jews. All of them
lived to see the end of the Nazi occupation. Aftex war they were awarded the title of the Righseou
Among the Nations by Israel. A certain number okdescaped death by finding a refuge idRnkai
forest. Later some of them joined the Soviet panisunits that were establishing themselves atithat

Jews of Safininkai Town, according to the recollections ofabinhabitants, in the autumn of 1941
were collected and driven in the direction of Vareas (Belarus). Later they had been executed in
Varanavas District® The author is not aware of more precise inforamatibout the circumstances of this
slaughter.

DieveniSkes

Jews came to settle in Dieveniskin the Middle Ages. In 1776 the town was hom@&4alewish
people. In total at the end of the™8entury around 400 people lived in Dieverika third of them
(mostly) Jews were engaged in commerce and ciaiftsenidks grew in the 18 century. As shown in the
data on population census of 1897, as many as ihfHbitants lived in Dievenigk, among them 1225
Jews. The town became an important commercial eeAtrthe end of the f0century, three times a year
fairs were held in this town, there were severateths of shops, a pharmacy and 8 inns. The Jews of
Dievenisks had their own school and two synagogues. Inntiee-war period the town was inhabited by
around 2 thousand people, 2/3 of them being JevemyMews lived in the town centre, in brick houses.
Religious and cultural life of local Jews centreduend synagogues. One synagogue was erected at the

49 A. Pesko, A. Salupajev, “Massive Killings of thigHuanian Citizens Jews ...”, p.p. 8-10, 26-27; “MsiZudyws Lietuvoje,”
Vol. 1, p. 136; interrogation minutes of D. Krasakas of 26 August 1945, LSA, doc.col. 3377, investtb5, file 138, p.p. 39-
41.

*Interrogation minutes of D. Krasnauskas of 26 Audi9ei5, LSA, doc.col. 3377, inv.sched. 55, file B&. 40-41; A. Pesko, A.
Salupajev, “Massive Killings of the Lithuanian @gns Jews ...”, p.p. 9, 23.

* Interrogation minutes of B.erniauskas of 14 June 1976, LSA, doc.col. K-1,sched. 45, file 495, p. 189.
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beginning of the 20 century, decorated with frescoes. However, botBief/enidks synagogues were
destroyed during the years of WWfl.

In the wake of Lithuania’s occupation by Nazis, @ieiSks Rural District was merged with the
general region of Belarus. The spring of 1942 dagvdstablishment of EiSi&& County, and Dievenigk
Rural District found itself within the boundariethis county. In September 1941 following an ordé
the Nazi authorities a ghetto was established avénisks (it was created close to the synagogues). The
Jews were ordered to attach the Star of David amlisplay the sign “Jude” (Jew). Every day the Jessse
driven to perform hard physical labour (most fragflieto take care of the town’s streets). Accogdio the
testimonies by local inhabitants, Germans who geditie Jews were humiliating the Jews constaritgy t
told them to perform meaningless jobs, to run adojump, to undress, to “weed” the grass, sometitneg
fired above the heads of Jews. Local rabbis quigtedews in town saying that this is the punishrfrem
the God upon the Jewish nation for the sins corenhitbnce a German asked a Jewish woman to surrender
the sewing-machine. The woman tried to protesn tthe German shot her and appropriated the machine
A Jewish CouncilJudenra} was created in the ghetto. It consisted of fnembers. Germans ordered the
Jewish Council to collect a necessary amount oflgoldecorations. Such requirements were issued
repeatedly, until Jews surrendered all their exiperiswellery and other items of value. Around #rel of
September 1941 from Vilnius side to Dieverigkame a group of armed people dressed in ciwliathes.
Inebriated newcomers were shouting loudly and dgwhe Jews into synagogues. Some Jews managed to
go into hiding in the neighbouring villages andefsts. Local inhabitants were ordered to delives&or
drawn carriages. Jews were placed into carriagdgalen in the direction of Varanavas (Belarus)eréh
they were executed. A total of about 1 000 pewoyee killed. The author is not aware of more dethil
circumstances of this massacte.

* 3. Kwinskaja, “Fate of the Dievenigk Town Jewish Community”, 1998, a copy stored @ahthor’s private collection, p.p.
4-5,14.
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UTENA COUNTY
Utena

One of the oldest Jewish communities in Lithuarved in the Utena Town. The first Jewish
settlements were founded here back in the sixteesktury. According to the census of 1897, Utend ha
Jewish population of 2,405 (75 per cent of theremiopulation), and in 1923, they totalled to 2,48be
data of the Board of Statistics of 1 January 19licate that there were 5,443 Jews in the entitenGoof
Utena (4.73 per cent of the total county populdtirSizeable Jewish communities resided in Adjais
Molétai, Uzpaliai and Tauragnai. During the periodred German occupation, Utena County was composed
of 12 rural districts. In the time of Independeithuania and the German occupation, Utena wasdhee
of the county. The urban Jewish community played amportant role in the economic life of the town
before the Nazi-Soviet War. Like in other partsLghuania, the majority of Jews were involved rade
and crafts. Jewish houses and shops were locatihe ithen centre of the town (Utenio Square andnidau
Street). Before the Nazi occupation, Utena had Magggues: one on Kauno Street, another in Utenio
Square, the other two in the Market Square. Dutirggyears of Independent Lithuania, the local Jewis
community had pro-gymnasiums instructing in Hebr@wd Yiddish and an elementary school with the
Yiddish language of instruction. About 770 childrattended them. Utena had a public Jewish library,
various charity organisations, divisions of polliparties and sports clubs, as well. A part ofltlval Jews
emigrated to South Africa, the USA, Cuba and Arigenbetween the two world wat$.

Following the outset of the Nazi-Soviet War, antwiet Lithuanian partisan squads began their
activities in Utena County. In July 1941, a listpzfrtisan squads operating in Utena County was rdgw
with 484 names of metf.

On 23 June 1941, brothers Juozas and Povilas ®regsidents of Nemei&ai Village (4 km away
from Utena), gathered 40 men, and next day, theymed Utena. The partisans disarmed 4 militianmeh a
released all prisoners from the NKVD custody. Rarts used to disarm small Red Army groups crossing
the town and retreating Soviet activists. In thereng of 24 June, two NKVD lorries came to Utena. A
battle started between the partisans and the NK\éD.rAfter it, the partisans left the town. Next da$
June), on the highway from Utena to Uknigrg fierce fight over the town broke out betweenr@n and
Soviet military units. In the same evening, Utersswccupied by Germans.

German shelling seriously damaged the centre ohadJtevhich was mainly resided by Jews. 3
Lithuanian partisans were killed in clashes wite ®oviets. Immediately after the arrival of Germaas
Lithuanian Commander’s Office was opened and add88 persons) of auxiliary police (partisans) of
Utena Town was set up. Cp. Benediktas Kaletka theloffice of the Military Commander of Utena fbet
interim, and Jr. Lieut. Alfonsas Patalauskas becdémeommander of the partisan scfifad

The absolute majority of the town’s Jews stayetliena and did not even attempt to move to the
depth of the Soviet Union. The persecution of Jeagan on the very first days of the occupationfirAt,
Jews were forced to perform various public workeirt property was looted, and Jewish houses were
marked with special inscriptions. Religious bootther assets were plundered from all Utena synaggmgu
Rabbis were treated with scorn. Jews were orderedetr the yellow Star of David, they were prolatit

6 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbutighuanian Jewish Communitigg. 321;Lietuvos gyventojai., 1923, p. 25; Unofficial data of
the Board of Statistics of the Danuary 1941 about ethnic composition of the lathia population, LCSA, doc.col. R-743,
inv.sched. 5, file 46, p. 172

" N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbukghuanian Jewish Communities.p. 321-322; L. BekerisUtenos ir apylinki Zyd; Zitis 1941
m.”, p.p. 3-4, in Russian, a copy of the manusdstored in the personal archive of the author.
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from walking on pavements, etc. The synagogues wered into temporary custody houses. Some of
the arrested Jews were closed in the prison ofaJtenvn®*

On 14 July 1941, posters were put up all over thentstating that all Utena Jews must abandon the
town in 12 hours time. Those who would refuse teythe order were threatened with shooting. Utena
white-bands started driving Jews from their honoeSiting forest. Ca 2 thousand Jews were gathered in the
Camp within the forest. Nearly every day, a grofigaung Jews (from 35 to 40 men) used to be taken o
from the camp and executed in RdSrest. In the Camp, the jewellery, money and otl@uables were
taken away from JewX.

The first mass execution of Utena Jews was cawigdon 31 July 1941. 235 Jewish men and 16
women were shot in Rasorest (ca 2 km away from Utena) by the “flyinguag” led by Obersturmfihrer
Hamman from Kaunas together with local white-batids.

Utena Ghetto was small. Most Utena Jews were kegbtei Camp in Silieaforest, others were locked
in prison. The Ghetto in Utena was located in §eagogue on Ezero Street. It was fenced with banoes
with installed gates. People in the Ghetto livedarmunsanitary conditions, food was in very shapgpdy.

An epidemic of typhus broke out there. On 7 Audl®41, the second Kkilling of Jew took place. On that
day, the squad led Hamman together with local wiéteds gunned down 483 Jewish men and 87 women
in Ra® forest®™® Members of the “partisan” squad founded on thet fiays of the occupation were active in
arresting and killing Jews. The squad was commaruaedhe above mentioned Jr. Lieut. Alfonsas
Patalauskas. He had links with the German milimyhmander in Utena Capt. Guss and executed orders
issued by the latter. The squad by Patalauskapd@ple in total) arrested Utena Jews and drove tbdhe
Camp in Silie forest and Ghetto on EZero Street, guarded Jeimigiisonment places and sites of
execution while Jews were being shot. The whitedbaguad commanded by A. Patalauskas was
deactivated in early September 1941. Member ofthd A. Jothas was the governor of Utena Ghétto.

The Ghetto of Utena and the remaining Utena Jews wiled on 29 August 1941. This time, not
only adult men and women, but also children, bahres old people were shot. Hamman’s squad together
with Utena white-bands murdered 3,782 Jews frorm&end Madtai®® The Soviet Commission, which
investigated Nazi crimes in 1944, discovered theege ditches and several pits in Rdérest. The
Commission estimated that ca 9 thousand peoplébbad executed théfe Nonetheless, it is more likely
that Nazis and local collaborators killed ca 4,88@/s from Utena towns and closest neighbourhootiseof
county. Only a few Jews from Utena town managesltuive.

Anyks&ciai

According to the data of the 1897 census, Atii$ad a population of 2,754 Jews (69.7 per cént o
the total population). The town was demolishedrmpkiVWI, and most Jews escaped to the depth of &ussi
The town was rebuilt in independent Lithuania. Uodews received a considerable support from Jews
living abroad and thdoint organisation. In 1923, 1748 Jews resided in AtigkS Most of them were
tradesmen or craftsmen (there were 166 Jewishsomaft in the inter-war period), some worked in small
industrial companies as workers, launched raftshan Sventoji and Nemunas Rivers towards Eastern
Prussia. The Jewiskolksbankin Anyk&iai had 275 depositors. The local Jewish commuhay six

®1 Reznia v mestée Utian. Vospominanija Codika Bleimana, Neizvegtitirnaja kniga, p. 312.
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% |bid., p. 132.

% Interrogation minutes of Syvis of 16 December 1985A, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 46, file 1212, p57; Excerpt of the
interrogation minutes of F. Kazlauskas of 10 Ma$,1ibid., p.p. 22-23, 41.

% “Masines Zudyms Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.

6715 November 1941 Act of the Special State CommisdiSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58. No. 4146§/3319.
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houses of prayer, a small yeshiva, Yiddish and elebschools, a kindergarten, two large libraries, a
drama club, “Makabi” and “Beitarsports clubs, and divisions of political partfés.

The German Army occupied Anykai on 27 June 1941. Like in other districts of iieCounty,
Anyk&¢iai, too, formed a so-called partisan squad (whéages). It was commanded by Juozas VySniauskas.
The squad consisted of several dozen of fdrready on the first days of the occupation, tHeterbands
started arresting the remaining communists, menmdfeifee Young Communist League, soviet activistd an
non-local Jews visiting Anykgi. Many Jews from other counties tried to movehe depth of the Soviet
Union via Anyk&$iai, however, due to extremely fast invasion of @&rman Army to the East, they failed
to leave. Jewish refugees were closed in synagodugart of the arrested communists, Soviet adsvésd
Jews were shot on the first days of the occupdfi¢taving returned from Kaunas prison, Angfies parish
priest Juoza§epznas (who was arrested and imprisoned in Kauna®id\NKVD before the Nazi-Soviet
War) urged his parishioners to abstain from revesng# from participation in the executions of the/igb
activists and Jew€ epznas himself visited German commander in Utena akddahim not to kill innocent
people; the latter, however, answered that this aua®of his control and advised the priest notgpeal to
any other institution with the same request if lamted to avoid any troublés.

Before execution, Anyk$ai Jews were made to perform various hard physucaks. At the end of
July (ca 28) 1941, Jewish men were separated from women aitdrem, tortured and shGt Jewish
women, children and old people from Anyigd were executed on 29 August 1941 at the fodtiodisSkes
mound. The total number of killed Jews amounts3601 They were shot by more than 20 members of
Anyk&iai white-band squaff The property of the executed Jews was broughtedhall of the Riflemen
Union. Later, a part of the property was dividecbamAnyk&iai white-band membef$

Tauragnai

According to the 1897 census, 596 Jews lived indguai (56 per cent of the total population of the
town). And in 1923, they were 477. Between the waoold wars, a part of the local Jews emigrateddots
Africa, the USA and Palestine. On the eve of theif$oviet war ca 200 Jews resided in Tauragnai. The
years of independent Lithuania saw active life led Jewish community in the town. The local Jewish
community had a house for prayer, Yavne Schoolaaddeder?

During Independent Lithuania, the Jews and Lithaasicoexisted peacefully, they were used to
mixed families. At the beginning of the Nazi-Sovi%ar, Tauragnai suffered a huge damage. Most of the
town was put aflame by the withdrawing NKVD unfitsOn the very first days of the war, a squad of
Lithuanian partisans was established in Tauragmaieu command of Kazys Ziedas. The squad was
composed of ca 40 men. The partisans used to shéloé withdrawing groups of the Red Army forced an
took ca 10 Russian soldiers to captivity. Latecalowhite-bands launched massive arrests of renmini
communist, members of the Young Communist Leagu# soviet activists. 10 of the arrested were
executed by the white-bands. In summer 1944, Jews &ll the town were driven to the so-called ghett
the street known as Ateities todalywas inhabited only by Jews before the war, avzhl people used to
call it ‘the Jewish street’ — author's comme®pme Lithuanians used to support Jewish familidéis fwod,
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though authorities prohibited that. In about Augi@41, all Tauragnai Jews were taken to Utena by th
local white-bands and shot together with other Jeara Utena County in Ragorest on 29 August 1941

UzZpaliai

Jewish community lived in UZpaliai as early ashia middle of the 18 century. According to 1897
census, there were 691 Jews in UZpaliai (the fmdalulation being 740). In 1923, 551 Jews resided in
UZpaliai District’® Some sources say that in 1941, the town had 345. Je

Like in other towns of Lithuania, most Jews weregaged in trade and crafts. During the
Independent Lithuania, the better-off Jews of M&is Town, Ziismanas, Dovatskis had rather large
manufacturing workshops, Zutskis had a leather skigmdelis held a pedlary, Birgeris owned a restaijr
etc. Most Jewish houses were in the centre ofdiva,ton Basanaviaus and Laisés (now Astiko) Streets
and in UZtile. Two synagogues and a bathhouse were built otethieank of the Sventoji River. The town
also had a Jewish elementary school in HebFew.

The relationship between Lithuanians and Jews weirghbourly in independent Lithuania. Jewish
tradesmen often sold goods to Lithuanians on e .sTension in the mutual relationship appeareib#0
after the soviets occupied Lithuania. Some of tvents Jews received Soviets in a favourable sgigy
took part in their meetings, marched along theesdref the town with red flags in hands and Russ@amgs
in their lips, eté®

On the second day of the Soviet-Nazi War, a sqdiddtlouanian rebels (partisans) (about 60 men)
was formed. It was commanded by Juozas Namikassébend in command was Kazys @abhe squad
consisted of several dozens of men. Partisangdtadcupying more important public institutions antider
bodies. The militia headquarters were occupieddisieict authorised agent Pranas Novakas wasddjun
addition to that, the post office, the executivanauttee of the Rural District (secretary of the tpar
organisation Feliksas Skirskus, who was thereattttme, was arrested and shot by partisans idéhgsh
cemetery), the co-operative and other institutiese occupied. Local members of the Young Communist
League informed the Soviet authorities in Utenaualbloese actions. On the same day (23 June), g grou
NKVD workers and militiamen came to UZpaliai fromeda. They liberated the young communists and
Soviet activists (39 people in total) from the aast house. There was a gunfight between the NKVD
people and the partisans. The NKVD arrested a fasigans (Repsis, Dagys Jonas, brothers Antanas and
PovilasalRamaéka etc.) and took them to Utena. Mayt when the Soviets retreated, the prisoners were
released.

At the beginning of the Nazi occupation, Jews wadered to attach yellow Solomon seals in their
chest and on the back. They were prohibited frortkimg on pavements, communicating to Lithuanians
etc. Shortly afterwards, all Jews of the town werelosed in a territory surrounded by barbed wire —
ghetto. They stayed there until they were takedtema and executed in Ra®rest. Some local Jews were
gunned down even earlier, in Uzpaliai. Witnessagsthat in July 1941, at night time, local “partisan
(white-bands) shot about 12-15 Jews in the pinestoowned by Kazys Garunkstis close to the Catholic
cemetery. Among the executed was Zelman. Smallpgraf Jews were shot by local white-bands in the
Kaimynai forest and in Dvarasilis. Rich Jewish fh@si were shot at night time by the Orthodox cemyete
and their corpses were thrown into potato holedJ4paliai, the white-bands killed ca 40-50 Jewsoital
(almost all of them being men). Other Jews of thent (ca 300 people) were taken by the white-baads t
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Utena at about the end of August 1941. They weeewed there alongside other Jews of the town and
county of Utena in RaSforest on 29 August 1941. The property left by deffurniture, bedding,
kitchenware, etc.) was looted by local white-bandbjle less valuable items were later sold to the
townsmer?

VyZuonos

The Town of VyZuonos was inhabited by an old Jewismmunity. Historical sources mention the
Jews of VyZuonos as early as in the middle of fieckentury. Before WWI, 130 Jewish families lived éer
and in 1923, when a census was conducted, ca S0emnMost of the Jews earned their living by tsaf
and trade. Trade fairs were organised here twicgea. The JewishWolksbankin VyZzuonos had a
membership of 1%,

At the beginning of the Nazi-Soviet War, in Vyzusndike in other districts of Utena County, a
squad of Lithuanian partisans was set up undecdh@mand of Juozas Marcinkéiis. The squad included
40 men. The partisans (white-bands) used to shauittedrawing Red Army groups, communists, members
of the Young Communist League and Soviet activistsummer 1941, a Jewish ghetto was established in
Vyzuonos. It was guarded by local white-bands. Bwefore the local Jews were taken to Utena, in seimm
1941, the white-bands executed ca 18-20 Jews amestfadjacent to Lukniai Village. In August 194ie
Vyzuonos Jews were taken to Utena and shot togetitlerother Jews from Utena County in the forest of
Ra% on 29 August 1941,

Mol étai

The first Jewish residents came to ktal in the 18 century. According to the 1897 census, dMail
had a population of 1948 Jews (80 per cent ofdba population of the town). The 1923 census fotlvad
1343 Jews lived in Métai District. In the period between the two worldr&, some of the Jews emigrated
to South Africa, USA and Uruguay. On the eve of Nazi-Soviet War, Maitai had less than 400 Jewish
families. The town had 4 Jewish prayer houses, @dshiastructing in Hebrew and Yiddish. Some local
young Jews studied in Kaunas, Ukmeagd Utena. Most Métai Jews were tradesnten

After the outbreak of the Nazi-Soviet War, the jsarts of Mottai started forming a force. On 23
June 1941, 8 men gathered in Kairionys Village e€lts Moktai (ca 3 km away). At first, they were
commanded by Dubingiai Priest Jonas Zvinys. Onsili@e day, the partisans broke the telephone line
between Maitai and Alant&?

Soviet officials and some of the Jews began witlvdrg from Moktai on the 23 June. Next day, the
town was, in fact, controlled by the Lithuanian tgans. However, on the same day (24 June 1941) the
town was entered by a Red Army unit. Communists @onet officials still remaining in the town shoave
the whereabouts of more active local partisans. $beiets attacked the partisans and took rifleman
Alfonsas ViZinis captive. A short distance awayniroléctai, the Soviets shot ViZinis on the same Hay.

82 3. Udrai¢, “UZpaliy Zydai gyventaj atmintyje”, p. 2; Note by the LSSR KGB Utena Rewgib Division about UZpaliai
punitive squad, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. i 8388, p.p. 112-113; “Masis zudyrs Lietuvoje,” Vol. 1, p. 134.

% N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenbutghuanian Jewish Communitigg.p. 374-375Lietuvos gyventojap. 25.

841941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documentsmpiled by V. BrandiSauskas, p. 172; 28 August2lBote by the LSSR
KGB Utena Regional Division about VyZuonos punitsgpiad, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 15, file 338%. 95-99.

8 N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communitigg.p. 180-181Lietuvos gyventojap. 25.

841941 m. birzelio sukilimas,” collected documents160.

8 Ibid., p.p. 320, 332.



67

After the withdrawal of the Soviet Army, partisamsce again took control over Mat&i. Before
withdrawing, the Soviets killed Mé&tai priest Matas Lajausk&®¥s Even after the Soviets left the town, the
partisan squad “combed” surrounding forests, atestmaining Red Army soldiers, communists, members
of the Young Communist League, and Soviet officidlse squad increased to more than ten men. On 28
April, Mol étai partisan squad disarmed a group of withdraviteg Army soldiers. The same was repeated
several times afterwards, whenever small Red Armgugs were encountered. On 1 July, the squad
returned to Mditai. In July Klemas Liubartas, head of the flax ingyshop in Mattai, took over the
command of the squéd

In the post of the commander, he was succeedechtanas Kancevius and Vincas Kavalnis

Mass persecution of Jews started on the first daysigust 1941. Upon the order by Police Chief of
Molétai District Tomas Valiukonis and Chief of the Dist Alfonsas Zukauskas, Jews had to move from
their flats to a separate quarter (ghetto) on Kawpariaus ir Giéno and AZubali Streets. Some Jews
settled in a few synagogues. Jews spent a few wafkse their execution there. One Jewish famibyrfr
Videniskes Town and a few families from Alanta Town wereetakto Moktai Ghetto, as well. More than a
dozen of local Jews were taken to Utena prior erttass murder. Jewish men and women, supervised by
guards, had to perform various hard physical waxksepair roads, bridges etc. A few days befoeentlass
murder, all Mottai Jews were closed in synagogues and guardedcay White-bands (former partisans).
Chief of Moktai District A. Zukauskas issued an order to transhe entire Jewish property from their
homes to the former houses by Gordon and Ruda$ewsR¥ilniaus Streét.

On the eve of the murder, all Jews doomed to deatie robbed. Before the execution, every Jew
was searched to deprive them of all valuable behgsg A table was placed by the largest synagoguoe,
members of the special commission sat at it: Pdieief T. Valiukonis, T. Zvinys and several othelews
were taken to the table one by one and searchednd@the mass search (ca 800-900 persons were
searched), watches, jewellery, and money were takemtown’s police took the seized valuabfes

Upon the order of Police Chief T. Valiukonis, cam@n were gathered from the town on the eve of
the murder. They were taken to a field in betwaea toads leading from Mélai to Giedradiai and to
Videniskiai, about 1 km to the Northwest off thevto The police chief ordered to dig a pit of carb@eng,

3-4 m wide and 4 m deep in the field. While workittge men were guarded by the local white-bands. Th
ditch was being dug for almost 24 hours. After @swinished, on the day of the murder (29 Augugtl}9a
few SS officers came by car and told them to dkiatétai Jews to the ditch

In the morning of the murder day, the squad ofvthée-bands were called to their headquarters in
the building of the Riflemen Union. 20 men camegdther. In the hall of the headquarters, there avas
German officer, an interpreter dressed in plaithele and Police Chief of Mdhi District T. Valiukonis.
The latter said that the German officer and therpreter had arrived from Utena. The German officer
speaking through the interpreter said to the whéeds that they would have to shoot Jews on that da
Beside that, he added that Jews were a harmfubmatnd exploiters of people, thus they had to be
executed. Afterwards, the members of the white-tsned went to the synagogtfesirst, men from 16 to
45 years of age were told to leave the largestgymaze. They were aligned outside the synagogueliide
consisted of abound 180 men. Ca 10-15 white-basdsried the line of Jews to the site of murder. The
German officer and the interpreter drove to the sftmurder by car. By the ditch, Jews were toldifess
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off, leaving only underwear, and to get into theehli Then, the German officer told them to lie dawn
the ditch face down. The white-bands surroundedditeh. Upon the order of the German officer, they
opened fire on the Jews in the ditch. Ca 15 whétleds and several Germans performed the executien. T
first group of Jews was shot in 10 to 15-minuteseti About an hour later, the second line of Jews wa
brought to the site of murder consisting of menmea and children. They were shot in the same maser
the first group. The corpses of the dead were ealeiith a thin layer of soil by the diggers whoysta by
the site of execution. The second group of Jewsaxasuted by the same white-batfid$hen followed the
third line of Jews. It was composed of old men, wanand children of different age. Some of the old
people who were incapable to walk were taken tosttee of murder by cart. This group was killed e t
same way as the two previous groups. Some withésdesite that three lines of Jews were formed Jevhi
others claim that they were four or five. The slateg of Jews took about 5 hours. At the end of the
execution, the clothes of the victims were loadedat cart, taken to Mélai and put in the largest
synagogu¥®. Some witnesses say that the process of execwtsrphotographed by the German offiéer
The precise number of victims is not known. Accogdio the report by K. Jager, on 29 August 194183,
Jews were killed in Utena and Madi, however, no figures about individual towns gmevided®,
Witnesses of the murder claim that in Ntal from 700 to 1200 Jewish men, women and childreght
have been killed®

The execution of Jews was followed by looting aetlirey of their property. The white-bands
involved in the arrests and murder of Jews plurdiéne Jewish property without any records and &fee
any charge. A part of the property was divided ffee to those who dug the ditch and covered Jewish
corpses afterwards. A special commission was sébmuthe selling of the remaining assets. It waairdd
by Chief of Moktai District A. Zukauskas and his deputy Tadas ¥sinThe commission had eight
members. The property left after the murder waerak three houses and four synagogues iretgiolOn
Kauno Street, the selling of Jewish property waaraged by A. Zukauskas, and on Dariaus ié@irStreet
by T. Zvinys. The total property sold to the towmsmwas worth 30 thousand roubles. The money was
transferred to the chief of the County. Moreovar1D43, some of the wooden houses belonging to Jews
were sold to local population. Some residents wao ho accommodation were settled in Jewish houses.
The commission for the selling of Jewish propettydtioned until October 194%.

According to data described above, in 1941, ca Jews were killed in Utena County. This is
more than the total population of Jews in Utenar@ypuas unofficial data of 1 January 1941 (5,448pbe)
indicate. Most doubts arise about the number ofisfewictims in Anyksiai, because this murder is not
included into the report by K. Jager. It is possithlat in Anyksiai the number of murdered Jews was lower
than indicated in the “Masés Zudyrs Lietuvoje” (i.e. 1500 persons). On the other handas to be born
in mind that in Anyk8iai, Jews from other counties of Lithuania wereekil after their unsuccessful
attempts to move to Russia.
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VILKAVISKIS COUNTY
Vilkaviskis

Jews settled down in Vilkaviskis in the 16th ceptuk good geographical location (it is in the widty of

the German border) served as a good basis foptine to become an important trade centre betweeBi&us
and Germany in the 19th century. In ca 1623, onth@foldest synagogues in Lithuania was built & th
town (t was burned down by the German Army on 22 Jurdd 19note by A.B. In the 1 century Jews
made up the biggest share of the town’s populaA@ceording to the 1897 census, the Jewish populaifo
Vilkaviskis totalled to 3,480 (60% of all the poptibn). However, according to the 1923 census, the
Lithuanians totalled to 3,228 (47.7%) and the Jen& 166 (45.2 %). According to unofficial statisti data

of 1 January 1941, the Jews made up 6,994 (7.37#) the inhabitants in Vilkaviskis County* During
the German occupation, there were 11 districtsilkaViskis County. More numerous Jewish communities
lived in Vilkaviskis, Kybartai, Virbalis and Pilvigs. In other districts, the Jewish population saarce or
not present at all (i.e. in Pajevonis District).ribg Lithuania’s Independence, Vilkaviskis startedblay a
less significant role as the main trade town oféfkija, as it was taken over by Marijampo$till, the town
remained a rather important centre of trade andstng. In the first years of independence the |3ealish
community played a very important part in the tosvicultural and political life. In 1924 September
elections to the town’s council, the representatioé Jews got the majority of votes. MauSa Kleimste
was elected the Head of the Courl®lIn the inter-war period the majority of the townlsws were
engaged in trade or had some sort of their ownnlegsi processed bristle or produced tobacco, soap,
confectionery. The companies of Kabaker, Fisher @hdr exporting agricultural production were known
not only in Suvalkai Region but also behind its maaries. There were also a few large Jewish fagori
operating in the town: a cigar factory, an oil tagt a few soap workshops, a bristle processingrprise
and horsehair trade enterprise. In 1929 the batikeofewish people had 348 membéts.

After Lithuania’s declaration of independence irl89there was a Jewish primary school founded
in Vilkaviskis, which was quite different from thaefore existentheders where only religion and the
Hebrew used to be taught. In 1919 one of the Jiestish gymnasiums was founded in the town. Initheg
of the Republic of Lithuania about 360 studentslgeded from it. Furthermore, the local Jewish comityu
had divisions of various political parties, libesj nursing homes for old people, sports clubs athdr
institutions®

The German army occupied Vilkaviskis on the firay @f the war. The town was severely bombed
and hammered by the heavy artillery. Meanwhilghatborder there was a stiff battle going on betwtbe
Wermachtdivisions and the Soviet frontier troops. Aftee thccupation of the town, Germans burned many
Jewish houses and the old synagogue. After thgteb@blished a German Military Commander’s Office,
founded Lithuanian police and a squad of “partisgmsite-band}$ The Jews were told to put on yellow
patches on their breasts and baftks.

After a few days localvhite-bandsstarted to arrest communists, members of the Y&omgmunist
League and the Jews. On 30 April the arrested Jeve herded to the former three storied building of
Vilkaviskis seminary which was barbed and guardgdhe localwhite-bandsand the police. There, the
imprisoned Jews were brutally beaten, searchedabized. On 14 July 1941 the arrested were moved fro
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the seminary to the barracks. The guards contirtaebeat the Jewish and to make fun of them in
different ways. Every day able—bodied Jews werertak the town to clean the streets and the fuins.

At the end of July the arrested Jews were takeha@rounds not far away from the barracks and in
three days they dug up a 25-m long and a few mdeep ditch. On 28 July the arrested were takeriocout
the yard of the barracks and divided into some gso®ne of the prisoners’ groups was sent to thage
of the barracks to clean guns. Soon two lorrielsduGerman Gestapo soldiers drove into the yarquie
large group of Lithuanian communists and membetbi@fyoung Communist League from the town prison
were also brought over. The Lithuanian policemeoktthe arrested to the dug up ditch in groups. The
destined were shot by German soldiers. Meanwtike L ithuanian policemen guarded the barracks aad th
shooting place in the firing grounds. The mass#sted for 3 — 5 hours. That day about 500 — 70Gs Je
and 60 — 70 Lithuanian communists and soviet attvivere shot. Only 7 Jewish men escaped the death.

After the massacre, 1 — 1.5 months later, the neimgiJewish families were ordered to move from
their flats to the barracks. E. Oshry wrote that Jewish women and children of Vilkaviskis weretstro
24 September 1941. However, this massacre has ewt mentioned in K. Jager's report. It can be
presumed that the massacre was carried out ndtebiiamann but by Ti&zGestapo squad. The Jews who
were allowed to move could take their valuableshwiiiem. In 1941 soviet war prisoners dug up new
ditches. On 15 November 1941 the remaining Jewdilkaviskis Town were shot. In his report K. Jager,
the head of the German Security Police and thedal®sd 1 December 1941, recorded that on that day in
Vilkaviskis all in all 115 Jews were killed (36 me48 women and 31 children). That time the Jewsswer
shot by Vilkaviskis policemen. The property of theassacred Jews was later sold out to the local
population® The massacre of Vilkaviskis Jews was the last atesof Jews in the Lithuanian province in
1941.

Only few Jews escaped from death. A seventeengldaiewish girl Faktorovskgtwas one of the
lucky ones. The family ofiiZauskier helped to save her life and hid the Jewish giHeatrelatives’ place
in the countryside. During all the Nazi occupatymeriod the family of Eugenija DimSiérhid the son of
Vilkaviskis sweet factory owner Juozas Demontagh@dugh the neighbours knew that DimSas family dhise
a Jewish boy, nobody gave them in. There were mases like that. Unfortunately, they were not rdedr
on time and remain in oblivioh.

Kybartai and Virbalis

Kybartai was a very important railway border crogspoint between the Tsar Russia and Germany
and during the inter-war period — between the latiian Republic and Germany. Namely Kybartai was a
very important import and export route to and frGermany.

According to the census of 1897, the Jewish pojuah Kybartai totalled to 533 (50% of all the
inhabitants of the town). During WWI the town wasgtied down by the withdrawing Russian army. During
the inter-war period Kybartai Town was rebuilt. 11823, there were 1253 Jewish inhabitants (20%l ¢hal
inhabitants of the town). The majority of the Jemvade their living from trade, some were engaged in
agriculture (vegetable-growing). Some Jews (DovySassteinas) were the owners of quite big farms. In

% Interrogation minutes of S. Belkin of 16 Novemi®44, LSA, doc.col. K-1, file 8929/3, p.p. 211-23 extract from the
interrogation minutes of J. Valaitis of 14 Novemt@d4, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 8, file 194 249.

* Interrogation minutes of S. Belkin of 16 Novemh®#4, ibid., p. 213; An extract from interrogatiminutes of J. Valaitis of 14
November 1944, ibid., p. 249; Other sources gia tn 28 July 1941, 780 Jews were shot. Among ibms — Vilkaviskis
Rabbi Abraom Pultinov and members of the Jewishn€ib@Judenra}: E. Oshry,The Annihilation of Lithuanian Jews

! Holocaust in LithuaniaPart 1, p. 135; extract from the interrogatiomutés of J. Valaitis of 14 November 1944, LSA, dot.
K-1. inv.sched. 8, file 249-250; E. Oshmhe Annihilation of Lithuaniadews p. 277

2. SliesoraitieneThe Jewish Community of Vilkaviskis town 1918 -41p413
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1929, the membership of the local Jewish banklemtab 150 people. The local community of Kybartai
Jews had their prayer houses, a rabbi and a sitstnlcting in Hebrew.

According to the 1897 census the Jewish populaitioVirbalis totalled 1219 (37% of all the
inhabitants of the town). In the inter-war periduotbalis was outgrown by Kybartai. The number oé th
town’s inhabitants dropped. In 1939 there were 18@&ish families living Virbalis (about 600 people).
Local Jewish bank had 342 members. The Jewish caitynaf Virbalis was quite well educated and
active. The ideas of Zionism and the Hebrew langusgon became very popular. The local Jews had
houses of prayer, various schools, divisions otitipal parties, a library, different charity orgaations, a
drama club

The Germans occupied Kybartai and Virbalis on tingt ay of the war (22 June 1941). Soon
afterwards, municipal institutions of the inter-wathuania (district municipality and the policeleve re-
established. Stasys Valiukaitis was appointed #aalfof the district police, however, he was soqtaed
by Juozas Staugaitis. Local police was profoundfiuenced by Gestapo officials Ticas anéhlanas (in
some sources — Leiman), who used to come over Edktinai. On the first days of the occupation in
Virbalis an auxiliary police squad was founded, ¢hif of which was Feliksas Krivinskas.

On 29 June, 1941 Kybartai police had an order ftoenGestapo membegmanas to arrest all the
Jewish men of the town and to lock them in Jurgied@itis barn, situated approximately 2 km from
Kybartai, not far from a sand pit. Approximately618 116 men were closed in that barn, among which
there were a few Lithuanian soviet activists anchiemnists. Early in the morning, on Monday (30 June)
Lémanas arrived at the barn together with a 6 — 7m@ersoldiers and in bad Lithuanian said that the
arrested would have to be shot. The Germans weremgmanied by the head of Kybartai police S.
Valiukaitis and a few other policemen. The arrestede taken in groups of 10 to the sand pit anchgdn
down by the Germans and a few Lithuanian policerAdter the shooting, the corpses of the victimseaver
buried by the policemen.

During the first days of the occupation, in Virlaalian auxiliary police squad was formed. Soon the
members were dressed up in military uniforms andag called a self-defence unit. The soldiers isfuhit
were responsible for guarding the railway and thddges. However, soon they started to be usedhir t
purposes of the Nazi repressive policies and geeocdihe Jews and the soviet activists, arrestdteat
beginning of the occupation were closed in thelifaes of the former manor house of Raudondvarighke
middle of July 1941 (circa 10 July) a squad of Gamnofficers and soldiers arrived by lorry to Virlaal
They organised and carried out the massacre gbeébple imprisoned in Raudondvaris. It was decided t
carry out the massacre in the vast fields, callgghiviis by the locals (about 400 m from the mandhere
was a long anti — tank ditch dug up before war. 3@®ish men and 20 Lithuanians were kept in theaman
The destined were herded to the ditch in two greufise Lithuanians and the Jews separately. Cogfses
the victims were buried by the members of Virbakdf—-defence squad, who guarded the arrested in the
manor before the shooting began. There were 12 md5® After two weeks (ca 29 July), the second
massacre action was carried out. Again, it was diateshooting the Jewish men and the Lithuaniafesov
activists. There was also one woman among themsactMatilda Andriukaitied. The second action was
also organised by the Germans. There were arouadfithem who came to Virbalis. They gave orders t
the head of the auxiliary local police (self-defenanit) squad F. Krivinskas, who mobilised his
subordinates. The new group of the destined werdedeto the same Raudondvaris facilities, from Wwhic
they were taken to the anti—tank ditch. The Gernsaig that at that time the Lithuanian policemerulo
have to do the shooing themselves, as the Gerntdiersowould not be available. The brought overgieo

% N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburghuanian Jewish Communities.p. 130-131.

* Ibid., p.p. 363 — 365.

1 LSSR KGB account on the activities of German Péughinistration in Virbalis and Kybartai,

12 February 1962, LSA, doc.col. K-1, inv.sched.fd8,47363/3, Vol. 2, p.p. 62-65.

2 Interrogation minutes of J. Vaitkeiiis of 17 October 1961, ibid., file 46890/3, Val.p.p. 276-278. G. JurkynierKybartai
Jewish Communityp. 11, a copy of the manuscript is kept in thespeal archive of the author.
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were undressed and laid down by the ditch on toergt. Later they were taken to the ditch in small
groups and shot at from the side of it. In all éherere 100 people killed. They were shot by 15 learyi
policemen. The corpses of the victims were burigthe executors themselveés,

Evidence supplied by the witnesses of the massaanmeed out circa July 1941 is very different.
Especially concerning the number of the victimsn8amaintain that 28 people were killed, otherstbay
there were 40 — 50, some more hold that there aigoat 100. All of the withesses agree only on face -
the Lithuanian soviet activists were executed togretvith the Jews. It could be possible that inbdliai
there were more than two shootings of differené $imman groups. During one shooting two Lithuanians
were granted their life. After that massacre then@& made an “educational” speech and threatened to
shoot them in the future if they worked for the coomists?

After the Jewish men of Virbalis were shot, the i3&women with children were driven to the
Ghetto in Vistgio and Maironio Streets. They were kept there uhélshooting.

Likewise, the Jewish women, children and the olah roeKybartai, after the Jewish men were shot
down, were herded to the Ghetto to the rooms ottlsoms office. In the autumn of 1941, followirng t
order of Head of the Police Station J. Staugailis, policemen herded all the Jews to a few houes o
Kybartai. Next day, Juozas Paukstaitis, the heati@tounty police together with some policemeivedr
to Kybartai from Vilkaviskis. A part of older andled Jewish women were taken by the lorry and the
remaining ones were herded on foot in Virbalis ditm. They were locked in the barn of PunisSka in
Raudondvaris together with the Jewish women of aigb The white-bands (self-defence squad) of
Vilkaviskis and Virbalis arrived.In all there were 205 women and children broughgrdrom Kybartai.
The shooting took place in the same anti—tank dB&fore the shooting, the women were undressehnot
from the ditch. Most of the executors were from wWiate bands (self-defence squad) of Vilkaviskiseyl
were also assisted by a few white bands from VisBal

It is very complicated to determine the exact numdfethe killed Jews of Kybartai and Virbalis.
According to the soviet calculations it is maintdrthat over 4 thousand Jews, about 40 sovietiststiand
a large number of soviet war prisoners were kiltethat ditch® In my opinion, the number of the Jewish
victims has been at least doubled. Up to the Namiie® War there were not more than 2 thousand Jews
living in Kybartai and Virbalis. So the number bktshot could be similar.

Pilviskiai

In 1897, the number of Jewish inhabitants in PiaBstotalled to 1242 (53% of all the people of the
town). After WWI the Jewish community of the towaadeased. In the inter-war period quite a lot oflo
Jews immigrated to the USA, South Africa and Palestn the eve of the Holocaust there were ab6001
Jews living in PilviSkiai district. The communityatt a synagogue, schools, a kinder — garden, aylibaa
drama club and Zionist youth and sports organinatio

During the first days of the war, a German Milita@ommander’'s Office was established in
Pilviskiai Town. Martin was the head of the offieed his deputy was Dylba, a German from Kddgp
Region. There was also a district police statidal@ished in the town, and Kazys BridZius becammetief.
Furthermore, a self-defence squad, which was sutaiedto Vilkaviskis self-defence squad was formed.

Y Ibid., p.p. 46-49.

2 Interrogation minutes of J. Vizgirda of 6 Septemh®61, ibid., p.p. 173-174; interrogation minutefsJ. Zabilavéius of
September 16, 1961, ibid., p.p. 175-176.

% Interrogation minutes of S. Stankauskas of 22 B 1944, ibid., file 47363/3, Vol. 2, p. 52.

* Interrogation minutes of V. Glinskis of 11 Octol&@61, ibid., file 47363/3, Vol. 2, p. 10.

® Interrogation minutes of J. Vaitkeiiis of 17 October 1961, ibid., file 46890/3, Vo|.p.p. 278-279.

® LSSR KGB account on the activities of German Pékdthinistration in Virbaliai and Kybartai, 12 Felamy 1962, LSA,
doc.col. K-1, inv.sched. 58, file 47363/3, Vol 2,62

1'N. Schoenburg, S. Schoenburihuanian Jewish Communitigs.p. 216-217.
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Juozas Ramanauskas was appointed as the head sfjitizal. The squad was responsible for guarding
Pilviskiai railway bridge. In the summer of 1941l\vi&kiai police and self-defence squad carried out
massive arrests of the former communists, sovigtisis and a bit later , of the Jews. All in diete were
about 100 soviet activists and about a thousand aesested.

The first massacre of Jews was carried out atrdeoé August, 1941 (ca on 27 — 29 June), when the
Jewish men of PilviSkiai district were shot. Thassacre was carried out in BaltruSiai Village (alibkm
from Pilviskiai), in the land belonging to a larggrarian Jonas Lozoraitis. Before the shootingJ#heish
men were arrested and closed in the barn belortgitige Jew Kovenski in Pilviskiai Town. In the kgar
morning, before the massacre, the Jewish men werded to Lozoraitis plot of land (the field) andreve
made to dig up two ditches. In the digging procéiss, policemen brought a former communist Kostas
Kairiukstis to the place of the massacre and shot hitherspof Then about 300 — 350 Jewish men and
some dozens of soviet activists, among which theas a group of female members of the Young
Communist League, were herded to the ditches. Betbe shooting, the victims had to undress to
underwear and then in small groups placed in fafrihe ditch and shot down by the Germans and a few
policemen from Pilviskiai squad. 10 — 15 executigsngere shooting in one round. The victims werd gho
their bai;ks, from the distance of approximatelyridiers. The execution was photographed by the Germa
officers:

In the middle of September 1941 (ca on 15 Septeytier Jewish women, children and old men
were shot. The massacre was carried out at the poe as the shooting of the Jewish men. On thetla
the massacre a lorry with German soldiers from &filgkis arrived. The Germans from PilviSkiai Mitiya
Commander’s Office and some local policemen from gblf-defence squad arrived. The Jewish martyrs
were brought together in the market square and fre@re taken to the field near BaltruSiai Villagefore
the shooting the victims were told to sit down gakf their outerwear and to give in all the jewee}l. After
that the Jewish women, children and the old merevwaken in small groups to the ditch and shot. The
shooting was led by the German soldiers from thea@ander’s Office. For the shooting the Germans used
sub — machine guns and the Lithuanians — the riftethe middle of the massacre a lorry with thislieos
from Vilkaviskis self—defence company arrived te ghooting place. They took over the shooting ftben
local police and from the members of the self —tgmtion squad. According to the testimony of the
members of the massacre ‘the view was absoluteisaging’. In all there were about 700-800 women,
children and the old men shot. Clothes and pergmuedessions of the victims were taken to the gtoaad
later distributed among the killers or sold to kbeal inhabitants.

Although there were two massacres carried outlindRiai, not all the Jews of the district were sho
at the time. A part of PilviSkiai Jews were takerMarijampot, Vilakaviskis and Kaunas Ghettos. Some of
the lucky ones from Kaunas Ghetto survived andlive to the end of the Nazi occupatfon.

It is very difficult to determine the number of thietims of the Holocaust. K. Jager’s report only
describes the Jewish massacre on 15 November iD¥ilkaviskis Town. In other places, the number of
the victims of the massacre can be calculated @mlghe interrogation protocols of the witnesseréfore,
gross errors can occur. On the basis of the abmrgiamed figures, the possible number of the Haleta
victims in Vilkaviskis County could be about 4,0@®ople. Compared with unofficial data of the
Department of Statistics, dated January 1, 194998Jewish inhabitants — comment by A.B.) themguise

2 LSSR KGB account on the activities of German regire authorities in Pilviskiai, 12 February 1963A, doc.col. K-1, inv.

sched. 58, file 47363/3, Vol. 2, p.p. 62-62, fil€348/3, p. 61 — p. 62.

% Interrogation minutes of J. Lozoraitis of 21 Sepber 1944, ibid., p.p. 189-190; interrogation mésubf B. Sergalis of 2
September 1944, ibid., p.p. 178-179.

“ Interrogation minutes of K. Kaminskas of 4 Apri963, ibid., p.p. 24-29; extract from the interrdgat minutes of J.
Ramanauskas of 1947, ibid., inv.sched. 8, file 156453.

! Interrogation minutes of K. Kaminskas of 25 May629ibid., p.p. 65-68; interrogation minutes ofKirvilaitis of 3 September
1944, ibid., p. 187

2 Interrogation minutes of A. Freiberg of 17 Decemb@46, ibid., inv.sched. 8, file 154, p. 141.
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a big difference (about three thousand people) éatwthese figures, which at the moment cannot be
explained due to the lack of data. Perhaps thestigagion of the German archives (especially thed tr
material of the members of Tdestapo squad) could clarify the situation.

Conclusions

Based on the above given research the followinglosions can be made. The persecution and the
elimination of the Jews in the province can be dimahlly divided into two stages:

1)

2)

End of June — Middle of July 1941. During this pérpersecution was based on political motives.
Most often the Jews were arrested, imprisoned hotlis the same way as the former communists,
members of the Young Communist League, officialshef soviet rule and their followers. Persons
of other nationalities, sharing the same beliefsewgersecuted for the same reasons (Lithuanians,
Polish, Russians, etc.). During that period mositly Jewish men were terrorised. The Jewish
women and especially children were not so systealftiand massively shot. The initiative of
persecution was taken over by the German occupamwernment authorities (military officers,
Nazi Security Police and SD operational squadsr taby the county military commissioner). At the
same time Nazi institutions monitored the persecudind killing of the Jews. From the beginning of
the Nazi occupation Lithuanian administration wdasoanvolved in the process (heads of the
counties, heads of the municipalities), the Lithaarpolice and the so-called ‘partisgwhite band
squads.

The second stage (End of July — November 1941ya#t the period of racial genocide. The Jews
were persecuted not because of political reasonbdnause they were Jews. In that period almost
all the Jews from the Lithuanian provinces weréeHil The most extensive massacre took place
from August to the middle of September. Temporawish ghettos and isolation cams were being
established until the massive elimination of Jawthe province was finished. It was the preparation
period for the massacre. That process started atrtt@e end of July and continued to the middle of
August. A very important moment at that stage wae@et order No 3 of the Police department
director V. Reivytis on the detention and conceamiraof Jews in specially chosen places. That
order was applied not only in Alytus, MarijampoKédainiai, Sakiai Counties, but possibly in other
counties in Lithuania as well (we do not have amfprimation if it was applicable in Vilnius or
Siauliai districts). Following the orders of theiland the Lithuanian officials alhe Jews from the
province were taken to the ghettos and the isalatamps. A lot of Jewish men and teenagers were
shot, even before the final liquidation of many tyb® and isolation camps. In the final stage of the
Jewish elimination from the provinces, all the ramrgg alive Jews were shot: women, children, old
men. The massacre was usually carried out in ttest® or fields, situated a few kilometres from the
ghettos. The main executors of the Jewish massame theflying squadof the SS obersturmfihrer

J. Hamann (it was based on the third company (Nati®vork Protection Company)), local self-
defence companies (Zarasai, Kupiskis, Jonava aref)t local squads of ‘partisar(g/hite bands)
and the policemen from the police stations. Masshaotings were sometimes led by the officials of
the German Gestapo, however, there were some towese the Jews were eliminated without the
direct participation of the German officials. Logablicemen or the white-bands were usually
responsible for taking the victims to the massauexes. They also guarded the place of the
massacre and often they used to shoot the vichersdelves. The final massacres were carried out
in Lazdijai (3 November 1941) and in Vilkaviskis5(dovember 1941). Up to the middle of
November practically all the Jews from the provineere eliminated. Only very few local Jews
escaped death or were saved by the local peopleuit not be more than 3 — 5 %).

If we looked at the timing tendencies of the Holatain separate regions of Lithuania, we could see
that first the most extensive Jewish massacreestart the counties bordering with Germany (it is
particularly relevant to Kretinga County). In thasgern counties of Lithuania (Vilnius, Trakai) drezdijai
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County Holocaust began and finished the latest. roleeof the German Nazi institutions was relatvel
higher in the counties neighbouring with Germangnthn the ones situated in the Middle or Eastern
Lithuania. German Gestapo soldiers took part inetkecutions of the Jews in Kretinga, Tauagaseiniai
Counties more often than in other regions of Litiaa However, the extent of the Holocaust and the
percentage of the killed Jews was practically timaesin all the counties.

Jewish property was officially held the propertytloé Third Reich. A part of the more valuable prbpe
(furniture, golden jewellery) was taken over by herman authorities, a part was looted by the risilEnd
the remaining part (clothes, small house waresgwkeaply sold or given out to the local people.



